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THE ECAFE CONFERENCE 
ON TRADE PROMOTION 


E. E. SCHNELLBACHER 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR INTELLIGENCE 
AND SERVICES, OIT 


and 


EucENE M. BrRADERMAN 


DEPUTY DIRECTOR, 
FAR EASTERN DIVISION, OIT, 
U. S&S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


co Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East—commonly called 
“ECAFE’’—is the only agency of the 
United Nations in the Far East conduct- 
ing trade-promotion activities as a reg- 
ular and continuing part of its work 
program. ECAFE’s undertaking of such 
activities stems, in large part, from the 
newness of many of its member govern- 
ments and their lack of trained staff and 
organization for the detailed work nec- 
essary to adequate trade promotion. 
The specific functions of the ECAFE 
Secretariat in the field of trade promo- 
tion have developed from resolutions 
and requests for services expressed at 
the regular annual meetings of the Com- 
mission. 

The Conference on Trade Promotion 
was originally named the Regional Con- 
ference of Commercial Attachés and 
Businessmen. The concept underlying 
that name was the desirability of bring- 
ing together government trade admin- 
istrators, as well as business representa- 
tives, from various countries for 
consultation on the state of interna- 
tional trade under prevailing conditions 
and on ways and means to improve it. 
Although the name of the conference 
was later changed, the plan of includ- 
ing business as well as government rep- 
resentatives was carried out. 


Participation in the Conference 


Every member and associate member 
government of the Commission, with the 
exception of Pakistan, sent a delegation 
to the conference. The member govern- 
ments represented were Australia, 
Burma, China, France, India, Indonesia, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, 
Thailand, the U. S. S. R., the United 
Kingdom, and the United States. Pre- 
sent also were delegations representing 
the following associate member govern- 
ments: Cambodia, Ceylon, Hong Kong, 
Republic of Korea, Federation of Malaya 
and British Borneo, Vietnam, and Laos. 
Canada, Belgium, Sweden, and Den- 
mark—nonmember countries—sent ob- 
servers. The Supreme Commander for 
the Allied Powers was represented by 
a SCAP official and Japanese observers. 
The Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) and the World Health Organiza- 
tion (WHO) of the United Nations were, 
in addition, represented by observers. 

Nongovernmental organizations rep- 
resented included the World Federation 
of United Nations Associations, Inter- 


January 21, 1952 





A Regional Conference on Trade Pro- 
motion, sponsored by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Asia and the 
Far East (ECAFE), was held at Singa- 
pore, October 9-18, 1951, with 24 nations 
participating. 

The official report on the conference 
has been submitted to the Department of 
State by the co-chairmen of the United 
States Delegation. This article presents 
the highlights of their official report. 











national Union of Official Travel Or- 
ganizations, International Chamber of 
Commerce, International Air Transport 
Association, National Federation of 
American Shipping, American Indone- 
sian Chamber of Commerce, San Fran- 
cisco Chamber of Commerce, American 
Banking Association, Far East-America 
Council of Commerce and Industry, and 
National Foreign Trade Council. 

The members of the United States 
delegation to the Conference were Emil 
St. Elmo Schnellbacher, Assistant Di- 
rector, Office of International Trade, 
and Eugene Maur Braderman, Deputy 
Director, Far Eastern Division, Office of 
International Trade, United States De- 
partment of Commerce, serving as co- 
chairmen; John Goodyear, Acting Con- 
sul General, American Consulate Gen- 
eral, Singapore; Joseph H. Rogatnick, 
Consul, American Consulate General, 
Singapore; Rufus Burr Smith, Commer- 
cial Attaché, U. S. Embassy, Bangkok; 
Morris S. Rosenthal, President, Stein, 
Hall & Co., Inc., New York, N. Y.; and 
Victor B. Smith, Vice President in Charge 
of Export, Sperry Division, General 
Mills, Inc., San Francisco, Calif. 


Work of the Conference 


The work of the conference was facili- 
tated by the preparation, in advance, of 
background papérs by the delegations of 
the governments of most of the countries 
represented at the conference. In addi- 
tion, a large number of informational 
papers were prepared by specialized 


agencies and nongovernmental organi- — 


zations, and by the ECAFE Secretariat 
itself. 


The Economie Situation and 


Outlook for Trade 


The first substantive item on the con- 
ference agenda called for statements by 
the delegations on the economic situa- 
tion in the participating countries and 
the outlook for trade. Each delegation 
made such a statement for its country 
and thus the economic framework of the 
entire area was brought into focus. 
These statements developed the fact that 
the countries of the ECAFE region pro- 
duce a number of commodities of great 
importance, both internationally and 
regionally. The area holds a virtual 
world monopoly in raw jute and shellac, 


in natural rubber, and in tea. The re- 
gion also accounts for 90 percent of the 
world’s production of natural silk, more 
than 80 percent of copra and coconut 
oil, 67 percent of tin, and 22 percent of 
cotton, and is, in addition, a large pro- 
ducer of rice, sugar, tobacco, and hemp. 

Intraregional trade, which now con- 
stitutes about 30 percent of the total 
foreign commerce of the area, has shown 
some increase since World War II but 
is still much less than the intraregional 
trade of other areas. This region’s ex- 
ports consist of relatively few commod- 
ities, mostly raw materials produced for 
the American and European market, and 
several ECAFE countries are competitive 
suppliers of the same commodities. 
Moreover, a large proportion of the 
area’s imports consist of manufactures, 
processed materials, and capital equip- 
ment, most of which cannot be obtained 


“within the region itself. Thus, both im- 


port and export trade are of vital con- 
cern to the economy of the countries of 
the region. 


Improving Trade-Promotion 
Machinery 


The need for improved techniques, 
procedures, and practices in the promo- 
tion of trade was stressed by all delegates 
in their discussion of the agenda item, 
Methods of Improving Trade Promotion 
Machinery. Each delegation partici- 
pated in the discussion of the various 
topics covered under this heading. As 
the conference progressed, the needs of 
the countries of the region became more 
and more apparent and brought about 
continuing consideration of recommen- 
dations concerning methods of develop- 
ing trade. A number of the delegations, 
for example, wanted a thorough discus- 
sion of the duties, functions, and quali- 
fications of Government trade represent- 
atives, their training, and the type of 
organization’ for trade-promotion serv- 
ices which should be set up by their re- 
spective governments. In this connec- 
tion, a summary of the United States 
experience proved helpful to other 
delegations. 

In addition, realization of the limited 
number of trade associations in the area 
brought into focus the lack of nongov- 
ernmental trade-promotion machinery, 
and numerous suggestions were made to 
the effect that a regional trade organi- 
zation be formed with which the institu- 
tions of each country could be affiliated. 
Such an organization would relieve the 
ECAFE Secretariat of the pressure to 
perform trade-association functions, 
such as the publication of trade direc- 
tories, the sponsoring and organizing of 
trade fairs and exhibitions, and the 
preparation of market surveys and price 
data. It was also regarded as undesira- 
ble that the ECAFE Secretariat endeavor 
to select trade correspondents and com- 
mercial representatives, a duty which, 
again, normally falls within the field of 
trade-promotion activities of private or- 
ganizations. Further, it was urged that 
each country look to existent impedi- 
ments to the movements of businessmen 
from country to country, as constituting 
hindrances to the development of more 
effective trade promotion. The United 
States delegation not only supplied basic 
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Aerial view of Singapore, where 24 nations participated in the ECAFE Conference on 
Trade Promotion, October 9—18, 1951. 


information on these questions but indi- 
cated that the recommendations made in 
connection with this agenda item were 
in consonance with United States trade 
policy. 


Methods of Expanding Trade 


In the conference discussion on the 
agenda item, Methods of Expanding 
Trade, there was some difficulty in arriv- 
ing at a meeting of minds concerning the 
results of trade agreements and arrange- 
ments. The delegates from most of the 
countries in the ECAFE region expressed 
the view that bilateral trade agreements 
were made necessary by their foreign 
exchange difficulties. The opinion was 
held generally,: however, that there 
should be continuous effort to make such 
adjustments as were possible in the di- 
rection of maximizing multilateral trade. 

The conference also recommended 
that, either through bilateral or multi- 
lateral agreements, attempts should be 
made to develop a convention on simpli- 
fied customs regulations and procedures. 
The conference requested that the Ex- 
ecutive Secretary convey this informa- 
tion to the members of the Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East 
and to other appropriate international 
organizations. 

There was no particular controversy in 
the discussion of problems resulting 
from trade and exchange controls. It 
was generally conceded that the various 
types of controls were irksome but it was 
recognized by both business and govern- 
ment representatives that, though every- 
one might wish most trade and exchange 
controls could be abolished, the controls 
are not going to be eliminated in the 
near future. Consequently, the confer- 
ence proposed that particular attention 
be given to methods by which existing 
controls might be simplified. It was 
generally agreed that there were three 
major difficulties in administering pres- 
ent controls: (1) Extra work, including 
a great deal of paper work; (2) delays in 
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receipt of the necessary licenses or other 
documents required; and (3) uncerta:nty 
about the possibility of getting the requi- 
site licenses or permits. 

The need for close liaison between gov- 
ernment and business in solving these 
problems was recognized. The confer- 
ence recommended that those countries 
which do not now have business advisory 
committees for this purpose should give 
consideration to their establishment. 

Some excellent papers were presented 
on the desirability of standardization 
of commercial products, as well as meth- 
ods of achieving it. The proposal was 
made that ECAFE consider a convention 
to concern itself with the problems of 
standardization in the region, and that 
there be a regional standards organiza- 
tion, perhaps affiliated with interna- 
tional business groups now existing in 
this field. 

There was some discussion as to the 
need for improved trade-term usage in 
the region and in world trade. Although 
a glossary of commercial terms was pre- 
sented by the Secretariat, the conference 
deemed it desirable that further efforts 
be made to effect a broader knowledge 
of the meaning of contracts and a fuller 
understanding of the contractual rights 
and obligations of sellers and buyers. 
This discussion was particularly per- 
tinent in conjunction with the wide- 
spread agreement among all the dele- 
gations as to the need for additional 
commercial arbitration facilities 
throughout the area. Not enough in- 
formation about how this cduld be ac- 
complished was given in the papers pre- 
sented, and the conference recommended 
the acceptance of the suggestions of the 
United States delegation, which appear 
in the final report issued by the con- 
ference. 

Another recommendation made .was 
that countries inside and outside the 
region should have periodic discussions 
on trade plans. It was believed that this 
would throw much light on export pos- 
sibilities and import requirements. The 





conference felt that the ECAFE Secre- 
tariat, to the extent of its resources, and 
in cooperation with other United Na- 
tions organizations, should make its 
services available for this purpose. 


Impact of Rearmament on 


Trade 


The agenda item, Impact of Rearma- 
ment on Trade in Capital and Consumer 
Goods and on Raw and Semifinished 
Materials in the Region, provoked con- 
siderable discussion. Nearly every coun- 
try representative spoke on the subject. 
The discussion centered primarily on 
the availability of capital goods rather 
than on the export of raw materials. 
Several delegates indicated that their 
countries were having difficulty in ob- 
taining supplies and equipment for eco- 
nomic development. This was attrib- 
uted, in most instances, to the increased 
armament programs which \had been 
undertaken by the supplying countries. 

Representatives of the United King- 
dom, the Netherlands, and France ad- 
mitted that there were some difficulties 
in the supply of these goods, but stated 
that their countries would continue to 
make every effort to supply the ECAFE 
region with the commodities needed. 
There was considerable feeling that the 
countries of the region were overly pes- 
Simistic with respect to availabilities. 
The United States delegation reported 
that the general supply situation was 
not an unfavorable one. Although it was 
recognized that there was a limited list 
of United States products which might 
not be freely available either for do- 
mestic consumption or for export, never- 
theless it appeared likely, on the basis 
of a most careful examination of United 
States availabilities and indications of 
foreign demand, that the volume of 
United States exports to the ECAFE re- 
gion would continue during the remain- 
der of 1951, as it had during the first 
6 months, to exceed 1950 levels. Fur- 
thermore, the United States delegation 
pointed out, the Government of the 
United States had undertaken to share 
short-supply commodities with all 
friendly countries and had placed into 
effect a quota and allocation system de- 
signed to give the needs of friendly coun- 
tries equal consideration with domestic 
needs. 

The final report of the conference re- 
cognizes some of the uncertainties in- 
volved but clearly states that, in the 
view of most of the supplying countries, 
even under the present circumstances of 
rearmament the possibilities of supply 
should not be underestimated. The re- 
port noted that much depended on ac- 
tion taken by countries of the ECAFE 
region themselves. It urged them to 
take full advantage of available con- 
tacts with the supplying countries and 
to make certain that firm orders for cap- 
ital goods are placed in good time. The 
conference agreed that special consid- 
eration should be given by the supply- 
ing countries to the needs of the ECAFE 
region for development projects which 
are already well advanced. The con- 
ference also suggested that the ECAFE 
Secretariat might usefully exchange in- 
formation on ways in which purchasing 
arrangements, administrative proce- 
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Moves Toward Simpler International Customs 


Interested export and import firms 
and organizations are invited to present 
to the Office of International Trade their 
comments and suggested improvements 
on two documents dealing with customs 
and documentary practices that were 
prepared at the Sixth Session of the Con- 
tracting Parties to the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (“GATT”) 
last fall, along the lines recommended 
by the International Chamber of Com- 
merce. The two documents are: (a) an 
International Convention for the Pur- 
pose of Facilitating the Importation of 
Commercial Samples and Advertising 
Material, and (b) a series of standard 
practices designed to simplify the official 
documentary requirements for the im- 
portation of goods and the incidental 
consular formalities. 

The thirty-odd member governments, 
including the United States, have agreed 
to present their comments or suggestions 
for amendments to the GATT Secre- 
tariat at Geneva by April 1 for consoli- 


Practices 


dation, so that the members may be in 
a position to give these documents more 
definite formulation at their next Ses- 
sion, planned for June. 

Summaries of the provision of the 
Draft Convention and of the proposed 
simplified documentary and consular 
practices are presented below. Copies 
of the full texts of these documents, to 
which is attached as background ma- 
terial the report of the Working Party 
which drafted them, are available for 
examination at each Field Office of the 
Department of Commerce. Those desir- 
ing individual copies for special study 
may obtain them upon request to the 
Office of International Trade, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, D.C. 

The present drafts are the result of 
considerable official and commercial 
discussion of the problems over a period 
of years, and have been prepared in the 
light of the complaints of foreign traders 
regarding the handicaps in various 
countries upon the admission of samples 


and advertising material and the un- 
necessary burdens in connection with 
the documentation on commercial ship- 
ments. In developing the attitude which 
the United States representatives at the 
Seventh Session are to take on the re- 
vision of the present drafts, the Federal 
agencies working on the matter will be 
glad to have the benefit of the sugges- 
tions of practicing foreign traders who 
have been encountering special difficul- 
ties in these respects. 

In presenting their suggestions, firms 
and organizations are requested to in- 
dicate specifically any new provision or 
amendment they consider desirable, and 
support that with a brief citation of the 
handicaps being experienced under the 
existing requirements of particular 
countries which prompt the suggestion. 
To receive adequate consideration any 
comments or suggestions should be re- 
ceived at Washington by March 1, in 
duplicate. 


Proposed International Convention Regarding Samples and Advertising Material 


Each Contracting Party to the Con- 
vention would undertake to exempt from 
import duties samples of goods of all 
kinds imported into its territory, pro- 
vided such samples are of negligible 
value and are used only for soliciting 
orders. Where, however, samples are 
chargeable with import duty, they shall 
be given temporary duty-free admission, 
subject to such deposit of the amount 
of the duty payable or security for pay- 
ment as may be required. Detailed pro- 
visions are embodied regarding the 
identification of samples, the period al- 
lowed for reexportation and the refund 
of duties deposited. 


Proposed Simplified Standards for Import Documentation 


The recommendations regarding im- 
port documentation and consular for- 
malities, which are summarized below, 
are being proposed for adoption in June 
not as a formal Convention, but rather 
as a series of standard practices by 
which governments should, whenever 
possible, be guided in formulating their 
requirements in these matters. 


Import Documentation 


The proposed standards call for a re- 
duction in a number of different docu- 
ments required on import transactions, 
or for combining existing separate docu- 
ments into a single standard invoice 
form. The standards suggest that, 


Catalogues, price lists and trade no- 
tices are to be exempt from import 
duties, within defined limits and with 
specified exceptions. Films of a width 
not exceeding 16 mm., showing the na- 
ture or operation of products whose 
qualities cannot be adequately demon- 
strated by samples or catalogues, are to 
be given similar temporary duty-free 
admission, 

The contracting parties to the Con- 
vention would also undertake not to ap- 
ply import prohibitions or restrictions by 
means of quotas, import licenses or other 


where statistical information is required, 
the government of the exporting country 
should get its data from the exporter, 
and the government of the importing 
country from the importer. 

They also suggest that it should not 
be obligatory for the exporter or shipper 
to classify his goods according to the 
Customs Tariff of the country of impor- 
tation. While governmental authorities 
should be free to require their import 
or export documents to be made out in 
their terms of their own weights and 
measures, commercial documents ex- 
pressed in weights and measures of the 
other country involved, or in the terms 
used internationally in the trade con- 


measures on the importation of samples 
not involving payment, whether they are 
exempt or are admitted temporarily 
duty free. 

The contracting parties are to grant 
every possible facility when determining 
the formalities required in respect of 
matters covered by the Convention. 
They will also publish promptly all 
relevant regulations. 

Disputes as to interpretation or ap- 
plication of the Convention are to be 
settled by negotiation among the con- 
tracting parties concerned. If this fails, 
certain further procedures are laid down. 


and Consular Formalities 


cerned, should be accepted in support of 
official documents. 


Consular Formalities 


The draft recommendations formu- 
lated suggest the abolition of consular 
invoices and of all consular. visas for 
commercial invoices, certificates of 
origin, manifests, etc. It is recognized 
that certain governments may find it im- 
possible to dispense with these docu- 
ments and visas, for reasons genuinely 
connected with their customs regula- 
tions. For such cases, a series of rules, 
designed to minimize costs and hard- 
ships to traders, are put forward for ob- 
servance by the consular authorities in 
the countries of exportation. 
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U. S. Capital Sought for 
New Cellulose Plant 


United States capital participation is in- 
vited by a Brazilian group of businessmen 
who reportedly contemplate the establish- 
ment of a corporation for the purpose of 
constructing and operating a cellulose plant 
in the State of Rio Grande do Sul. 

Dr. Joéo Maximo dos Santos, Director of 
the Banco Porto Alegrense, S. A., and an 
active member of the project, states that 
establishment of the plant will require about 
$8,000,000, of which capital one-half or more 
may be foreign. A principal reason for the 
interest in United States capital is, according 
to Dr. dos Santos, the need to obtain dollars 
for use in purchasing equipment. Other re- 
quirements include cbtaining land and pine 
producing areas, constructing buildings, and 
establishing transportation facilities. 

The Brazilian group envisages excellent do- 
mestic market potentialities for paper and 
cardboard, stating that Brazil, which in 1950 
produced 250,000 tons of paper products, 
imported more than $33,000,000 worth of cel- 
lulose paper. And it is believed that imports 
into Brazil of cellulose products would offer 
little competition, since Brazil forbids im- 
ports competing with paper products pro- 
duced domestically in sufficient volume to 
meet Brazilian demand. Moreover, once the 
domestic demand for paper products is satis- 
fied, consideration would be given to devel- 
opment of export markets. 

Firms and organizations interested in this 
project are invited to communicate with Dr. 
Joiio Maximo dos Santos, Caixa Postal No. 
304, Porto Alegre, Brazil (cable address: 
“Alegrense”). 


Spanish Firm Desires 
U. S. Participation 


A working agreement with a United States 
manufacturer, involving investment, licens- 
ing, and representation arrangements in 
Spain, is sought by a Spanish producer of 
agricultural implements. Specifically, the 
firm—Hijos de Angel Moreno—desires a 
United States concern to invest patents, 
manufacturing methods, and machinery in 
its enterprise; and wishes to represent in 
Spain, on an exclusive basis, United States 
manufacturers of types of agricultural ma- 
chinery that cannot be made in Spain. 

Hijos de Angel Moreno currently engages 
in the production of plows, harrows, culti- 
vators, and truck trailers, a set of sketches of 
this equipment being available on a loan 
basis from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. The firm states that it 
maintains sales representatives in more than 
50 Spanish cities, selling to wholesalers, agri- 
cultural cooperatives, and direct to farmers. 

Interested United States firms are invited 
to correspond with Hijos de Angel Moreno, 
Carretera Gallur-Sanguesa, Ejea de los 
Caballeros, Garagoza Province, Spain. 
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Mineral Property in 
Kenya for Sale 


James Grennan, of Kenya, British East 
Africa, reportedly owns a lease to a property 
which he claims to be rich in minerals, and 
which he desires to sell outright to a United 
States buyer or to lease on a cash-plus- 
royalty basis. 

Mr. Grennan’s summary description of the 
property is quoted as follows: “Situated in 
Teita Hills, Voi, Kenya, East Africa. Four 
anthophyllite asbestos locations containing 
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immense quantities of good clean asbestos 
fiber. The locations also contain graphite, 
vermiculite, kyanite, and magnesite. A fifth 
location has ruby mica and kyanite. All 
locations are duly registered in Nairobi and 
developed up to date; renewable in 1952. 
Total area approximately 228,000 square 
yards. Alabaster and gypsum lately re- 
ported as yet unproved. Roads good. Water 
good and available. Nearest rail station 18 
miles. Nearest port Mombasa, 140 miles by 
rail. African labor available in neighbor- 
hood. Mines Department average asbestos 
tests reveal on %-inch mesh fiber=4.9%; 
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Editor’s Note 


The firms and individuals listed herewith have recently expressed their interest in 
buying or selling in the United States, or in the representation of United States firms. 
Most of these trade opportunities have been reported by American Foreign Service 
officers abroad, following requests by local firms for assistance in locating American 
trade contracts. Interested United States firms should correspond directly with the 
firms listed concerning any projected business arrangements. In specific instances, 
and as noted in individual listings, supplementary data, such as trade literature, 
photographs, price information, or samples are available from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, U. S. Department of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

While every effort is made to include only firms or individuals of good repute, the 
Department of Commerce cannot assume any responsibility for any transactions 
undertaken with these firms. The usual precautions should be taken in all cases, 
and all transactions are subject to prevailing laws and regulations in this country 


World Trade Directory Reports are available to qualified United States firms on the 


firms listed herein, and may be obtained upon request from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division of the Department of Commerce or through the Field Offices listed 
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on %4-inch plus 10 mesh fiber 45.5%; on 10 
plus 22 mesh fiber 33.5%; on 22 mesh dust 
16.3%.” 

Mr. Grennan states that the outright sale 
price is £5,000 (about US$14,050), and terms 
for a 10-year lease would be £1,000 (about 
US$2,810) “plus 10% on all quantities f. o. r. 
and selling price.” 

Interested parties may communicate direct 
with Mr. Grennan, P. O. Box, Voi, Kenya, 
for further details. 


Requirements for 
Chittagong Port Development 


Bids are invited by the Government of 
Pakistan for the supply and delivery of ap- 
proximately 4,090 tons of fabricated steel 
work required in connection with certain 
development at the Port of Chittagong. Re- 
quirements consist of stanchions, roof 
trusses, sliding doors, rainwater gutters, 
down pipes, asbestos roofing sheets, and 
north light glasses, complete with fittings 
and ready for erection at the site, for seven 
transit sheds and five export sheds. 

Specifications, contract documents, draw- 
ings, and tender forms are obtainable, sub- 
ject to a charge of $30 per set, from the 
Embassy of Pakistan, Commercial Division, 
2315 Massachusetts Avenue, Washington, 
D. C. 

Bids will be accepted until February 5, 
1952, and should be sent direct to the Di- 
rector-General Railways, Ministry of Com- 
munications (Railway Division), Govern- 
ment of Pakistan, Karachi, Pakistan. 


Iranian Oil Property 
Offered for Sale 


Oil property in Iran is offered for sale by 
Robert De Smet, 100 Avenue Franklin Roose- 
velt, Brussels, Belgium, the attorney for the 
Iranian owner. The property is reportedly 
valued at $10,000,000. 

Interested parties are invited to commu- 
nicate with Mr. De Smet for further infor- 
mation. 


German and Italian Electronic 
Production Facilities 


Representatives of the Defense Production 
Administration and the Electronics Produc- 
tion Resources Agency surveyed a number of 
German and Italian manufacturers of elec- 
tronic components during October 1951. 
Their report reveals the availability of re- 
sistors of various sizes, fine enameled resist- 
ance wire (approximately 40 pounds per 
month), selenium rectifiers, precision wire 
wound resistors, and potentiometers from 
plants in Germany and Italy. 

The names of manufacturers in these 
countries with data as to current and po- 
tential production may be obtained subject 
to a charge of $1.00 per country from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
the field offices of the Department. 


German-Owned Assets in 
Italy Again for Sale 


The Committee on German Assets in Italy 
is inviting new offers to purchase the 2,000 
shares of the German-owned firm Soc. An. 
per il Commercio dei Materiali Bosch, Milan, 
Italy, with the period for receipt of bids to 
expire at midnight, February 28, 1952. De- 
tails of this property were reported in earlier 
announcements (FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY, 
June 4 and August 6, 1951). The new offer- 
ing for sale of the share portfolio of the 
company results from the fact that the Com- 
mittee did not accept any bids received in 
the two previous auctions. 

A reserve price of 70,000,000 lire has been 
established by the Committee, and a guar- 
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antee deposit of 3,500,000 lire must accom- 
pany each bid. 

Further information may be obtained from 
the Ministero del Tesoro, Ufficio Beni Alleati 
e Nemici, Rome, Italy, to which agency bids 
should be submitted. 


Procurement of Buses 
for Madras, India 


The Bus Transport Department, Madras, 
India, has reportedly been authorized by the 
Madras Government to purchase one double- 
decker bus and seven single-decker diesel 
buses for Madras City, with construction of 
the body work of these buses to be done at 
the Government Automobile Workshop in 
Chromepet, near Madras City. 

Interested firms may wish to communicate 
with the Secretary, Bus Transport Depart- 
ment, Madras, India, concerning this pro- 
curement. 


Turkey to Purchase Port and 
Harbor Equipment 


The Railways and Harbor Construction 
Department of the Turkish Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works, Ankara, Turkey, is reportedly con- 
ducting a series of 19 adjudications, which 
began on January 3 and will extend through 
February 25, 1952, for the purchase of port 
and harbor equipment. Specifications cov- 
ering 19 equipment groups are available from 
the Railways and Harbor Construction De- 
partment only at a cost varying from TL25 
to TL15100 each. 

Value of the equipment to be purchased, 
which will reportedly be financed through 
1950 IBRD port development credit, is esti- 
mated by the Ministry of Public Works at 
$5,000,000. 

United States firms interested in this pro- 
curement may obtain specifications through 
their Turkish agents. 


Licensing Opportunities 


1. France—Ateliers Electro-Mécaniques de 
la Seine (manufacturer of mechanical and 
electro-mechanical equipment), 28-30, rue 
du Docteur Bauer, Saint-Ouen (Seine), de- 
sires to be licensed by a United States firm 
for the manufacture and sale in France of 
products similar to its present lines, includ- 
ing metal and woodworking machines, 
motors, special pumps, mining and public 
works equipment, and special automobile 
and motorcycle parts. 

2. Germany—Th. Kauffmann K. G. Rolla- 
denfabrik & Maschinenbau (manufacturer 
and exporter of venetian blinds) , Burgunder- 
strasse 16/18, Koln (Rhein), wishes to li- 
cense for manufacture in the United States 
a patented venetian blind made of nonfer- 
rous metal laminas. Firm states this new 
blind operates with one cord only, and the 
laminas are wound up in one roll; when the 
cord is released or pulled the laminas turn 
horizontally, and roll or unroll themselves. 

3. Italy—Braschi & Co. (manufacturer and 
importer of water treatment and purification 
plants for household and industrial pur- 
poses), Via Roma 43, Leghorn, wishes to ob- 
tain United States patents, processes, tech- 
niques, laboratory equipment, and machin- 
ery, for the manufacture in Italy of water 
treatment and purification plants. 

(See also Export Opportunity for this firm 
in this issue.) 

4. Italy—Soc. Acc. ITALCENTR (professor 
of rabbit hair for hats and leather tanning, 
wholesaler, importer, exporter), Torrita di 
Siena, wishes to obtain United States pat- 
ents, processes, and machinery for processing 
rabbit hair according to modern methods 
and techniques. Firm states it is interested 
in chemical processes for rabbit hair used 
in hat making which do not require the use 
of mercury. 

(See also Import Opportunity for this firm 
in this issue.) 


5. Italy—Marelli & Fossati di Federico 
Marelli e Dott. Arrigo Medri (producer of 
formulae for the manufacture of waterproof 
cement and the quick hardening of cement 
when subject to water infiltration; plastic . 
and elastic mastics for waterproofing flat or 
curved surfaces; anti-rust, -acid, and -alka- 
line varnishes; varnishes for protecting ce- 
ment against corrosion of naphtha and 
mineral and vegetable oils), Via Scalabrini 
86, Como, is interested in a two-way licensing 
arrangement, specifically: (1) Italian firm to 
obtain United States patents, processes, tech- 
niques, and know-how, for the manufacture 
of similar products in Italy; (2) United 
States company to use Italian firm’s proc- 
esses and techniques for the manufacture of 
its products in the United States. 

6. Netherlands—Zeepfabriek “De Klok” 
(manufacturer of soap and allied products), 
Heerde, desires to be licensed by a United 
States firm for the manufacture and sale of 
American soaps and cleansers in the Nether- 
lands. 

7. Norway—Unitor A/S (manufacturer of 
welding transformers, electrodes, and gas 
welding equipment), Sérligaten 8, Oslo, is 
interested in obtaining United States pat- 
ents, processes, techniques, and machinery, 
for the manufacture in Norway of equipment 
for gas, steam or compressed air welding. 


Import Opportunities 


8. Australia—Bryan Mansell (artist), 37 
Marion Street, Killara (Sydney, N. S. W.), 
desires to introduce to United States textile 
companies Australian aboriginal designs 
suitable for printing scarves, sports wear, 
beach wear, and draperies. Mr. Mansell’s 
work is said to be based on the use of 
aboriginal pictorial symbols which lend 
themselves readily to printing on textiles. 
It is reported that Mr. Mansell was recently 
commissioned by the New South Wales Gov- 
ernment to prepare several panels depicting 
primitive Australian designs for mounting 
in State railway carriages, and the artist has 
also been approached by the Commonwealth 
Government for the purpose of completing 
aboriginal paintings for Australia’s winter 
chalet at Mt. Kesiusko. 

World Trade Directory Report not applica- 
ble. 

9. Australia—L. & M. Newman Pty. Ltd. 
(export), 427 Spencer Street, Melbourne, 
Victoria, offers to export 2,000 tons of first- 
quality heavy melting scrap steel bomb rings. 

10. Australia—Perfection Silverware Dis- 
tributors Pty. Ltd. (manufacturer), 105 
Clarence Street, Sydney, wishes to sell 
through a distributor electroplated and 
nickel-silver articles, including condiment 
sets, cocktail shakers and accessories, tea 
sets, and allied ware, monthly value approxi- 
mately $12,000. Price information and cata- 
log may be obtained on a loan basis. 

11. Belgium—Jeroom Devos-Nuvtten 
(manufacturer), 118 Meinenheirweg, Roulers 
(Roesselare), seeks United States market and 
agent for drill presses and grinding machines. 
Price information and illustrated literature 
is available on a loan basis. 

12. Colombia—Jaime Bonilla R. (exporter), 
Carrera 10 No. 12-96, Bogota, offers to sell 
either direct or through an agent 32,000 
pounds of cerorylin palm waz. Laboratory 
analysis: Extracted wax, 80.8 percent; residue 
(dirt), 18.8 percent; volatile (moisture), 0.4 
percent; melting point, 69.6° C.; acid value, 
26.8; saponification value, 58.9. Findings of 
a test to reveal the resin content are re- 
ported as follows: True wax, 47 percent (M. P. 
76.5° C.); resin, 53 percent. Price quotation 
c. i. f. New York may be obtained on request. 

13. Denmark—A/S International Export 
& Import (export and commission mer- 
chant), Dampfaergevej 7-9, Copenhagen 4g, 
offers to export and seeks agent for lecithin 
(ex ovo), 65 and 90 to 95 percent purity, 
packed in 1-pound net glass jars, and ap- 
proximately 50 metric tons of green salted 
walrus hides, minimum weight 50 kilos per 
half hide. 








14. Denmark—Helmuth A. Jensen (export 
merchant), Bernh. Bangs Alle 20, Copen- 
hagen, offers on an outright sale basis 
high quality “Ballerup” kitchen machines, 
equipped with accessories for grating, knead- 
ing, peeling, stirring, and whipping. As 
firm has had no previous experience in ship- 
ping to the United States, it would appre- 
ciate any necessary shipping instructions. 
Price information and illustrated booklet 
may be obtained on a loan basis. 

15. Denmark—Niels Voldmester, Vester- 
brogade 125, Copenhagen V, offers for sale 
one rolling mill (Danish manufacture), suit- 
able for manufacturing heavy boilers or 
tanks. Drawing, specifications, and price 
quotation available on a loan basis. 

16. England—tThe Fortafix Liquid Cement 
Co. (manufacturer), 56 London Road, Bexhill 
on Sea; Sussex, seeks U. S. market for adhe- 
sive liquid cement, which dries like porce- 
lain and withstands heat of 1,000° centi- 
grade. Firm would consider selling the 
manufacturing and distributing rights to 
interested U. S. firms. Literature may be 
obtained on a loan basis. 

17. England—Novelties Unlimited (manu- 
facturer), 395 Hornsey Road, Golloway, Lon- 
don, N. 19, offers on an outright sale basis 
dummy cigars and cigarettes with an arti- 
ficial glow tip. Price information and sam- 
ples may be obtained on request. 

18. England—srra Precision Bearings 
(commission merchant), 192, Sloane Street, 
London, S. W. 1, offers high precision ball 
and roller bearings of French manufacture. 

19. England—John Stream Ltd. (export 
merchant), 300 Kingston Road, London, 
S. W.°20, offers on an outright sale basis 
“Stoppax”, a sewing machine attachment 
designed especially for use on domestic sew- 
ing machines (not suitable for industrial 
power sewing machines), enabling the user 
to stitch freely in any direction. Stoppax is 
wot adaptable to domestic sewing machines 
where the presser foot screw is at the back 
rather than the side of the machine. De- 
sciiptive information, sample of attachment, 
and stitched material available on a loan 
ba: ‘is. 

20. France—Les Chais de L’Armagnac (dis- 
tiller, wholesaler, exporter), Condom, Gers, 
seeks U. S. market and agent for very good 
quality Armagnac brandy (5 years of age 
and older), packed in 75-centiliter glass 
bottles. Firm is particularly interested in 
exporting 1-liter glass decanters (carafes 
“Souvenir de France’) with four compart- 
ments each containing the following liquors: 
Armagnac, Cognac, Kirsch, and Calvados. 
Inspection available in Condom, Gers, 
France, at buyer’s expense. Shipping in- 
structions would be appreciated. Photo- 
graph of souvenir decanter may be Obtained 
on a loan basis. 

21. France—Malbec & Treillard Freres 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), Rue 
André Antoine, Limoges, Haute-Vienne, 
offers for sale either direct or through agents 
high quality or de luxe decorated (decal- 
comania and by hand) chinaware, including 
dinner, tea, and coffee sets, and other arti- 
cles. Inspection available in Limoges, 
Haute-Vienne, France, at buyer’s expense. 

22. German y—Farbenfabriken Bayer 
(manufacturer), Leverkusen-Bayerwerk, of- 
fers on an outright sale basis the following 
chemicals: (1) Aniline dyes; (2) anthra- 
quinone dyes; (3) approximately 25 tons 
monthly of chrome alum; (4) 500 tons 
monthly of formaldehyde, 40 percent vol- 
ume; and (5) 500 tons monthly of pure 
methanol. 

23. Germany—C. F. Becker G. m. b. H. 
“Kabeso” Stahlwarenfabrik (manufacturer), 
4 Koeniggraetzerstrasse, Solingen-Merscheid, 
seeks U. S. market and agent for cutlery, in- 
cluding 400 dozen razors and 400 to 500 dozen 
scissors monthly, grade according to United 
States customs tariff No. 358. Inspection 
available at Fachverband Schneidwaren In- 
dustrie. Price information and illustrated 
literature obtainable on a loan basis. Please 
specify item for which loan material is 
requested. 
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24. Germany—cC. F. Boehringer & Soehne 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturer), 112-124 Sand- 
hoferstr.. Mannheim-Waldhof, offers on an 
outright sale basis, preferably through im- 
porters, in monthly quantities, (1) 2,000 kilo- 
grams of all quinine salts; (2) 100 to 200 
kilograms of H-chlorotheophylline; (3) 1,000 
kilograms of theophylline; and (4) 1,000 kilo- 
grams of theophylline aethylendiamin (ami- 
nophyllin), graded according to JU. S. P. re- 
quirements. 

25. Germany—Gebr. Brill, Maschinenfab- 
rik (manufacturer), 465 Friedrich Engels- 
Allee, Wuppertal-Barmen, wishes to export 
and seeks agent for garden tools, including 
lawn mowers. Illustrated booklet and leaf- 
lets may be obtained on a loan basis. 

26. Germany—Robert Deitenbeck (manu- 
facturer), 4 Nordstrasse, Luedenscheid, de- 
sires to export and seeks agent for fashion- 
able metal buttons suitable for women’s and 
children’s garments. 

27. Germany—G. & H. Doerken, “Guhdo”- 
Werkzeugfabrik (manufacturer), 84-86 Has- 
tener Str., Remscheid, offers on an outright 
sale basis tools for woodworking machines. 
Illustrated catalog (in German) obtainable 
on a loan basis. 

28. Germany—*‘DUREX” Stahl-und Metall- 
warenfabrik Karl Peters Jr. (manufacturer), 
68 Felderstrasse, Solingen, offers on an out- 
right sale basis high-quality shears, includ- 
ing pinking, thinning, and barber scissors. 
Illustrated literature available on a loan 
basis. 

29. Germany—G. Frowein & Co. (manufac- 
turer), Radevormwald-Bergerhof, offers on 
an outright sale basis various types of tools, 
such as files, pliers, levels, hammers, and 
wrenches. Illustrated literature available on 
a loan basis. 

30. Germany—Oskar Guadlitz (manufac- 
turer), 35 Kanonenweg, Coburg/Ofr., Bavaria, 
seeks U. S. market and agent with technical 
knowledge for molded plastic parts (phe- 
nolics, ureas), suitable for the electrotechni- 
cal, radio, and optical industries, as well as 
special tools for the manufacture of these 
parts. 

31. German y—Gussstahlwerk Gelsen- 
kirchen AG. (manufacturer), 86 Bochumer- 
strasse, Gelsenkirchen, offers to export and 
seeks agent for steel castings and gear wheels. 
Illustrated literature (in German and Eng- 
lish) may be obtained on a loan basis 

32. Germany—Th. Goldschmidt A. G. 
(manufacturer), 15 Heilermannstrasse, Es- 
sen, offers on an outright sale basis the fol- 
lowing chemicals, in monthly quantities as 
specified: 1) 30 tons of barium chloride 
(dry), 0.5 percent H,S; 2) 50 tons of sodium 
sulphide, fused in lumps or flakes; 3) 50 tons 
of barium chloride crist., 98 to 100 percent; 4) 
20 tons of litharge; and 5) 25 tons of zinc 
ammonium chloride. 

33. Germany—Th. Goldschmidt A. G.,, 
Chemische Fabriken (manufacturer), 16 
Muelheimer Str., Mannheim-Rheinau, wishes 
to export and seeks agent for barium chloride, 
50 tons monthly of 98 percent crystalline and 
20 to 30 tons monthly of maximum 0.5 per- 
cent H,O anhydrous, packed in jute sacks or 
air-tight drums. Firm will supply samples 
without cost. 

34. Germany—Friedrich Graumann (man- 
ufacturer), 1 Fuersten, Iserlohn, desires to 
export and seeks agent for all kinds of 
needles, quantity according to order. 

35. Germany—C. A. Greiner & Soehne KG., 
Korkwaren- u. Presskork-Fabriken (manu- 
facturer), Nuertingen/Wuertt., seeks U. S. 
market and agent for first-class cork sheets 
suitable for innersoles and automobile gas- 
kets, 10,000 square meters monthly. Price 
list may be obtained on request. 

36. Germany—Heismann G. m. b. H., Dreh- 
teile- & Schraubenfabrik (manufacturer), 
57 Schwarenstrasse, Velbert (Rheinl.), offers 
on an outright sale basis. nuts and screws. 
Illustrated literature available on a loan 
basis. 

37. Germany—Herbig-Haarhaus AG. (man- 
ufacturer), 218/222 Vitalisstrasse, Koeln- 
Eickendorf, offers on an outright sale basis 





varnishes and colored lacquers. Illustrated 
literature (in German and English) may be 
obtained on a loan basis. 

38. Germany-—Dr. Hofmann & Co, 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturer), Oberrahmede/ 
Westf., has available for export all kinds of 
lacquers, quantity according to order. Lit- 
erature (in German) available on a loan 
basis. 

39. Germany—Chemische Werke Huels 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturer), Marl, Krs. Reck- 
linghausen, offers on an outright sale basis 
the following chemicals, in monthly quanti- 
ties as specified: (1) 5 tons of 2-ethylhexane- 
diol, 1,3; (2) approximately 20 tons of 
methyl ethyl ketone, available after May 
1952; (3) 20 tons of butyric acid; (4) 5 tons 
of diethylene glycol mono butyl ether, grade 
identical to butyl carbitol; (5) 20 tons of 
sodium acetate: (6) 50 tons of sodium for- 
mate; (7) 20 to 30 tons of iso octyl alcohol 
(2-ethyl hexanol); (8) 20 tons of ethyl chlo- 
ride; (9) 50 tons of formic acid; (10) 5 to 
10 tons of triethanolamine; (11) 20 tons of 
methyl chloride; and 50 tons of synthetic 
detergents, including sulphonated alkyl and 
alkyl benzene. One catalog (in German) 
may be obtained on a loan basis. 

40. Germany—Wilhelm Japs. Eisen- und 
Roehrengrosshandlung (wholesaler, export- 
er), 245 Hoeherweg, Duesseldort, offers on an 
outright sale basis rolled steel and steel pipes 
(seamless and welded). 

41. Germany—Karl Jungbecker (manufac- 
turer), 53 Bruchstrasse, Olpe/Westf., seeks 
United States market and agent for electrical 
supplies and equipment, quantity according 
to order. Illustrated leaflets (in German) 
may be obtained on a loan basis. 

42. Germany—Heinrich Kaufmann & 
Soehne, Indiawerk K. G. (manufacturer), 18 
Gasstrasse, Solingen, seeks United States 
market and agent for all kinds of cutlery. 

43. Germany—Lehol Trading K. G., W. 
Holzaepfel & Co. (export agent), (14a) Post- 
fach 988, Stuttgart 1, offers to export and 
seeks agent for 50 tons of paints, lacquers, 
and enamels monthly. Catalog available on 
a loan basis. 

44.Germany—Lenz, Kaemper & Co. 
(manufacturer), 11 AM, Neuenhaus, Lueden- 
scheid/Westfalen, offers on an outright sale 
basis wire products, according to sample or 
drawing. Illustrated pamphlet (in German) 
may be obtained on a loan basis. 

45. Germany—Lohmann & Stuhlmann 
(manufacturer), 22 Oberkamperstrasse, 
Wuppertal-Cronenberg, wishes to export and 
seeks agent for clamps and wire spindles. 
Illustrated literature (in German) may be 
obtained on a loan basis. 

46. Germany—Dr. L. C. Marquart A. G. 
(manufacturer), 7 Siegburgerstrasse, Beuel 
am Rhein, offers on an outright sale basis 
lead nitrate, barium nitrate, zinc sulphate, 
strontium chloride, strontium carbonate, 
strontium nitrate, carbonate, subgallate, 
subnitrate, and subsalicylate. 

47. Germany—Emil Muehlmann (manu- 
facturer), 4 Vogteistrasse, Viersen, seeks 
United States market and agent for all kinds 
of centrifuges. Tllustrated literature (in 
German) available on a loan basis. 

48. Germany—Schraubenfabrik Norma KG 
(manufacturer), 14 Dueppenbeckerstrasse, 
Hagen/Westf., has available for export 
monthly 60,000 to 80,000 each of bright 
turned screws, 4% inch to 1 inch, and shaped 
parts of steel, brass, and other materials. 

49. Germany—Ortlinghaus-Werke G. m. 
b. H. (manufacturer), 77 Honsbergerstrasse, 
Remscheid, wishes to export and seeks agent 
for friction and disk clutches. Illustrated 
literature obtainable on a loan basis. 

50. Germany—Dr. Plate G.m.b.H. (manu- 
facturer), 21 Bransdorfer Weg, Bonn, offers 
on an outright sale basis synthetic cord for 
fishing tackle and nets, annual value rang- 
ing from DM500,000 to DM1,000,000. 

51. Germany—Pleuger & Voss (manufac- 
turer), 3a Hasleystrasse, Luedenscheid, seeks 
United States market and agent for locks 
and fittings suitable for leather goods. Illus- 
trated literature available on a loan basis. 
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52. Germany—Farbwerke Franz Rasquin 
A. G. (manufacturer), Postfach 67, Koeln- 
Muelheim, offers on an outright sale basis, 
in monthly quantities as specified, 3 tons of 
toluidin red, 50 tons of chrome green, and 50 
tons of lead chromate. 

53. Germany—Landruf G.m.b.H., Rubertus 
& Fries (manufacturer), Freudenberg, Kreis 
Siegen/W., offers on an outright sale basis 
(1) industrial scales; (2) pumps; and (3) 
agricultural machines and equipment. Il- 
lustrated leaflets (in German) may be ob- 
tained on a loan basis. Please specify item 
number when requesting loan material. 

54. Germany—Oscar Sarhage (manufac- 
turer), 36 Theesenerstr. Bielefeld, has avail- 
able for export pectoral medicines and aro- 
matic and medicinal herbs. 

55. Germany—Alfred H. Schlimper, Fabrik 
fuer pharmazeutische Praeparate u. Koer- 
perpfiegemittel (manufacturer), 25, Hollaen- 
dische Strasse, Bielefeld, offers for sale all 
kinds of cosmetics and chemical products. 

56. Germany—Dr. Ing. Karl Schmidt, 
Fabrik elektrischer Spezialmaschinen und 
Geraete (manufacturer), 9 Hartstrasse, 
Brueckenau-Stadt/Ufr., Bavaria, offers on 
an outright sale basis transformers and other 
equipment for the communication and elec- 
trical industries. Literature (in German) 
available on a loan basis. 

57. Germany—Dr. Schmidt von Bandel, 
Chem. pharm. G.m.b.H. (manufacturer), 9- 
13 Liboristrasse, Muenster/Westf., seeks 
United States market and agent for (1) tech- 
nical chemical products and (2) pharmaceu- 
tical products. Literature (in German and 
English) may be obtained on a loan basis. 
Please specify item number when requesting 
loan material. 

58. Germany—C., Schniewindt K. G. (man- 
ufacturer), 40 Postfach, Neuenrade/Westtf., 
offers on an outright sale basis electrical sup- 
plies. Illustrated literature (in German) 
available on a loan basis. 

59. Germany—G. Siegle & Co. G.m.b.H. 
(manufacturer), 2-10 Kruppstr., Stuttgart- 
Feuerbach, offers on an outright sale basis 
organic pigments, including aniline dyes, 
rubber and fat colors, and inorganic pig- 
ments, such as lead pigments, cadmium and 
ceramic colors, in carload lots of 20 tons 
monthly. Complete list of inorganic pig- 
ments may be obtained on request. 

60. Germany—Steinhoff & Co., Spiralboh- 
rerfabiek (manufacturer of twist drills), 6-8 
Schanzenstrasse, Duesseldorf-Oberkassel, of- 
fers on an outright sale basis twist drills 
from 0.3 to 12.7 mm. @ (14 inch to % inch), 
made from high speed steel. 

61. Italy—A. T. A. Apparecchi Tecnici Af- 
fini (manufacturer), 6 Via Barezzi, Milan, 
seeks United States market and agent for 
measuring and controlling instruments for 
mechanical industries, including microme- 
ters, hole measures, optical goniometers, 
inside measures, and linear levels. Price 
information and illustrated booklet (in 
Italian) may be obtained on a loan basis. 

62. Italy—Danilo Bolonic (export and 
commission merchant, wholesaler), 6 via San 
Donato, Bologna, offers on an outright sale 
basis raw hemp, hemp yarns, hemp teztiles, 
and hemp waste. 

63. Italy—Soc. Acc. ITALCENTR (processor 
and export merchant), Torrita di Siena, 
wishes to export and seeks agent for rabbit 
hair suitable for textile industry and the 
manufacture of hats. 

(See also Licensing Opportunity for this 
firm.) 

64. Mexico—Maya de Mexico, S. A. (Es- 
tampados Maya, S. A.), (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Motolinia 33, Mexico, 
D. F., offers on an outright sale basis 100,000 
meters (approximately 111,000 yards) 


-monthly of cotton, wool, and silk textiles, as 


well as ready-made clothing of these mate- 
rials. Subsequently, firm would like to ap- 
point U. S. agents, excluding California. 
65. Union of South Africa—African 
Vendors (Pty.) Ltd. (producers and export- 
ers of asbestos, tremolite, antophyllite, ver- 
miculite, mica, talc, graphite, fluorspar, 
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ilmenite, and other base minerals), P. O. 
Box 397, Durban, offers for immediate ship- 
ment 300 tons of fluorspar (1 to 3 inch 
lumps) and thereafter approximately 200 
tons monthly. Firm states material guaran- 
teed to conform to the following analysis: 
CaF2, 97 percent minimum; Si02, 1 percent 
maximum; moisture, 0.2 percent; CaCO;, 2 
percent maximum; lead, barium, and sul- 
phur, nil. In addition, firm also has avail- 
able for export various chemicals, asbestos 
(chrysotile), crocidolite (blue), amosite, 
montasite, tremolite, antophyllite, kaolin, 
mica, tale, manganese, chrome, vermiculite, 
and wattle extract. Price quotation (Eng- 
lish pounds) f. o. b. Port Elizabeth, on 
fluorspar only, may be obtained on request. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 

(See also Agency Trade Opportunity on 
this firm.) 

66. Venezuela—Jean Jacques Bichier, Casa 
Ramonade, Marciel, Calle Union, Upata, Edo. 
Bolivar, is in a position to export a ton of 
rock crystals monthly. It is claimed that 
the crystals are of superior quality and suit- 
able for optical, melting, and electrical 
purposes. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 

67. Wales—H. J. Elliott, Ltd. (manufac- 
turer), “E-Mil’’ Works, Treforest Trading Es- 
tate, near Pontypridd, Glamorgan, seeks 
United States market and agent for ther- 
mometers used in oil industries. Specifica- 
tions: I. P., A. 8. T. M., 3. T. P. T..C. M- 
spection available by the National Physical 
Laboratory, or N. B. D., at buyer’s expense. 


Import Agency Opportunity 


68. France—George de Benneville Keim, 
Chateau Les Barrigards, Serrigny-Beaune, 
Céte d’Or, seeks United States agent in a 
position to distribute exclusive wines, spir- 
its, and export beer. An agent already well 
established in the wine and spirits business 
would be desirable. 


Export Opportunities 


69. Australia—Moylan Woollens Pty. Ltd., 
226 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, seeks 
a United States firm or person in a position 
to furnish regularly information and sam- 
ples of the latest and most fashionable 
tertiles which are being used for women’s 
clothing in the United States. Firm states 
it is primarily interested in woolen cloths 
for ladies’ wear, but is also anxious to have 
reports on men’s wear, and information on 
rayon types. 

70. Belgium—Congo Special Wood, 
S. P. R. L. (importer of articles to cut and 
preserve wood, exporter, commission mer- 
chant handling forestry implements), 64 
rue de l’Empereur, Antwerp, urgently re- 
quests purchase quotations for all types of 
best quality preservatives for lumber. Prices 
to be quoted c. i. f. Matadi, payment against 
documents. 

71. Ecuador—Comercial Intaco S. A. 
(importing retailer, potential commission 
agent or importing distributor), Casilla 3619 
(Eloy Alfaro 327-331), Guayaquil, seeks pur- 
chase quotations and agency for small locks, 
principally latch, pin tumbler, and plate 
types, for front and inner doors. Minimum 
quantity per month: 100 locks. 

72. Italy—Braschi & C. (manufacturer of 
water treatment and purification plants), 43 
via Roma, Leghorn, seeks purchase quota- 
tions and agency for water treatment and 
purification plants. 

(See also Licensing Opportunity for this 
firm in this issue.) 


Agency Opportunities 


73. Bahamas—William W. Cartwright & 
Co. (manufacturer’s agent), P. O. Box 494, 
25 Union Street, Nassau, seeks agencies for 


foodstuffs, clothing, household goods, and 
toys. 


74. Denmark—Scandinavian Shipbuilding 
Service (manufacturer’s agent), Badstue- 
straede 13, Copenhagen K, seeks agency for 
supplies for the shipbuilding industry. Firm 
states it has close connections with leading 
shipyards and shipowners in Denmark, Nor- 
way, Sweden, and Finland, and wishes to ob- 
tain the representation in these countries 
for United States exporters of above supplies. 

75. Dominican Republic—Raymond _ E. 
Acosta Abreu, Inc. (commission merchant), 
Presidente Gonzalez 25, Ciudad Trujillo, de- 
sires agencies for kraft paper bags, sulphite 
paper, 100-page school note books, fruit 
juices, canned ham, plain and corrugated 
galvanized sheet (28-gage), tin plate, and 
green electric wire. : 

76. France—Generale de Recuperation et 
Classage de Vieux Papiers (wholesaler, sales 
agent, potential importer), 9 Rue Compans, 
Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, wishes to obtain 
agency for southwest France from United 
States manufacturers of good quality pack- 
ing and wrapping paper (kraft, sulphite, 
bleached, et cetera), in rolls or sheets, for all 
kinds of commercial and industrial uses. 
Firm is also interested in the importation of 
all kinds of old and waste paper, for own 
account, when dollar credits are available. 

77. Indi a—Kaiser-I-Hind Association 
(manufacturer, exporter), 90, Daryaganj 
Park (Post Box 1414), Delhi, offers its serv- 
ices as agent to United States firms for the 
display of articles, general advertising, or 
publicity, in connection with a forthcoming 
commercial and industrial exhibition in New 
Delhi. 

78. Mezico—William A. Griffin (manufac- 
turer’s agent), Bajio 227-2, Mexico, D. F., 
seeks agencies for paper and papeteries, tex- 
tiles and dry goods specialties, hardware, and 
electrical household articles. 

79. Mezico—Talleres del Norte, S. A. (manu- 
facturer of agricultural implements, springs, 
also machine shop work on order), F. VU. 
Gomez 1050 Norte, Monterrey, seeks exclusive 
agency for all kinds of automobile, truck, 
heavy truck, and passenger bus spare parts 
and supplies. Firm states it is interested in 
the distribution of a complete line of spare 
parts and accessories throughout the Re- 
public of Mexico. 

Current World Trade Directory Report 
being prepared. 

80. Union of South Africa—African Ven- 
dors (Pty) Ltd. (producer and exporter of 
asbestos, tremolite, antophyllite, vermiculite, 
mica, talc, graphite, fluorspar, ilmenite, and 
other base metals), P. O. Box 397, Durban, 
wishes to act as sales agents for United States 
manufacturers of products made from the 
above-named raw materials, as well as United 
States producers of minerals and other indus- 
trial raw materials. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 


(See also Import Opportunity for this firm 
in this issue.) 


Foreign Visitors 


81. England—Berthold Gutermann, rep- 
resenting Cussons Sons & Co. (manufacturer 
and exporter of toilet soaps and toilet prep- 
arations), Kersal Vale, Manchester 7, is in- 
terested in exporting soap novelties and toilet 
soaps. Scheduled to arrive January 20, via 
New York, for a visit of 3 weeks. U.S. ad- 
dress: c/o Muller & Phipps Asia Ltd., 1 Park 
Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Bal- 
timore, and possibly other cities. 

82. England—Mrs. Lutwyche, representing 
Rosebury Cellulosing Co., Ltd., Wicklow 
Street, London, W. C. 1, is interested in sell- 
ing heat-resistant pictorial and fabric table 
mats of good quality and original design. 
Scheduled to arrive January 28, via New York, 
for a visit of 16 to 20 days. U.S. address: 
c/o British Consulate General, 350 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, and Cleveland. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 

(Continued on p. 28) 
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NEWS by COUNTRIES 


Prepared in 
Office of International Trade, 
Department of Commerce 


Belgium 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN OCTOBER— 
NOVEMBER 


INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY 


The unofficial index of industrial activity 
in Belgium in November declined to 148.6 
from the provisional figure of 154.2 for Octo- 
ber, largely because there were only 25 work- 
ing days in November, compared with 27 in 
October. The daily level of industrial activ- 
ity in November may have been somewhat 
higher than in October. Sharp declines in 
cement production and in the construction 
industry were seasonal. There was also a 
marked drop in synthetic-textile production, 
reportedly because of a drop in export 
demand. 

Preliminary estimates on coal production 
during November indicate that daily produc- 
tion reached approximately 105,500 tons, 
compared with about 100,000 tons in October, 
and total production for November amounted 
to approximately 2,635,000 toms, compared 
with 2,730,000 tons in October. Belgian 
crude-steel production amounted to 426,000 
metric tons during November, compared with 
460,000 metric tons in October. Daily aver- 
age production in November was almost ex- 
actly the same as for October—approximately 
17,000 metric tons. 

The new Anglo-Iranian and Petrofina re- 
fining installation at Antwerp was in opera- 
tion. Since the first of October the refinery 
has been producing all types of finished 
petroleum products for the distribution 
agencies of the owning companies. The ini- 
tial plans were to refine 1,400,000 tons of 
crude petroleum annually, but in view of 
the increased need for petroleum products 
the refinery is now expected to have a poten- 
tial capacity of 2,000,000 tons of crude oil 
ayear. The products of the refinery are to be 
distributed in Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, and Switzerland by affiliates of 
Petrofina and the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. 


PrIcE INDEXES 


The retail-price index rose again in Novem- 
ber, to 420.8 from 419.1 in October and 417.1 
in September. The rise was due principally 
to a seasonal rise in the prices of eggs, but- 
ter, milk, and potatoes, and also to an up- 
swing in the price of dried vegetables. This 
rise over 420 is critical because a number of 
labor union contracts provide for automatic 
wage increases ranging from 1 to 5 percent 
when the retail price index reaches 420. 

The wholesale-price index, which had 
dropped from 475 in June to 464 in Septem- 
ber, rose to 473 in October. This increase is 
believed to reflect primarily intensified for- 
eign and domestic demand for Belgian prod- 
ucts. The principal component increases 
were registered by vegetable products, fats 
and oils, mineral a. wood, textiles, 
and metals. 

FOREIGN TRADE 


The breakdown of October exports by 
country of destination shows that the record 
October export figure of 12,474,000,000 Bel- 
gian francs was achieved as a result of a 
general increase in exports to nearly all 
countries. Exports to the United States in- 
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creased from 694,000,000 francs in September 
to 770,000,000 francs in October, and exports 
to all EPU countries except Greece, Switzer- 
land, the Netherlands, and Portugal in- 
creased. 

Total BLEU imports for October were 
valued at 10,936,000,000 Belgian francs, an 
increase of 2,204,000,000 Belgian francs from 
the September figure. However, the favor- 
able balance dropped to 1,538,000,000 Belgian 
francs for October, as compared with 2,592,- 
000,000 Belgian francs for September. Ex- 
ports covered 114 percent of imports in Octo- 
ber, whereas the comparable figure for Sep- 
tember was 129. 

The total value of BLEU exports in No- 
vember was 11,009,000,000 Belgian francs. 
Import figures for November are not yet 
available, but the BLEU surplus in EPU 
amounted to about $79,000,000 in November, 
as compared with $43,000,000 in October. 
Although the November surplus may include 
some delayed payments for Belgian exports 
delivered in October, this substantial in- 
crease in the surplus increases anxiety over 
the Belgian EPU position. 


FINANCE 


On October 29 the Government put into 
effect an export tax, the proceeds of which 
are to help finance the recently announced 
2,600,000,000-franc increase in wages and 
benefits to Belgian workers. Three different 
effective tax rates are to be applied to three 
different categories of export products. The 
rates are 1 percent, 2 percent, and 3 percent. 
The base upon which the tax is to be col- 
lected is the sale price of the merchandise. 
Foreign demand for many of Belgium’s ex- 
ports, particularly steel and metal fabrica- 
tions, on which the export tax is collectible 
at the 3 percent rate, is relatively inelastic 
under present world conditions; and as a 
consequence, it may be anticipated that 
much of the export tax will be passed on to 
foreign consumers. 

The Belgian budget for 1952 was presented 
to Parliament on November 3, 1951. The 
ordinary budget provides for expenditures of 
70,400,000,000 francs, as compared with an 
amount of 63,500,000,000 francs voted for 
1951, and an estimated 64,800,000,000 francs 
of final expenditures for 1951, which will be 
realized when Parliament votes supplemen- 
tary appropriations shortly to be introduced. 
The extraordinary budget for 1952 shows 
21,400,000,000 francs of expenditures and 
1,400,000,000 francs of receipts, leaving a def- 
icit of 20,000,000,000 francs to be financed by 
loans. The Government expects great dif- 
ficulty in meeting this financing problem.— 
U. S. Empassy, BrRussELS, Dec. 10, 1951. 


Belgian Congo 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


Port CONGESTION DECLARED AT AN END 


The state of congestion at the ports of 
Matadi and Leopoldville, which less than 2 
months ago resulted in a suspension of all 
import licenses for goods destined for the 
Belgian Congo, was officially terminated on 
December 27, 1951. (See ForEIGn COMMERCE 





WEEKLY of December 24, 1951.) At a recent 
meeting of Government officials and press 
representatives the acting Governor General 
of the Congo stated that the transportation 
crisis was being solved but care should be 
exercised so that a sudden influx of merchan- 
dise would not complicate port conditions. 
He added that current import restriction 
would be removed gradually but that the 
transportation commission would continue to 
exercise close supervision over the importa- 
tion of goods. 

Stocks at the ports of Matadi and Leopold- 
ville on December 10, 1951, totaled 47,751 
tons, as compared with 56,496 tons on Novem- 
ber 26. 


Bolivia 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN DECEMBER 


Certain unfavorable economic factors were 
intensified in Bolivia during December. The 
Government required a sizable loan to meet 
current obligations. Rising prices neces- 
sitated relaxation of the unofficial wage 
freeze, and shortages of meat and sugar 
occasioned public criticism and discontent. 


FINANCE 


Bolivia’s Junta decreed that the Christmas 
bonus of a month’s wages customary in in- 
dustry be given Government employees also. 
The 130,000,000-boliviano expenditure in- 
volved probably will be charged against the 
1952 national budget. The Government has 
already resorted to various financing ex- 
pedients, and the expectation is that it will 
require a sizable loan from the Central Bank 
to meet year-end obligations. 

The Mining Bank has sold approximately 
$400,000 of its dollar reserves, and it is ex- 
pected to dispose of an additional $1,600,000 
within the next 3 months. The initial sale 
was effected at 190 bolivianos to the dollar, 
which, with bank commissions and taxes, 
actually cost the importer 196.20. This sale 
and the anticipation of further sales has re- 
duced the curb rate of exchange from 208 
to 202 bolivianos to the dollar. The pro- 
ceeds of these sales are being used for the 
purchase of currently permitted luxury 
items. 

MINING 


A decree designed to stimulate wolfram 
production will be issued shortly. An an- 
nual quota of 2,000 metric tons will be fixed 
and any excess production will receive the 
advantages of lower taxes and lower foreign 
exchange surrender requirements. 


PETROLEUM 


Drilling operations at the Camiri field 
have been stepped up. Two new wells put 
on flow had raised production an estimated 
200 barrels a day, but production was still 
too low to permit steady operation of the 
Cochabamba and Sucre refineries: 


BarRTER AGREEMENT 
The Mining Bank and the German firm, 
Ferrostaal, were about to conclude an agree- 
ment involving the barter of 250 tons of 
Bolivian wolfram in concentrates against 
German capital goods not specified. Fer- 
rostaal is to pay 22 percent of the value of 
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each shipment in dollars at the price of $65 
a short-ton unit and the remaining 79 per- 
cent is to be bartered on the basis of $69 a 
short-ton unit. 

A government decree authorizes the Min- 
ing Bank to use its development funds for 
financing new smelters, requires the bank to 
furnish existing smelters with minerals on 
a priority basis, and gives the Government 
power to force medium-size and large miners 
to sell minerals to local smelters when the 
bank is unable to meet their supply require- 
ments. Privately financed smeltérs are 
granted the privilege of exporting directly 
without using the services of the Mining 
Bank, and all local smelters are exempted 
from import taxes and certain minor export 
taxes. At present the only significant smel- 
ter operations being carried on in Bolivia in- 
volve lead, but it is believed that this de- 
cree was designed to interest private capital 
in establishing tin smelters. 


LABOR 


A break in the Government’s unofficially 
imposed wage freeze came when the Bolivian 
Power Co. was authorized to grant a 20 per- 
cent raise based on recent increases in the 
cost-of-living index, and a 30 percent in- 
crease in family and rent subsidies. Boliv- 
ian Power’s contract with the union con- 
tains an escalator clause providing for 
automatic increases as the cost-of-living 
index rises. 


TRANSPORTATION 


The Bolivian Foreign Office was consider- 
ing an invitation to join the Gran Colom- 
biana merchant fleet, for purposes of 
transport of cargo en route to and from 
Bolivia, on the same conditions as are appli- 
cable to present-member countries. 

The Ministry of Communications has rec- 
ommended that 5,000,000 bolivianos be in- 
cluded in the proposed 1952 national budget 
for urgent highway repairs. The Highways 
Bureau of the Ministry stated that minor 
repair work on the 48-kilometer section of 
the Cochabamba-Santa Cruz highway has 
been started but that no noteworthy progress 
had been made. 


AGRICULTURE 


Meat.—The meat shortage throughout 
Bolivia showed signs of worsening at the end 
of the year. Press editorials and news 
articles attacked the industry and the Gov- 
ernment for the scarcity, and reports from 
many areas of the outbreak of cattle disease, 
rustling activities, and confiscation by sani- 
tary inspectors of large amounts of contam- 
inated meat and price increases served to 
intensify popular discontent. The Govern- 
ment and industry countered with reports 
of an agreement with Argentina to supply 
1,000 head of cattle monthly and pointed to 
the completion in various locations of new 
Slaughtering, cold-storage, and processing 
plants. 

The new slaughtering and cold-storage 
plant at Santa Rosa in the Department of 
Beni received wide publicity. It reportedly 
has a cold-storage capacity of 18 metric tons 
of dressed beef and modern equipment for 
handling all phases of meat processing. The 
Los Andes Co.’s new plant at La Paz was 
expected to begin operation in January 1952. 


This plant has a slaughtering capacity of 80- 


head daily; storage space for 350 beef cattle, 
100 hogs, and 320 sheep, dressed; and a can- 
ning capacity of 4,000 tins of meat daily. 
The management expects to complete 
another plant early in 1952 at Camiare, in 
the Department of Beni, likewise with a 
daily slaughtering capacity of 80 head of 
cattle. This meat will be transported to 
consuming centers by means of the com- 
pany’s two 4-motor planes and one twin- 
motor plane, and additional planes are ex- 
pected to be acquired soon. The Los Andes 
Co. also announced that its stocks consist 
of 7,000 head of branded cattle and between 
15,000 and 20,000 head of wild cattle, dis- 
tributed over 40,000 hectares of land. (1 
hectare = 2.471 acres.) 


January 21, 1952 


During December the retail price of meat 
advanced from 40 to 45 bolivianos and from 
50 to 60 bolivianos per kilogram at various 
places, although the price remained at 40 
bolivianos per kilogram at La Paz. 

Sugar.—On November 29, the Government 
announced that the wholesale price of sugar 
would be adjusted upward from 575 bolivi- 
anos to 700 bolivianos per quintal of 46 kilo- 
grams, and at the same time the retail price 
would be increased from 6 to 7 bolivianos 
per pound. The cost of imported sugar had 
risen to $8.25 c. i. f., Pacific port, to which 
must be added rail charges to Bolivian con- 
sumption centers, traders’ profits, and distri- 
bution losses. Sugar subsidization was cost- 
ing the Government 130,000,000 bolivianos 
annually, which the financial resources of 
the nation could no longer support. Do- 
mestically produced sugar, sold at 1,000 bo- 
livianos per quintal of 46 kilograms, was 
being subsidized by the Government to the 
extent of 360 bolivianos per quintal, which 
represented the difference between produc- 
tion cost and selling price. 

Despite these Government measures, sugar 
stocks continued short during the month, 
and to control sales La Paz distributed sugar 
through the public markets. 

A new sugar central has been organized in 
Santa Cruz by the San Aurelio Sugar Refin- 
ing Co., capitalized at 100,000,000 bolivianos. 
Another sugar central in Santa Cruz—La 
Belgica—expected to begin production of 
8,000 kilograms daily about May 1, 1952. It 
was announced that the Government would 
make available to La Belgica $294,000 for the 
importation of machinery. The Government 
also announced that 1,244,700 bolivianos 
would be paid to the sugar central La Esper- 
anza as a subsidy on 3,475 quintals of domes- 
tic sugar produced by that company.—tv. S. 
Embassy, LA Paz, Dec. 21, 1951. 


Brazil 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


The general level of retail sales in Central 
Brazil, bolstered by the seasonal factor, re- 
mained satisfactory during the 4 weeks ended 
December 17. There were indications, how- 
ever, that although higher prices contributed 
to increase financial returns merchandise 
turn-over was lower than in the like period 
of 1950. Business conditions in the Porto 
Alegre district were reported to have shown 
some improvement over the _ preceding 
month; sales of practically all goods held up 
satisfactorily. Business conditions in Bahia 
were very slack. As rubber, Brazil nut, gum, 
and jute producers in the interior of the 
Amazon region were purchasing essential 
supplies, wholesale business in Belem and 
Manaus was reasonably active. 

Crédit continued as tight as in the pre- 
ceding few months. Collections were re- 
ported to have improved in early December 
in Sao Paulo, to be a little slow in the Porto 
Alegre district, and to be delayed in Bahia. 


NEw MIxep CAPITAL CORPORATION FoR DE- 
VELOPMENT OF PETROLEUM RESOURCES 


President Vargas’ message to the Bra- 
zilian Congress, accompanied by two draft 
bills for a National Petroleum Plan, was pub- 
lished in the press on December 7 and de- 
livered to the Chamber of Deputies on De- 
cember 11. The bills propose the establish- 
ment of Petroleo Brasileiro S. A., a Govern- 
ment-controlled mixed corporation to handle 
the exploration, exploitation, refining, trade, 
and transportation of petroleum. The cCor- 
poration is to have an initial capital of 
4,000,000,000 ecruzeiros, to be increased to 
10,000,000,000 cruzeiros by 1956. Funds are 
to be provided by the voluntary purchase of 
shares by the public, budgetary appropria- 
tions, compulsory subscriptions by motor ve- 
hicle owners, increased import duties and 
consumption taxes on motor vehicles, and 
increased taxation on both imported and 
domesic petroleum derivative fuels, arms 
and ammunition, and such luxuries as 


jewelry, liquor, and perfume. The purchase 
of stock shares with voting rights is to be 
restricted to Brazilian citizens and com- 
panies and the amount of individual sub- 
scriptions is to be specifically limited. Ac- 
tion on these bills is expected when Congress 
reconvenes on January 15. 


WorK OF THE JOINT COMMISSION 


The Joint Brazil-United States Economic 
Development Commission continued its 
work on the preparation of projects, prin- 
cipally in the fields of railroads, ports, high- 
ways, and power. The preparation of proj- 
ects for the Paulista and the Central do 
Brazil Railways is nearly complete, and work 
continues on the preparation of the Parana- 
Sta. Catarina project. The Port Subcom- 
mission made preliminary studies of the 
congestion in the port of Rio de Janeiro and 
then visited the northern ports from Belem 
to Recife. 

In response to a request from the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Rio de Janeiro the 
Commission is examining possibilities of a 
loan for the purchase of equipment by the 
State Highway Department. This project 
would contribute materially to the economic 
development of the State and particularly 
to an increased movement of foodstuffs for 
the Rio market. 

The Commission’s work in the field of 
power during the month included prelimi- 
nary studies of the expansion project for a 
small private company in the State of Sao 
Paulo and extensive work in the State of 
Rio Grande do Sul in connection with the 
project of the electricity commission of that 
State. Members of the Commission paid an 
extensive visit to the State of Parana with 
the dual purpose of studying the State's 
economic and financial condition as a back- 
ground for power projects and of investi- 
gating the usefulness of small emergency 
power installations for rapidly growing com- 
munities which are as yet beyond the reach 
of the principal power installations. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE INCOME Tax LAW 


The President approved on November 
26 the amendments to the income-tax legis- 
lation. The amendments included author- 
ization for collection of a 15-percent sur- 
charge on income-tax payments exceeding 
10,000 cruzeiros and a 3-percent tax on un- 
distributed profits and reserves of corpora- 
tions in order to raise funds for the Gov- 
ernment’s economic development program. 
The principal changes made in the income- 
tax law were an increase in the minimum 
taxable amount from 24,000 to 30,000 cru- 
zeiros, an increase in the withholding tax 
on bearer shares from 15 to 20 percent, and 
several changes affecting corporation taxes. 
No changes were made in the rates of the 
personal income tax, which ranges from 3 to 
50 percent. 


BRAZILIAN TREASURY GUARANTY FOR FOREIGN 
Loans 


The Chamber of Deputies approved on De- 
cember 12 by a vote of 159 ta 8 a bill author- 
izing the President to give the guaranty of 
the National Treasury for foreign loans with- 
in the scope of the economic rehabilita- 
tion program being developed through the 
Joint Brazil-United States Economic De- 
velopment Commission, up to a total of 
US$500,000,000. The bill provides also for a 
similar guaranty for foreign loans made to 
States, municipalities, and private public 
service companies up to a total of US$250,- 
000,000. 

POWER SHORTAGE 


The power situation in Rio de Janeiro was 
considerably relieved by heavy rains during 
the period under review. Although the city 
continued to be dimmed out, the rationing 
rules were somewhat relaxed for commercial 
and industrial consumers and it appeared 
that there would be no serious crisis. The 
Brazilian city in which the power supply 
was worst affected by drought appeared to be 
Bahia, where a severe shortage exists. 
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AGRICULTURE 


With the advent of rains over most of 
Brazil’s important agricultural regions the 
dry spell. which had been so detrimental to 
spring planting finally was ended. It was 
expected, however, that, conditions would 
not return to normal for several weeks, and 
many crops will be harvested late as a result 
of the delay in planting. Because of doubts 
regarding the effects of the prolonged 
drought on agricultural production business- 
men have been reluctant to extend credit to 
farmers, and the latter are hard-pressed for 
sufficient funds to carry themselves until 
the next harvest. 

Bahia Cacao castor-seed market.—The 
Bahia cacao market was slow during No- 
vember. To increase sales the Bahia Cocoa 
Trade Commission decreased its minimum 
price for United States buyers from 27 to 25 
cents a pound f. o. b, Ilheus/Salvador on 
November 17. It similarly reduced its mini- 
mum price to other countries from $31.50 to 
$29.50 per 50 kilograms f. o. b. Bahia ports. 
Total cacao sales during this period 
amounted to 34,355 bags shipped to the 
United States and 59,210 bags to other coun- 
tries, principally Argentina. 

Of the 1951-52 crop, 1,114,353 bags had 
been sold by November 30. Of this quan- 
tity 414,621 bags were sold to the United 
States, 474,893 bags to other countries, 200,- 
000 bags for local consumption, and 24,839 
bags to other Brazilian States. 

On the basis of unofficial and official 
sources it appears that the 1951-52 Bahia 
cacao crop will total between 1,900,000 and 
2,100,000 bags of 60 kilograms each. Drought 
and hot weather has adversely affected the 
crop in several zones. Lack of rain has been 
responsible for a tobacco crop in the Bahia 
zone lower by about 30 percent than last 
year's. 

During November 2,400 tons of castor seed 
were sold to the United States from Bahia 
at about US$280 to $285 per 1,016 kilograms. 
However, by the end of the month United 
States buyers were offering only $270, and 
local exporters refused to sell at that price. 
European demand was light. Dry weather 
retarded planting, and is reported to have 
damaged the present crop. 

Rice, Wheat, Wool, and Brazil Nut Prices.— 
According to the Rice Institute of Rio Grande 
do Sul, the rice surplus from the 1950—51 crop 
was being disposed of in sales to Indonesia 
and Japan. Exports of 145,468 metric tons 
of rice valued at 664,248,880 cruzeiros were 
made on a compensation basis, at prices vary- 
ing from US$240 to $256 a ton. The price 
paid by importers was about US$160 a ton, 
and the difference corresponded to a pre- 
mium paid by the Bank of Brazil in order 
to obtain dollar exchange. Cargo ships, 
trucks, and busses were expected to be im- 
ported with the exchange at a price that 
would permit the Bank of Brazil to recover 
its cruzeiro loss on the rice sale. 

The Federal Government has established 
a minimum price of 170 cruzeiros per 60- 
kilogram sack, f. 0. b. Rio Grande and Porto 
Alegre ports, for the 1951-52 wheat crop. 
This price will give producers around 150 
cruzeiros per sack, which was the official 
price paid to the producer for the preceding 
crop delivered to embarkation points in the 
interior. 

Rio Grande do Sul wool producers were 
concerned over the disposal of the 2,000- 
metric ton wool carry-over from last year’s 
clip, with approximately 22,000 metric tons 
estimated for this year’s clip. ‘Trade sources 
report that buyers were reluctant to make 
bids for the carry-over of 2,000 metric tons, 
and were waiting for the first lots of the 
new clip to be offered for sale to see how 
prices will run. A few sales, however, were 
reportedly made in the interior at between 
550 and 600 cruzeiros per arroba of 15 kilo- 
grams, slightly more than half the price a 
few months ago. 

Late in November Brazil nut exporters 
were successful in their efforts to obtain au- 
thorization for the exportation of the re- 
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mainder of the 1950-51 crop under barter 
arrangements. It was estimated that about 
900,000 kilograms of shelled nuts would be 
exported on this basis, and exporters expected 
to make about 35 percent profit on the sale 
of the dollar exchange earned. 


AIRLINES STRIKE 


On December 8, pilots and ground crews 
of the domestic airlines went on strike as 
the result of failure of wage-increase nego- 
tiations. The stoppage was complete 
throughout the country. Foreign lines, ex- 
cept Pan American, were not affected. This 
company, because of its reliance on Panair 
do Brasil radio facilities, was grounded for 2 
days but restored its service on December 10 
by agreement with the Brazilian authorities 
to fly only during daylight hours. Although 
for 5 days negotiations made no progress and 
the stoppage remained complete, no violence 
was reported. The Government on December 
13 issued a decree taking over the airlines 
and, in effect, drafting all employees for 
service with the Brazilian Air Force. Some 
few flights began on this date but the flight 
crews challenged the legality of the decree 
and not until the night of December 13 did 
they vote to return to work pending a court 
test of the decree. In the meantime the 
wage-increase issue remains unresolved and 
has been referred to the labor courts, where 
a decision was promised within 20 days. 


LABOR 


The tension in labor relations increased, 
particularly because wage negotiations affect- 
ing large groups of workers failed to make 
any substantial progress. The airlines strike 
was the principal problem developing out of 
this situation. 

Discussion of the various projects of law 
concerning employee participating in profits 
continued in the Congress. Some spokesmen 
for the measure hoped to obtain final action 
before the end of the session. Most of the 
various committees reported favorably, but 
differences in several versions, particularly 
between Senate and Chamber versions, re- 
mained to be reconciled. 


Cost or LIVING 


Although wage levels remained practically 
unchanged, prices and the cost of living con- 
tinued to rise slowly. Shortages and threat- 
ened shortages of various foods continued to 
sustain black-market operations. A develop- 
ment in this connection was the threatened 
stoppage of milk supplies to the city of Rio 
de Janeiro. Milk producers in the Rio area 
threatened to go on strike and suspend de- 
liveries to the city unless their demand for 
a price increase is granted.—U. S. Empassy, 
RIO DE JANEIRO, DEC. 17, 1951. 


Exchange and Finance 


NEW DECREE ON REMITTANCE OF PROFITS 
ABROAD 


On January 4, an Executive Decree (No. 
30363, signed January 3, 1952) was officially 
published, which further restricts the re- 
mittance abroad of profits derived in Brazil 
from capital invested in the country. The 
decree provides, first, that capital brought 
into Brazil and registered may only be re- 
turned abroad at the rate of 20 percent an- 
nually; i. e., removal of such capital from 
Brazil may only be carried out over a 5-year 
period. An exception is made of capital in 
the form of internal public debt securities, 
which may be withdrawn in toto at one time, 
2 years after investment. Secondly, the de- 
cree specifically restricts the amount of 
profits susceptible of remittance abroad to 8 
percent of the original capital brought into 
Brazil and registered. The profits above this 
8 percent are to be considered as capital for 
the purpose of transfer; that is, amounts al- 
ready remitted abroad above the 8 percent 
are to be treated as transfers of the original 
capital. Profits in excess of the 8 percent 
of the original capital are to be considered 





national or domestic capital, and as such not 
susceptible of remittance abroad either as 
capital or as profits. 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


Imports To BE CHECKED AGAINST 
LICENSES 


The Export-Import Department of the 
Bank of Brazil announced on December 10, 
1951, that it has requested the Ministry of 
Finance to instruct the various Customs De- 
partments to consider an import license as 
entirely used when clearance of the mer- 
chandise covered by the license reaches the 
total quantity, weight, or value specified 
thereon, and in partial shipments to check 
closely any deviation from the proportions 
that should exist between quantity, weight, 
and value. The announcement was trans- 
mitted on December 13 by the U. S. Embassy 
in Rio de Janeiro. 

It was found necessary to take this action 
because some importers by misuse of figures 
on the licenses had been receiving larger 
quantities of merchandise than were author- 
ized, or goods of lower value, in order to use 
the difference in foreign exchange for oper- 
ations in the black market. 


CREDENTIALS REQUIRED OF BUSINESS 
REPRESENTATIVES 


The Export-Import Department of the 
Bank of Brazil announced by notice No. 263 
of December 10, 1951, that thereafter it 
would give clarification and information only 
to persons duly accredited by interested 
firms, according to a dispatch of December 
13 from the U. S. Embassy in Rio de Janeiro. 

The representative of a firm should be 
supplied with a power of attorney or, with 
a letter in duplicate addressed to the Depart- 
ment, one copy of which is to be retained by 
it and the other, authenticated by the De- 
partment, to constitute the bearer’s creden- 
tials to represent the signatory firm. 

The latter credentials will be accepted only 
in special cases when the request relates to a 
single subject or license application and is 
signed by one who is not customarily an 
importer. 


VALUE AND VALIDITY PERIOD OF LICENSES 
EXPLAINED 


The Export-Import Department of the 
Bank of Brazil has notified its branch offices 
not to concede any increase in the value of 
licenses relating to the importation of 
chassis for trucks, busses, and pickup sta- 
tion wagons, as quotas were established on 
the basis of value and not quantity. In 
view, however, of the new prices, agencies 
are permitted to adjust the number of 
vehicles specified, as well as their weight, 
to the total value of the respective licenses 
provided sufficient justification is presented 
by the interested parties. The notification 
was published in the local press on Novem- 
ber 13, 1951, and transmitted by the U. S. 
Embassy in Rio de Janeiro on November 28. 

Extension of the validity period of licenses 
will be permitted only when importing firms 
exhibit proof that orders for the vehicles 
already have been placed and that shipment 
will be made before termination of the new 
period of validity of the licenses. Requests 
considered to have insufficient proof but 
which appear worthy of consideration will 
be sent to the main office of the Department 
for decision. 


INTER-AMERICAN PLANT SANITATION 
AGREEMENT RATIFIED 


The Inter-American Plant Sanitation 
Agreement was ratified by Brazil on Novem- 
ber 29, 1951, according to a dispatch of 
December 12 from the U. S. Embassy in Rio 
de Janeiro. Signed by Argentina, Brazil, 
Uruguay, and Paraguay in Buenos Aires on 
September 24, 1948, the agreement obligates 
the Governments of the contracting coun- 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





we 


¥ 


se Vee tt! 


n 
l- 
io 
il, 
es 
1- 











tries to take necessary measures against the 
introduction and propagation of agricultural 
pests, to ascertain and report the appearance 
and spread of agricultural diseases, and to 
regulate the transportation, packing, and 
distribution of plants and their parts. Pro- 
vision is made for an official plant service in 
each of the contracting countries to assure 
compliance with the measures described. 


Canada 


Exchange and Finance 


GOLD-MINING AID EXTENDED 


Canada’s Federal subsidy program, begun 
4 years ago to assist high-cost gold mining, 
has been extended for a period of 2 calendar 
years—1952 and 1953—according to an 
announcement made by the Minister of 
Finance on December 24, 1951. 

The 1952 subsidy will continue to be based 
on the 1951 formula, under which the rate 
of assistance was one-half of the amount 
by which the average cost of production for 
each ounce of gold exceeded $22, with a 
theoretical maximum rate of assistance of 
$11.50. The average return to eligible mines 
in 1951, however, was about $2.90 an ounce. 
The rate of assistance was applied to the 
number of ounces of gold by which the num- 
ber of ounces produced and sold in 1951 
exceeded one-half the number of ounces pro- 
duced in the base year. Mines were able 
to choose 1948, 1949, or 1950 as their base 
production year. If a mine was unable to 
increase production in comparison with the 
base year, the rate of assistance was applied 
to one-half the number of ounces produced 
and sold in 1951. The cost of the 1951 aid 
program has been estimated at C$11,200,000, 
but with mounting production costs it may 
run close to C$12,000,000. 

The Government’s decision on October 6, 
1951, to permit free-market gold sales has 
been, and will be, of some assistance to the 
industry but mines will be compelled to 
choose between cost aid and the privilege of 
access to the free market. They will have 
the right to make their election effective the 
first day of any quarter of 1952 or 1953 but 
once the election has been made it will be 
binding for the remainder of that year. 
About a dozen mines, chiefly low-cost pro- 
ducers who were not receiving Federal aid, 
are presently selling on the free market. 

The International Monetary Fund has 
been told of the proposed subsidy extension 
and has raised no objections. 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


FIxED RESALE PRICES PROHIBITED 


An act to prohibit maintenance of resale 
prices in Canada was passed by the Canadian 
Parliament on December 28, 1951. This act, 
which is in the form of an amendment to 
the Combines Investigation Act, provides 
that no person engaged in the business of 
manufacturing or supplying or selling any 
article or commodity shall directly or indi- 
rectly require any other person to resell an 
article or commodity (a) at a price specified 
by the dealer or established by agreement; 
(b) at a price not less than a minimum price 
specified by the dealer or established by 
agreement; (c) at a markup or discount spec- 
ifled by the dealer or established by agree- 
ment; (d) at a markup not less than a min- 
imum markup specified by the dealer; (e) 
at a discount not greater than a maximum 
discount specified by the dealer or estab- 
lished by agreement. 

Dealers may not refuse to sell or supply 
any article or commodity to any other per- 
son who may refuse to resell at a fixed or 
minimum price, discount, or markup. 

Violation of the law carries with it a fine 
of up to 2 years’ imprisonment and a $10,000 
fine, or, for a corporation, a $25,000 fine. 

The act does not prohibit a dealer from 
suggesting an appropriate retail price for 
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his product but he may not do so in such 
a way as to enforce or maintain that price 
or to induce the retailer to sell at that price. 
These prices may be stated as “proper” resale 
prices, but the retailer must be perfectly 
free to set his own price unless the suggested 
price is a maximum one, in which event the 
manufacturer or supplier is free to prescribe 
and enforce it. 


Ceylon 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


S.Lrmpinc ScaLE Export DUTIES ON 
CocoNnuT PRODUCTS EFFECTIVE 
A new sliding scale of export duties appli- 


cable to the coconut products of Ceylon be- 
came effective on December 10, 1951. Duties 


are now levied according to a schedule, un- - 


der which various rates are applied depend- 
ing on the estimated average f. o. b. value of 
Estate No. 1 copra during the week preceding 
the week in which the product is exported. 

The duty on a ton of coconut oil is 90 
percent of the amount of the duty levied on 
a ton of copra during the same week; the 
duty per ton on desiccated coconut is 70 per- 
cent of that leviable on a ton of copra; and 
on 1,000 fresh coconuts the duty is 25 per- 
cent of that leviable on a ton of copra. 

The export duty on copra is based on the 
following schedule of rates: 


Estimated f. 0. b. value 
per ton of Estate 


No. 1 copra Export duty per long ton 
Not exceeding 840 160 rupees. 
rupees. 
841 to 1,080 rupees_... 160 rupees plus 40 percent of the 


amount by which the value 
exceeds 840 rupees. 

1,081 to 1,320 rupees... 256 rupees plus 50 percent of the 
amount by which the value 
exceeds 1,080 rupees. 

1,321 to 1,560 rupees__. 376 rupees ee 60 percent of the 
amount by which the value 
exceeds 1,320 rupees. 

Exceeding 1,560 520 rupees plus 70 percent of the 

rupees. amount by which the value 
exceeds 1,560 rupees. 


Denmark 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


NEw BILATERAL TRADE AGREEMENT CON- 
CLUDED WITH FRANCE 


An agreement between Denmark and 
France providing for the mutual exchange 
during the period October 1, 1951—Septem- 
ber 30, 1952, of commodities not on OEEC 
regional free lists was concluded by an ex- 
change of notes at Copenhagen on October 
8, according to a report of November 30, from 
the U. S. Embassy in Copenhagen. 

Danish exports to France contemplated by 
the agreement are to include butter, cheese, 
canned and powdered milk, sausage, fish, 
seed potatoes, beer, cement, marine Diesel 
engines and parts, a variety of machines and 
apparatus, and other items (with provision 
for ship construction and repair for French 
account to an amount of 25,000,000 Danish 
crowns), to a value of 150,000,000 crowns. 
This aggregate amount is 50,000,000 crowns 
less than the sum represented by the 1950 
agreement between the two countries be- 
cause of a reduction in the butter quota. 
France agrees, however, to increase the quota 
of Danish butter should French require- 
ments for butter imports increase during 
the life of the agreement. 

French exports to Denmark under the 
agreement are to include wines, spirits, tim- 
ber, veneer, plywood, cigarette paper, per- 
fumes, photographic paper, film, plates and 
apparatus, yarn, thread, glassware, various 
steel and nonferrous metal items (includ- 
ing manufactures), machines, motortrucks, 
electrical goods, and numerous other arti- 
cles. The total represented by listed French 
exports to Denmark is 73,000,000 crowns. 
The previous agreement between the two 
countries covered items to a total value of 


135,000,000 crowns, but many of the items 
involved are now included in the Danish 
“regional free list.” It is expected that a 
large part of the 77,000,000-crown difference 
between listed French and Danish exports 
will be made up by increased Danish im- 
ports of free-list commodities from France. 
France has agreed to supply Denmark with 
grain, feeds, rolling-mill products, petroleum 
products, and coal to the extent permitted 
by the French supply. 


Dominican Republic 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 
FOREIGN TRADE 


The resumption of normal shipping and 
heavy movement of end-of-the-year crops, 
coffee, tobacco, and cacao, together with 
shipment of most of the remaining stocks of 
sugar and molasses, accounted for a better- 
than-average export trade in November of 
$7,656,000, in contrast with $2,469,000 in the 
preceding month and $5,117,000 in November 
1950. Exports of all products destined for 
the United States rose sharply with resump- 
tion of normal shipping after the New York 
waterfront strike, which had seriously re- 
duced export traffic from the Dominican Re- 
public to the United States in October. 

Green-coffee exports accounted for $2,801,- 
000, nearly all shipped to the United States: 
raw-sugar exports amounted to $1,146,000, 
virtually all going to Great Britain; tobacco 
accounted for $1,027,000, nearly all to Euro- 
pean countries and their possessions; mo- 
lasses amounted to $825,000, all to the United 
States; and cacao and chocolate accounted 
for $750,000, mostly to the United States. 

Exports for the first 11 months of 1951 
showed a total of nearly $100,000,000. Of 
this, Great Britain purchased $49,000,000, 
while the United States (continental and 
Puerto Rico) accounted for more than 
$40,000,000. In November the United States, 
with its $5,000,000 purchases of Dominican 
coffee, molasses, and cacao, was by far the 
Republic’s leading customer, accounting for 
more than half of the total Dominican ex- 
ports for the month. 

The provisional import figure for Novem- 
ber was $4,229,000, the highest monthly figure 
since June. The decline in imports, begun 
in midsummer, has been replaced with a ris- 
ing trend, provisional monthly import fig- 
ures showing an increase since September. 


AGRICULTURE 


Both crops and market prospects for the 
Dominican Republic’s leading agricultural 
products were promising at the end of 1951, 
agricultural output having recovered during 
November from the seasonal low reached in 
October. Although rainfall was less than 
normal for the season, it was sufficiently 
heavy to permit planting and growth of 
crops; and the absence of excess precipitation 
permitted the harvesting of fall crops to pro- 
ceed under favorable conditions. The 1950— 
51 sugar-grinding season ended on November 
11 and the 1951-52 season started at the be- 
ginning of December. Pickirig of the main 
coffee crop continued under very favorable 
conditions, and the intermediate cacao crop 
was being brought to market in increas- 
ing quantities. The rice harvest reached its 
climax in November with the marketing of 
11,476 metric tons of the grain, the largest 
monthly total in recent years. ia 

The 1950-51 sugar harvést, which totaled 
531,651 metric tons, has been nearly ail 
shipped to foreign destinations. Exports in 
November of 11,105 metric tons and domestic 
consumption of 9,180 metric tons reduced 
stocks to the seasonally low level of 16,966 
metric tons on November 30. Grinding of 
the 1951-52 crop began during early Decem- 
ber at 8 of the country’s 16 sugar mills; the 
crop was expected to show an‘increase of 
7 percent over 1950-51, to reach approxi- 
mately 568,200 metric tons.. Growing’ con- 
ditions for new crop cane during ‘the summer 
and fall of 1951 were excellent, extensive new 
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areas have been opened to cultivation, and 
an all-time record production seems assured. 
The British Ministry of Food has again pur- 
chased the exportable portion of the crop, 
and 50,000 long tons will be shipped in Janu- 
ary to that destination. 

The coffee crop was late during the fall of 
1951, but picking and processing for export 
reached seasonally high levels in November. 
According to the Dominican Department of 
Agriculture, 141,523 bags (60 kilograms each) 
were harvested during the month. Exports 
of green coffee totaled 44,981 bags, and were 
expected to be larger in December. Small 
quantities of roasted coffee continued to 
move to the neighboring island of Puerto 
Rico, but the trade was expecting that mar- 
ket to diminish because of the large crop 
harvested there. 

The intermediate cacao harvest was dis- 
appointingly small, with only 764 metric tons 
picked during November. The entire inter- 
mediate crop (October—February) was ex- 
pected to total close to 7,000 metric tons. 
Despite a recent strengthening in cacao 
prices, producers were reported to be holding 
back on deliveries. Exports of cacao in No- 
vember were again less than normal, totaling 
only 814 metric tons, compared with 1,600 in 
November 1950. 

The Dominican tobacco-planting campaign 
continued in November, and various private 
seedlots competed for prizes offered by the 
Department of Agriculture. The areas 
planted to tobacco during October and No- 
vember totaled 26,340 tareas (1 tarea—0.1554 
acre), compared with only 8,197 tareas dur- 
ing those 2 months of 1950. The planting 
will continue through February; and the 
trade expects that the new crop will exceed 
the 1951 harvest by approximately 25 per- 
cent. Tobacco exports, after lagging in Oc- 
tober, increased in November, when the 
Spanish tobacco monopoly renewed its pur- 
chases of Dominican tobacco. Shipments 
totaled 3,004 metric tons compared with 2,178 
tons in November 1950. Next to Spain, which 
took 1,785 metric tons of Dominican leaf in 
November, France and French territories 
were the principal purchasers of leaf. 

In November, 11,476 metric tons of rough 
rice were harvested in the Republic, com- 
pared with 8,838 metric tons in November 
1950. Despite fairly serious harvesting losses 
due to heavy rains in the northern portions 
of the country, it was expected that the 1951 
crop would exceed 60, metric tons. As a 
result of the good crop, there was a moderate 
price decline, but heavy consumer demand 
and conservative stock levels prevented re- 
tail prices from falling below 14 cents per 
pound, 1 cent higher than the prices prevail- 
ing in the fall of 1950. It appears that the 
Dominican rice harvest will be adequate for 
domestic consumption but that little or no 
rice will be available for export. 


LABOR 


On November 12, 1951, the Dominican Sec- 
retary of Labor issued an order dividing the 
country into 28 districts, with labor inspec- 
tors in each district entrusted with enforce- 
ment of the labor code and related legisla- 
tion. The National Salary Committee estab- 
lished, on November 30, a slightly higher 
level of wages for workers in the coffee-proc- 
essing industry of the District of Santo Do- 
mingo. 

The Dominican Congress passed, in early 
December, a series of laws transferring the 
Social Security Fund from the Department of 
the Presidency to the Department of Labor, 
effective January 1, 1952, and eliminating the 
Government’s contribution to the Fund 
based upon 1% percent of the salaries of 
workers covered by the system. Annual 
Government contributions may, however, be 
included in the annual appropriation bill 
and in special legislation. 

A shake-up occurred in early December 
in the Executive Council of the Dominican 
Confederation of Labor, but no change in the 
labor union’s policy was indicated.—vU. S. 
Embassy, CrupaD TRUJILLO, Dec. 28, 1951. 
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France 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


CRUDE PETROLEUM IMPORTERS REQUIRED 
To Stock PART OF AUTHORIZED IMPORTS 


a 

An importer of crude petroleum in France 
is required to maintain at all times a stock 
equal to at least one-ninth of the quantity 
imported by him in the preceding quarter, 
by a decree of September 19, 1951, published 
in the Journal Officiel of September 20, ac- 
cording to a report of September 21 from 
the U. S. Embassy in Paris. The provisions 
of the decree became effective 30 days from 
date of publication. 


NEW BILATERAL TRADE AGREEMENT 
CONCLUDED WITH DENMARK 


(See item appearing under the heading 
“Denmark.”’) 


French Cameroons 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


CERTAIN METAL MANUFACTURES, MACHIN- 


ERY, AND APPARATUS ENTERED DvutTy 
FREE 


Duty-free admission has been granted im- 
ports into French Cameroons of certain metal 
manufactures, machinery, and apparatus, by 
an order of September 27, 1951, published in 
the Journal Officiel of October 17. 

The metal manufactures, machinery, and 
apparatus affected by the order are the 
following: Tubes and pipes of cast iron, 
iron or steel of an interior diameter equal to 
or greater than 40 millimeters; copper, alu- 
minum or aluminum alloys, bars, wire, tubers, 
and copper wire cables destined exclusively 
for transportation and current distribution 
lines and for the electrical equipment of 
public utilities and transformation centers; 
aluminum or aluminum alloy building ma- 
terials and parts prepared for assembling; 
metallic ouilding material of iron or steel 
(bridges, trusses, poles, dam outlet valves 
and valve protective screens); pipe acces- 
sories of cast iron, iron or steel, or copper and 
copper alloys; pipe accessories, couplings, 
coupling boxes and flanges, elbows, joints 
adapted for conduits, of light metals or 
their alloys or of other base metals; metallic 
building materials, vats and _ reservoirs, 
metallic packings, cables, cloth, trellis, 
chains, springs, nail, bolt and screw wares 
of steel wire; statistical and card-punching 
machines of any system; electrical apparatus 
for disconnection or junction, each weighing 
500 grams or more, for generators, motors, 
transformers, converters, cells, and batteries. 


French Equatorial 
Africa 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


Import Duty INCREASED ON MACHINERY 
AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, AND OTHER 
PRODUCTS 


The import duty has been increased in 
French Equatorial Africa on machinery and 
equipment, automotive vehicles, and other 
products, by an order of October 3, 1951, pub- 
lished in the Journal Officiel of French Equa- 
torial Africa of October 15. 

The new ad valorem duty rates are applica- 
ble to the following products (in percent; 
former rates in parentheses): Boilers, aux- 
iliary apparatus, and accessories; gas genera- 
tors; alternative steam engines, steam and 
gas turbines, with or without speed reducers; 
hydraulic turbines and wheels; other piston, 
internal combustion, or injection engines; 
hand-driven pumps; pumps for liquids, with- 
out casing, mechanically driven; motor 
pumps for liquids, including electropumps; 





air and gas compressors (including com- 
pressors for refrigerating apparatus, pre- 
sented separately); vacuum air pumps with- 
out casing, mechanically driven; furnaces, 
burners, industrial ovens, charcoal furnaces, 
and unspecified apparatus and equipment for 
heating, cooking, roasting, distilling, etc., 
necessitating a change of temperature; lift- 
ing jacks; machines and apparatus for the 
textile, pneumatic, and machine-tool in- 
dustries, and parts, 5 (3). Hoisting and 
goods-handling apparatus other than lifting 
jacks; machinery for working hides and 
skins, wood, plastic ebonite, and hard mate- 
rials, 5 (4). Rolling machines and calen- 
ders; machines and apparatus for manufac- 
turing concrete, asphalt, ceramic, glassware, 
and siderurgical and foundry manufactures; 
agricultural machinery and apparatus; sig- 
nalling and electrical apparatus, 4 (2). 
Winches and parts, traveling cranes, aerial 
ferries, derricks, frame cranes, and stone car- 
riers; machines and apparatus for extracting, 
earth working, crushing, or sifting machines 
for drawing out and agglomerating mineral 
products; generators, engines, transformers, 
converters, and similar products, and parts, 
3 (1). 

The following automotive vehicles are also 
affected by the order: Automobiles for the 
transport of merchandise; trucks, internal 
combustion and other tractors 4 (2); auto- 
motive vehicles for special uses and for han- 
dling goods 3 (2). 

(Further details on individual commodi- 
ties affected by the order may be obtained 
from the Near Eastern and African Division, 
Office of International Trade, Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C.) 


Germany. Eastern 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


ALL Girts SUBJECT TO CusSTOMS DUTIES 
AND TAXES 


Import duties and taxes are now being as- 
sessed on all articles sent as gifts to the 
Soviet Zone of Germany, which includes also 
Eastern Berlin, according to a letter of No- 
vember 26, 1951, from finance authorities in 
the Soviet Zone. 

The new regulations also subject to cus- 
toms charges the limited amounts of tobacco 
products formerly permitted to enter free of 
duties and taxes. Needy persons, however, 
may be exempted from payment of customs 
duties and taxes if the total amount of 
charges to be collected by the Customs does 
not exceed 50 East marks a month. (There 
is no official exchange rate for the East mark 
to the dollar.) 

Gift parcel circulars dated September 1951, 
previously distributed by the Department of 
Commerce, should be corrected accordingly. 


Germany, Western 


Exchange and F inance 


New ECA GUARANTIES For U. S. INVESTOR 


A United States rubber company’s invest- 
ment in a German rubber firm is carrying 
the protection of two Marshall Plan guar- 
anty contracts, according to a recent press 
release of the Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration. 

This marks the first time that a United 
States firm has protected a foreign invest- 
ment with two types of Marshall plan guar- 
anties—one covering currency convertibility 
and the other, confiscation or expropriation. 

The German firm, one of Europe’s leading 
rubber-goods manufacturing companies, has 
entered into an agreement providing for an 
interchange of technical information and 
assistance with the United States firm. One 
of the Marshall Plan guaranty contracts 
guarantees convertibility of Deutsche-mark 
returns from the investment in the German 
firm, and the other protects the United States 
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company’s investment against loss from con- 
fiscation or expropriation. 

The signing of the two contracts reflects 
the expansion of United States postwar in- 
vestment in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, as well as the development of the 
Marshall plan guaranty program in that 
country. These guaranties, the third and 
fourth to be issued for investments in the 
German Republic, are distinctive in several 
ways. They represent the first protection 
offered by ECA for an investment primarily 
in the form of stock received for contribu- 
tions of patents, processes, and techniques. 
The convertibility guaranty is also the first 
under newly adopted principles providing 
broader protection for investments and a 
new method of determining the rate of 
exchange guaranteed. 

The guaranties provide protection for con- 
vertibility of German currency earnings up 
to $1,841,700 and against loss from expro- 
priation or confiscation up to $1,052,400. 

The convertibility guaranty not only pro- 
tects the United States firm against a com- 
plete blocking of conversion of its earnings 
from Deutsche marks into dollars but also 
includes for the first time in any ECA guar- 
anty a recently adopted provision guaran- 
teeing the United States company that it can 
convert its receipts at any time at a rate not 
less favorable than 61 percent of the “offi- 
cial” rate (Bank Deutscher Laender rate) at 
that time. ECA has explained that this pro- 
tection reflects a new policy, as it makes the 
convertibility guaranty more attractive to 
investors for two reasons. One is that 
broader protection is afforded covering cir- 
cumstances where conversion of receipts 
from investments can only be effected at a 
discount from the rate available for the gen- 
eral run of exchange transactions. The 
other is that the guaranty is made simpler 
and more certain in its operations. 


Guatemala 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


Business in Guatemala was mostly good 
in December. The movement of Christmas 
merchandise was brisk, and retail sales gen- 
erally were higher than in December 1950. 
Forward ordering of many goods continued 
slow, however, as merchants liquidated stocks 
to obtain cash. Foreign collection items re- 
ceived and collected by banks were substan- 
tially above those of November 1951. The 
demand for commercial credit held firm. Al- 
though the United Fruit Co.’s difficulties re- 
mained unsettled at the end of the year 
businessmen were somewhat more optimistic 
than in earlier months—a reflection of the 
improved December sales and the good out- 
look for Guatemalan coffee in 1952. 

Preliminary figures indicate that net for- 
eign exchange reserves on November 30, 1951, 
were $37,406,000, an increase of $2,290,000 
over October and $603,000 larger than the 
November 30, 1950, total of $36,803,000. Pre- 
liminary data also’reveal that reserves at the 
end of December), 1951 were substantially 
larger than at the 6nd of 1950. 


FOREIGN TRADE INCREASED 


Foreign trade figures for the first 10 months 
of 1951 indicate that imports were $67,987,- 
000; exports, $62,168,000, as compared with 
imports of $59,598,000 and exports of $54,178,- 
000 for the similar period of 1950. 

The Guatemala-El Salvador trade treaty 
was signed in San Salvador on December 14, 
1951. The treaty must be ratified by the 
Congresses of both countries before becom- 
ing effective. 


NEw Laws REGULATE BUSINESS 


A law requiring insurance companies to 
invest reserves in Guatemala by June 30, 
1952, was promulgated on December 26, 1951. 
The law stipulates that certain percentages 
of the reserves must be used for specific 
types of investments and that any securities 
must be deposited in the Bank of Guatemala 
and can be sold only with the consent of the 
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Superintendency of Banks. After December 
26, 1951, all insurance contracts must be in 
quetzals. A committee has been established 
to draw up implementing regulations by Feb- 
ruary 1952, and to draft a general insurance 
law by the end of March. Representatives 
of foreign insurance companies have been 
uncertain as to exactly how their operations 
would be affected and generally are awaiting 
formulation of the new regulations to see 
how the law will be applied. 

The law governing the rental of agricul- 
tural land to small farmers was modified on 
December 1 by promulgation of decree No. 
853, which reduced the maximum annual rent 
from 10 to 5 percent of the harvest and 
provided for the extension of a lease for a 
period equal to the term of the original 
contract by the payment of rent and a dec- 
laration before the municipal authorities 
who administer the land distribution proce- 
dures. There is no appeal from the decisions 
of the Departmental Governors, who have 
the authority to review the decisions of the 
municipal officials. 

A new general tourism law, decree No. 861, 
was promulgated on December 19, 1951, and 
became effective on January 3, 1952. This 
law provides for control over all forms of 
tourist activity—hotel and transportation 
rates, prices of tourist merchandise, licens- 
ing of guides, and inspection of tourist fa- 
cilities. The law will be administered by a 
National Tourism Office; a National Tourism 
Committee composed of representatives of 
the Government; and the tourist industry. 

Guatemala’s ratification of the Inter- 
American Convention on the Rights of Au- 
thors became effective on December 12; 1951. 
The convention had been signed by a Guate- 


malan representative in Washington in June 
1946. 


LARGE INVESTMENT PROGRAM RECOMMENDED 


The commission appointed by the Presi- 
dent to study the recommendations of the 
International Bank Mission that surveyed 
the Guatemalan economy in the summer of 
1950 submitted its report to the National 
Economic Council during the first week in 
December. The commission approved, cr 
made minor changes in, most of the Mission’s 
recommendations. A few were modified to 
reflect Guatemalan views on matters of na- 
tional interest. The commission recom- 
mended adoption of the optimum investment 
program calling for total expenditures of 
$62,200,000 for development over the 6-year 
fiscal period, 1951-57. 


UNITED Fruit Co. OPERATIONS 


The United Fruit Co. in December an- 
nounced reductions in passenger service to 
Guatemala from United States ports. The 
weekly 95-passenger ship service to New Or- 
leans was changed to a bimonthly schedule, 
and early in January 1952 the 95-passenger 
vessels discontinued operations between 
Puerto Barrios and New York. There was 
no change in the 12-passenger cargo vessel 
service. The reduction in service was neces- 
sitated by the decline in banana shipments 
as a consequence of severe storm damage in 
September 1951. 

No progress in settling the problems of the 
United Fruit Co. was made in December, 
and there were no new communications be- 
tween the Guatemalan Government and the 
company after the Minister of Economy and 
Labor outlined on December 6 the Govern- 
ment’s views on the proposed negotiation cf 
a new general contract with the company. 
By the end of the month the labor courts 
had not yet handed down decisions on the 
demands of the unions of agricultural and 
port workers for new contracts with the 
company. U. S. Emsassy, GUATEMALA CirTy, 
Jan. 4, 1952. 


Haiti 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


During the latter part of October and most 
of November the shipping strike in the port 


of New York (October 15 to November 8) 
effected a decrease in volume of Haiti’s for- 
eign commerce, retarded accumulation of in- 
ventories in local trade, and restricted im- 
ports of such foodstuffs as butter, cheese, 
onions, and potatoes. Retail trade was 
somewhat sluggish, one reason for which 
was the slow tempo of coffee-harvesting ac- 
tivities, normally in full swing in midfall and 
generating purchasing power in the local 
economy. Collections were generally good, 
although local banks characterized some as 
slow. 


GOVERNMENT FINANCE 


Government receipts for September 
amounted to 8,769,450 gourdes, or 7,456,798 
gourdes less than expenditures of 16,226,248 
gourdes (5 gourdes—US$1). This was a 
sharp reversal from the preceding month, 
when governmental income of 10,732,819 
gourdes exceeded outlays of 9,415,432 gourdes 
by 1, 317,387 gourdes. One factor contribut- 
ing to the lower monthly receipts was the 
decline of more than 1,000,000 gourdes in 
internal tax receipts in September to 1,614,- 
279 gourdes, as compared with the August 
amount of 2,666,475 gourdes. Another was 
the rise in governmental expenses in Sep- 
tember, as contrasted with those of August, 
in the following categories and in the 
amounts specified: 3,814,494 gourdes for in- 
ternational institutions, as against 420 
gourdes the preceding month; 1,055,299 
gourdes for foreign relations, as against 
497,824 gourdes; 128,004 gourdes for national 
economy, as contrasted with 6,920 gourdes; 
and 2,282,719 gourdes for the Haitian Army, 
as contrasted with 1,548,676 gourdes. 

Total annual revenue for the fiscal year 
ended September 30, 1951, was 125,252,716 
gourdes, which exceeded expenditures of 
120,123,069 gourdes by 5,129,647 gourdes, as 
compared with the preceding fiscal year, 
when governmental revenue totaled 109,- 
100,658 gourdes, or an excess of 2,189,799 
gourdes over expenditures of 106,910,859 
gourdes. 

As of September 30, 1951, the net public 
debt was 32,269,228 gourdes, a reduction of 
287,718 gourdes from the August amount of 
32,556,946 gourdes, and of more than 10,000,- 
000 gourdes from the net debt of September 
30, 1950, when it was 42,784,007 gourdes. 
During September the Government’s un- 
obligated credit balance with the Treasury 
increased from 1,129,037 gourdes to 2,748,288 
gourdes. 

According to the Haitian Tax Office, the 
National Government in drawing up the 
budget for the fiscal year October 1, 1951— 
September 30, 1952, totaling 124,423,000 
gourdes, or US$24,884,600, relied on the in- 
come tax, made into law on September 12, 


.1951, and effective on October 1, to raise 


12,116,900 gourdes, or US$2,423,380. Of this 
total tax revenue, the tax on commercial and 
industrial profits was expected to produce 
10,454,800 gourdes, or $2,090,960; and the tax 
on individual income, 1,662,100 gourdes or 
$332,420. From these figures it is seen that 
the National Government is counting on the 
income tax to finance almost 10 percent of 
total budgetary expenditures. 

By Presidential Decree of November 3 an 
extraordinary credit of 3,750,000 gourdes, was 
opened in the Department of Finance, rep- 
resenting part of the quota of the Haitian 
Government to the capital of the new 
Haitian Institute of Agricultural and Indus- 
trial Credit. This Institute’s capital is fixed 
at 10,000,000 gourdes, of which amount 
3,750,000 gourdes is to be contributed by the 
Government; and 1,250,000 gourdes (already 
paid) by the National Bank of the Republic 
of Haiti. The balance of 5,000,000 gourdes is 
to be contributed equally by the Haitian 
Government and the National Bank. 


FOREIGN TRADE 
Exports in September (latest export figures 
available) were valued at 14,109,068 gourdes, 
an increase of more than 1,000,000 gourdes 


over the August figure of 13,046,798 gourdes. 
Sisal and sugar valued at 6,301,448 gourdes 
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and 5,090,400 gourdes, respectively were the 
leading items, representing about 80 percent 
of the total monthly export value. These 
products were followed by bananas, valued at 
497,904 gourdes; coffee, at 489,148 gourdes; 
castor beans, at 167,352 gourdes; and cacao, 
at 85,726 gourdes. 

Imports in September amounted to 20,- 
500,020 gourdes, or an increase of more than 
4,000,000 gourdes, as compared with August 
imports of 16,343,332 gourdes. Despite the 
monthly import surplus—the third succes- 
sive one—of more than 6,000,000 gourdes for 
September, Haiti’s foreign trade for the fiscal 
year ended September 30, 1951, achieved an 
export surplus of 25,393,092 gourdes, as con- 
trasted with the preceding year’s excess of 
11,395,021 gourdes. The components of this 
apparently favorable balance of trade were 
annual exports valued at 247,978,228 gourdes 
(192,399,641 gourdes for the preceding fiscal 
year) and imports amounting to 222,585,136 
gourdes (181,004,620 gourdes the year before). 


GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 
(GATT) 


The Haitian official journal Le Moniteur 
of November 15, 1951, published the text of 
the Annecy Protocol of October 10, 1949, to 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), whereby Haiti became an “acceding 
Government” to GATT, together with the 
decree of the Haitian National Legislature of 
September 3, 1951, approving same. At the 
same time, the text of the General Agreement 
was published, as well as the Special Ex- 
change Agreement between the Government 
of Haiti and the contracting parties to GATT 
signed at Torquay, England, on October 20, 
1950. Despite the prescribed wording of arti- 
cle XI of said Special Exchange Agreement 
implying that Haiti would be temporarily 
permitted to maintain restrictions on pay- 
ments and transfers in current international 
transactions, the fact is that Haiti has no 
exchange restrictions. This apparent anom- 
aly is explained by the provision in the Gen- 
eral Agreement that any contracting party 
which is not a member of the International 
Monetary Fund must enter into a “Special 
Exchange Agreement” with the contracting 
parties. Haiti is not a member of the Fund, 
although it was represented at the Bretton 
Woods Conference in 1944 when the Pund 
was created. 

AGRICULTURE 


The coffee crop was late in moving from 
the individual small farms where it is grown 
to the seacoast ports for eventual export. 
Rains were said to have caused delay in the 
drying and transportation of the export crop. 
Another factor in the slow movement is 
ascribed to the “wait and see” attitude of 
coffee farmers who are withholding their 
produce from market in anticipation of 
higher coffee prices prevailing later in the 
season. Coffee yield in the lowlands is ex- 
pected to be lower than forecast but quite 
good in the mountainous regions. Accord- 
ingly, a coffee of better grade is anticipated 
on the whole. Optimistic estimates of early 
September for the 1951-52 export crop, which 
were as high as 375,000 bags (of 80 kilograms 
each) have now toned down to betwéen 
330,000 and 300,000 bags. : 

Experimental growing of kenaf was car- 
ried out on some 50 acres of land in the lower 
part of the Artibonite Valley in Central Haiti 
under the auspices of the Service Cooperatif 
Inter-Americain de Production Agricole 
(SCIPA), the organization representing the 
cooperative program of agriculture in Haiti 
in which the Institute of Inter-American 
Affairs and the Government of Haiti are par- 
ticipating. - First results showed a yield of 
1,744 pounds of recleaned fiber an acre and 
190 pounds of tow an acre, which on the basis 
of US80.20 a pound for clean fiber and $0.10 
a pound for tow gave a monetary return per 
acre of $367.80. The cost of production was 
$151.91 an acre, and thus a profit of $215.89 
an acre was achieved. This profit would in- 
dicate that kenaf could become a cash crop 
for native farmers and a means of utilizing 
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some of the seasonal labor supply of the 
Artibonite Valley region. 

Five additional sugar sales offices were 
established by the Haitian Department of 
Commerce in November in an announced 
effort to relieve congestion at the central 
office and effect larger distribution of this 
staple. The Government warned that it 
would distribute sugar only to merchants 
and grocers for retailing to the consuming 
public and anyone apprehended for reselling 
such sugar through intermediaries, pre- 
sumably black markets, would be punished. 
The retail price per pound of white refined 
sugar was fixed at 0.40 gourde, or US$0.08 and 
that of the coarser “populaire” sugar at 0.30 
gourde, or US$0.06. 

At the end of November the Department of 
Commerce required importers of pharma- 
ceutical specialties to submit to it all ship- 
ping documents for each shipment of such 
products received for the purpose of deter- 
mining local selling prices. The resulting 
price lists must be posted. 


PuBLIC WorRKS 


The engineering survey of the planned 
highway between Cap Haitien and Ouana- 
minthe, on the Haitian-Dominican border, a 
distance of some 45 miles, in northern Haiti, 
to be constructed for the National Govern- 
ment by the Republic’s largest sisal grower, 
Plantation Dauphin, was completed early in 
November. Construction of the road is 
planned to begin by March 1, 1952. 

The National Department of Public Works 
granted permits to a Haitian group for the 
exploration and exploitation of such min- 
erals aS Manganese, magnesium, sodium, 
gypsum, iron, lead, and copper in many parts 
of the Republic, ranging from the Jacmel— 
Jeremie region in the southern peninsula to 
the Plain of the North and the Terre Neuve— 
Bassin section in the Northwest. U. S. 
EMBASSY, PoRT-AU-PRINCE, Dec. 21, 1951. 


India 


Economic Conditions 


FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN OIL REFINERY 


The Government of India and the Burma 
Shell Oil Co. have concluded an agreement 
for the establishment of a petroleum refinery 
near Bombay, to be completed by 1956. This 
is the second large foreign investment of this 
type in the Bombay area, the first having 
been concluded with a United States oil 
company in November (see FOREIGN Com- 
MERCE WEEKLY of December 24, 1951.) 

The plant when completed will process 
1,500,000 tons of imported petroleum an- 
nually. Following in general the pattern of 
the arrangement with the United States 
company the agreement requires that opera- 
tions begin by January 1956, and that an 
Indian company be formed to operate the 
refinery. Of a total of $46,200,000 of au- 
thorized capital, Burma Shell will subscribe 
$42,000,000, partly capital and partly loan, 
and will offer Indian investors cumulative 
preference shares valued at $4,200,000. The 
company will be free to make arrangements 
for the importation of crude oil and the 
distribution of refined products. The Gov- 
ernment of India has agreed to exempt the 
company from compulsory acquisition for a 
period of 25 years and from certain sections 
of the Industries (Development and Regula- 
tion) Act. 


Exchange and Finance 


NEw STERLING AGREEMENT NEGOTIATED 
WITH UNITED KINGDOM 


The Indian Finance Minister, Sir Chinta- 
man Deshmukh, announced recently that a 
new sterling agreement had been negotiated 
with the United Kingdom to govern the 
release of India’s blocked sterling. 

According to press reports, this agreement 
provides for the transfer of sterling equiva- 





lent to $868,000,000 from India’s blocked ac- 
count to its current account for use as a 
currency reserve. It is understood that In- 
dia is seeking to have the remainder of the 
blocked account, amounting to $92,400,000, 
made available in gold. 

Indian financial circles point out that 
transfer of the sum will fulfill the definition 
of a currency reserve and that the arrange- 
ment will obviate negotiating periodic agree- 
ments with Britain. 

In addition to the blocked sterling reserves, 
which were the subject of the negotiations, 
India had $840,000,000 in sterling in current 
account as of June 30, 1951. 


BANK RATE RAISED 


As an anti-inflationary measure the Res- 
erve Bank of India raised the Bank rate 
from 3 to 3% percent, effective on November 
15, 1951. 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


Woo. EXPoORT-QUOTA FIXED 


A quota of 20,000,000 pounds has been 
fixed by the Government of India for ex- 
ports of raw wool of Indian origin during 
the 12 months ending September 1952. Li- 
censing will be done, on presentation of 
shipping bills, by the Export Trade Control 
authorities at Bombay, Rajkot, Madras, and 
Calcutta. Shipments will be stopped as 
soon as the quota is exhausted, and ex- 
porters have been advised to bear this fact 
in mind when making contracts. 


Ireland 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


QUOTAS FOR MOTORCARS AND PARTS 
ANNOUNCED 


The Irish Government has issued orders 
specifying that the following quantities of 
motorcar bodies and chassis and parts may 
be imported from all countries under quota 
during the period January 1—December 31, 
1952: Motorcar chassis with bodies or body 
shells attached thereto, 120 articles; motor 
vehicle chassis without bodies or body shells 
attached, 60 articles; motorcar bodies or 
motorcar body shells imported otherwise 
than attached to chassis, 60 articles; certain 
motorcar body parts, 10 articles. 


BrusH, Broom, AND Mop QuvuorTAs 
ANNOUNCED 


The Irish Government has issued orders 
specifying that the following quantities of 
brushes, brooms, and mops may be imported 
under quota from all countries during the 
6-month period January 1—June 30, 1952: 
Domestic or household brushes, brooms, and 
mops, 24,000 articles; personal toilet brushes, 
24,000 articles; miscellaneous brushes other 
than the types specified, 24,000 articles. 


QUOTAS FOR CERTAIN IMPORTS ANNOUNCED 


The Irish Government has issued orders 
specifying that the following quantities of 
certain goods may be imported under quota 
during the periods shown: Leather boots and 
shoes, 20,000 pairs from all countries during 
January 1—December 31, 1952; rubberproofed 
wearing apparel, 1,000 articles from all coun- 
tries during January 1—December 31, 1952; 
felt hats, caps, shapes and hoods for women 
and girls, valued at less than 21 shillings 
each, 25,000 articles from all countries during 
January 1—June 30, 1952; metal screws with 
slotted heads and tapered threads, 50,000 
gross, of which 48,000 gross shall be of United 
Kingdom or Canadian origin, during January 
1—June 30, 1952. 


DuTIES INCREASED ON IMPORTS OF 
WEARING APPAREL 


The Irish Government has issued orders 
increasing the rates of duty chargeable on 
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imports of certain wearing apparel, effective 
December 10, 1951. 

The items affected and the new rates 
applicable to imports from non-Common- 
wealth countries are as follows: Men’s and 
boys’ hats and caps of wool, leather hats and 
caps, accessories of personal clothing, 75 per- 
cent ad valorem; wool hosiery, undergar- 
ments, cardigans, blouses, 50 percent ad 
valorem; shirts and collars, 45 percent ad 
valorem; wool gloves, linen handkerchiefs, 
umbrellas, 3742 percent ad valorem; hats and 
caps other than of wool or leather, worn 
clothing, 25 percent ad valorem. 


IMPORT DUTIES REIMPOSED ON CERTAIN 
BICYCLE AND TRICYCLE PARTS 


The Irish Government has issued an order 
reimposing import duties on the following 
component parts of bicycles and tricycles, 
effective December 7, 1951: Seat stays, chain 
stays, front fork blades, steering columns. 

From December 7 the full rate of duty on 
imports of these items from non-Common- 
wealth countries is 75 percent ad valorem, 
and the preferential rate applicable to im- 
ports from the Commonwealth is 50 percent 
ad valorem. These duties had been under 
suspension since July 1942. 


Japan 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


Notable among the conditions in Novem- 
ber in Japan were: Continued concern over 
the financial status of certain firms in the 
face of tight credit conditions; stability in 
consumer prices but rising wholesale prices; 
an imbalanced budgetary situation; a tem- 
porary leveling-off of industrial output, 
arising partly from power shortages; a seri- 
ous 2-week coal strike based on demands 
for higher wages; development of plans for 
expansion of power output; a growing ac- 
cumulation of sterling; expanding exports 
and declining imports, but a continuing 
heavy excess of commercial imports from the 
dollar area over exports; and a rice harvest 
below normal with lagging crop collections. 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS AND PRICES 


No new and clear-cut developments were 
apparent. The atmosphere in _ business 
circles seemed slightly relaxed as the end of 
November saw the beginning of the usual 
seasonal spurt in retail activity, but retail 
prices on the average failed to rise. There 
was a clear undercurrent of apprehension 
in trading, wholesale, and industrial circles, 
however, as many small and a few large firms 
faced continuing financial embarrassment. 
The power shortage, previously retarding 
business prospects, had eased by the month’s 
end. 

Price trends for October paralleled those of 
September—consumer prices fell while 
wholesale prices increased to new highs, even 
though retail and wholesale prices in the 
United States were relatively stable. This 
placed wholesale prices in Japan at 55 to 57 
percent above those of June 1950. Early in- 
dicators showed relative stability in Novem- 
ber prices, taken as a whole. 

The Cabinet approved establishment of a 
United States-Japan Economic Cooperation 
Council, having various Government Min- 
isters and agency heads as members. Func- 
tions of the Council were expected to es- 
tablish a basis for more effective economic 
cooperation. The Council reportedly would 
inter alia formulate unified procedure for 
handling United States procurement in 
Japan and for procuring and controlling 
scarce raw materials and export of goods 
made from them; analyze effects of procure- 
ment on the economy; and plan for broad- 
ened economic cooperation encompassing 
development of Southeast Asian raw mate- 
rials and industries. 


INDUSTRY AND POWER 


Japanese industry seemed temporarily to 
have slackened its pace of expansion in out- 
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Libya Achieves Independence 


The new ruler of Libya, King Idris I, 
proclaimed the country’s independence 
of the United Kingdom on December 
24, 1951. All powers of the British ad- 
ministrative authorities in Tripolitania 
and Cyrenaica and of the French ad- 
ministration in the Fezzan have been 
transferred to the new Libyan Govern- 
ment, which has been established in ac- 
cordance with a constitution determined 
by representatives of the people meeting 
in a national assembly. 

The United States has strongly sup- 
ported the resolution of November 21, 
1949, of the United Nations General As- 
sembly providing for the establishment 
of Libya as an independent State. It 
has extended full recognition to the new 
Government, and the United States Con- 
sulate General at Tripoli has been ele- 
vated to the status of a Legation. 

Libya is the first country to achieve 
independence entirely under United 
Nations auspices. The Constitution of 
the new Kingdom contains certain guar- 
anties of fundamental freedoms and pro- 
vides for a Federal system headed by the 
King, with a legislative branch con- 
sisting of two chambers, and a judiciary 
branch including a supreme court. 
The provisional Government announced 
some time ago that Libya was to become 
a member of the sterling area. Libyan 
currency will be backed by the British 
pound’ sterling, and the new monetary 
unit, the Libyan pound, will be equiva- 
lent to the British pound. 











put. Although continuing power shortages 
were blamed for October’s industrial-pro- 
duction index of only 137.1—just 0.8 percent 
above that of September—it was apparent 
that big inventories, especially in the basic 
textile and iron and steel industries, year- 
end financial difficulties, slackening domestic 
demand, and the indefinite status of United 
States aid and special procurement programs 
were also dampening effects. It appeared to 
many that in some industries—notably 
textiles—Japan’s postwar expansion had 
reached a temporary ceiling and that in 
many cases annual production goals would 
not be realized. 

Ferrous-metal production in October 
showed increases averaging about 2.5 per- 
cent. Production included 288,804 tons of 
pig iron, a postwar high, 541,157 tons of 
steel ingots, and 373,584 tons of rolled steel. 
No significant increases were predicted for 
November because of continuing power and 
coal shortages and slack domestic sales. It 
was believed that export contracts for iron 
and steel in November surpassed the 194,000- 
ton postwar record set in October, the in- 
creases being attributed to world-wide scar- 
city and the recent 5-percent reduction in 
Japan’s export prices for steel. Domestic 
prices remained high, however; even canners 
and shipbuilders, given reductions of 10 to 
15 percent, complained of material costs. 
Export orders appeared to concentrate on 
primary products; principal purchasers were 
the United States, United Kingdom, Aus- 
tralia, and Argentina. 

Production of textiles in October dropped 
5 to 6 percent, the decline being attributed 
principally to the power shortage. Opera- 
tion of installed cotton spindleage was said 
to have dropped from 88.2 percent in Sep- 
tember to 71 percent in October, more than 
offsetting any increase to be expected from 
installation during October of 312,312 addi- 
tional cotton spindles (installed cotton 
spindlage reached 5,984,362 by the end 
of October). During November there was 


much discussion of the British invitation to 
a bilateral conference to arrange Japanese- 
British cooperation in sales and production 
of cotton goods. Although press, industry, 
and Government circles all indicated that 
such a conference might be useful, they be-— 
lieved that it should be held after the treaty 
of peace is effective and attended also by 
the United States and India. 

Increased November rainfall eased the 
power situation somewhat and permitted the 
lifting of restrictions in certain areas. Coal 
stocks remained low, however, and water 
storage in hydroelectric basins at the end of 
November was still only 56 percent of capac- 
ity. The “great debate’ on power develop- 
ment continued, but no final plan has been 
adopted. One basic issue seems to be 
whether power development should be a pri- 
vate or a Government venture. In any event, 
financing remained the big problem, and it 
appeared to many observers that an increas- 
ingly large portion of industrial develop- 
ment funds would have to be devoted to 
power programs, to the detriment of iron 
and steel and shipbuilding. A power re- 
sources development council of certain 
Ministers, heads of agencies, and political 
representatives was formed to expedite the 
power program. 

FISHERIES 

The Tripartite Fishery Conference (Japan, 
Canada, and United States) opened its first 
session November 5 and continued discus- 
sions throughout the month. Representa- 
tives of the three Governments were expected 
to initial a pact by mid-December, delays 
being attributed largely to questions of word- 
ing and definitions. Essentially the con- 
vention would be an agreement to conserve 
fisheries, with a special tripartite commis- 
sion to be set up for enforcement and other 
purposes. Japan emphasized its interest in 
maintaining the principle of freedom of the 
high seas and a statement in this regard was 
placed in the preamble. The substance of 
the convention is expected to provide that 
a contracting party will voluntarily abstain 
from fishing in waters where maximum fish- 
ing is under way and where conservation 
measures are being applied by one or two of 
the other contracting parties. 

The Japanese fishing industry continued 
discussions on the proposed United States 
tariff on frozen tuna and possible increase 
of duty on canned tuna. The Export Asso- 
ciation of Aquatic Frozen Products decided 
to send two representatives to the United 
States to protect Japanese interests by op- 
posing the proposed duty. More recently, 
in connection with this same problem, two 
Japanese organizations were formed to work 
out agreements with United States interests 
whereby export quotas and prices would be 
established to avoid disturbing the United 
States market. To guard against the pos- 
sibility of dumping charges, the Govern- 
ment announced that, effective December 15, 
1951, export licenses would be required for 
all exports of frozen tuna, and that it has 
decided to place floor prices on canned tuna 
exports. 

FINANCE AND INVESTMENT 


The typical sharp year-end rise in the bank 
note issue did not begin until the end of 
November. The lull in business activity due 
to the power shortage and the financial dif- 
ficulties of many smaller enterprises that 
were hard hit by the price slump in the 
spring of the year, plus slowness in the deliv- 
ery of rice, resulted in a decrease in the note 
issue from 424 billion yen to 411 billion yen. 
By the end of the month, however, seasonal 
business activity aided by higher wages for 
Government employees pushed the note is- 
sue to 482 billion yen. At the corresponding 
time in 1950, currency in circulation stood 
at 353 billion yen with a peak of 452 bil- 
lion yen on December 30. 

Foreign trade transactions in November 
resulted in a surplus of $87,400,000. Re-. 
ceipts totaled $206,300,000, of which $107,- 
100,000 represented income from merchan- 
dise exports and $99,200,000 income from in- 
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visible exports. Payments totaled $118,900,- 
000 with $100,500,000 being expended for 
merchandise imports and $18,400,000 for in- 
visibles. By settlement area, receipts were: 
Sterling, $57,600,000; open account, $29,- 
100,000; and dollar, $119,700,000. Pay- 
ments were: Sterling, %26,300,000; open 
account, $13,400,000; and dollar, %79,100,- 
000. Trade with the United States 
showed a deficit of $31,500,000 with exports 
of $13,900,000 and imports of $45,400,000: 
Dollar receipts for invisibles totaled $95,800,- 
000, mostly from special procurement and 
occupation-connected activities. 

Indications from abroad, especially the 
United States, that foreign investors hoped 
Japan would adjust its investment laws to 
permit withdrawal of capital investment in 
foreign currency led to discussion within the 
Government of the possibility and advis- 
ability of such action. Concern of some in- 
terested Ministries, lest demands for foreign 
exchange might be too heavy if principal 
could be remitted freely, has extended con- 
sideration of this matter, with little appar- 
ent likelihood of an early amendment as 
originally proposed. 

Only two cases of technical assistance con- 
tracts were concluded between foreign and 
Japanese firms in October. Total acquisi- 
tion of shares was valued at 472 million yen 
and real estate purchases by foreign na- 
tionals were valued at 21 million yen. No- 
vember investment included 5 technical 
assistance contracts, 96 cases of stock ac- 
quisition valued at 95.5 million yen, and real 
estate acquisition valued at 48.4 million yen. 
Outstanding acquisition in November was 
the purchase of shares by a Panamanian firm 
in a major raw-cotton-importing firm in 
Osaka which buys from India and Pakistan. 


FOREIGN TRADE 


The value of exports in November was esti- 
mated at $110,000,000, as compared with 
$103,000,000 in October, of which slightly 
more than half represented sales to the ster- 
ling area. Cotton textile shipments to the 
latter increased slightly, thus diminishing 
the recent emphasis on capital goods im- 
ports by the sterling area which has created 
some concern among Japanese exporters. 
Shipments to the dollar area were estimated 
at $23,000,000 and to the open-account coun- 
tries, at $33,000,000—each about $1,000,000 
under October levels. Increased exports of 
steel plate and other types of fabricated 
steel to sterling-area and European markets 
contributed to the slight gain in November 
over the export volume of the preceding 
month. The demand for cast and forged 
products, engines, textile machinery, and 
communications equipment was also high, 
particularly in Southeast Asia. 

The Government released final figures on 
the value of foreign trade during the first 
half of the 1951 fiscal year (April through 
September). The value of the exports dur- 
ing this period was reported as $696,000,000, 
while imports totaled $1,223,000,000. Gov- 
ernment officials announced that current 
plans for the Japan fiscal year 1952 (April 
1, 1952—March 31, 1953) call for $1,344,000,000 
in exports—a goal believed readily attain- 
able—and for a limitation of imports to 
$1,888,000,000. 

A further decline in import trade was 
noted in November, commodities estimated 
at only $126,000,000 having been cleared 
through customs, as compared with $141,- 
000,000 in October. Import licenses issued 
in November, however, amounted to $169,- 
000,000, of which $110,000,000 represented 
allocations for purchases from dollar sources, 
$28,000,000 from open-account countries, 
and $31,000,000 from the sterling area. 

The low level of imports from the sterling 
area—attributable to difficulties in raw- 
material procurement from participant 
countries and the rising volume of exports 
to that area—has resulted in an unex- 
pectedly rapid rate of sterling accumulation 
by Japan. The latter’s sterling holdings 
(about 62,000,000 pounds in hand on Novem- 
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ber 30) are regarded by Japanese officials as 
excessive, and it is planned to encourage a 
greater volume of imports from the sterling 
area during the coming months. Some offi- 
cials, however, believe that the foreign-ex- 
change budget emphasis on sterling imports 
cannot curb the rate of sterling accumula- 
tion unless raw materials are more readily 
available from the sterling area. They also 
declare that, in purchasing from Japan, 
sterling-area participants are generally 
treating Japan as a hard-currency country— 
despite the deletion of the previous dollar- 
obligation clause from the new over-all 
payments agreement—and limiting their 
purchases to capital goods. Japan may in- 
vite sterling-area authorities to confer in 
the near future with a view to increasing 
raw-material exports to Japan and to the 
extension of soft-currency import licensing 
for Japanese goods. 

Indonesian officials at a recent trade con- 
ference in Tokyo—pointing to Japan’s 
$100,000,000 in 1950 sales to Indonesia, and 
only $48,000,000 in purchases—asked that 
the present dollar agreement be modified to 
permit Indonesia’s use of its accumulated 
sterling in settling its account with Japan. 
Since Japan’s agreement with the sterling 
area prohibits sterling transactions with 
other countries, Japanese officials declared 
that the dollar-payments agreement with In- 
donesia must stand. The conference was ad- 
journed without the negotiation of a trade 
plan for 1952, but further talks are expected 
in the near future. To balance trade more 
closely, Japan may propose further develop- 
ment of Indonesian raw-material sources 
and the procurement of needed commodities 
from other countries through the Indonesian 
account.—OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
PouiTicaL Apviser, Tokyo, Dec. 22, 1951. 


Libya 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


ITALY To CONTINUE PREFERENTIAL 
TREATMENT OF LIBYAN GOODS 


Italy has indicated that it is prepared, 
within the framework of economic assistance 
to the United Kingdom of Libya, to continue 
its policy of applying preferential tariff rates 
to goods entering Italy from Libya. 

At the September 1951 meeting in Geneva 
of the States that have signed the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the con- 
tracting parties, in compliance with a re- 
quest made by the Italian Government, rec- 
ommended that the existing tariff arrange- 
ment between Libya and Italy continue until 
September 1952, when the next annual meet- 
ing of GATT is scheduled to be held. The 
Italian and Libyan Governments are ex- 
pected to discuss their future trade relation- 
ships before that time, and inform GATT 
of their agreement regarding tariff rates. 

It is noteworthy that in 1950 about 40 
percent of Libya’s total exports of approxi- 
mately US$3,920,000 went to Italy. Such 
shipments consisted mainly of tunny fish, 
olive oil, barley, and dates. 


Malaya 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


CHANGES IN IMPORT AND Export GuIDE 


The following changes in the Malaya and 
Singapore Import and Export Guide, Decem- 
ber 1951 edition, were recently anounced. 
In list B of the Import Guide (Restricted 
Imports) under the subhead “Permitted 
Imports from Japan” aluminum flat sheets 
(to known end users only) are deleted and 
aluminum sheets are added. In list C of 
the Export Guide (Export Prohibited Except, 
to Neighboring Territories in Reasonable 
Quantities) under the subhead “Chemicals” 
arsenic trioxide and sodium arsenite are 
added. 





Pakistan 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN NOVEMBER 
FOREIGN TRADE 


According to recently released trade sta- 
tistics, Pakistan enjoyed a positive sea-borne 
trade balance of 405,700,000 rupees (1 
rupee = US$0.30225) for the 9 months ended 
September 30, 1951, compared with a favor- 
able balance for the like period in 1950 of 
169,600,000 rupees. However, in September 
there was a negative balance amounting to 
27,100,000 rupees, and for the first 6 months 
of the fiscal year (April to September) the 
adverse balance aggregated 41,800,000 rupees. 
Exports during this 6-month period were 
valued at 653,400,000 rupees and imports at 
695,200,000. The comparatively small deficit 
in this period was offset by the sizable posi- 
tive balance during the first few months of 
the year. The adverse balance during the 
6 months, which compares with a favorable 
balance from April to September 1950 of 
144,400,000 rupees, was due largely to a de- 
cline in the volume and value of cotton ship- 
ments. Jute exports were also somewhat 
lower. On the other hand, there was a gen- 
eral increase in the value of imports. The 
sharpest comparative increases in the values 
of imports were registered in. textiles, ma- 
chinery, and millwork. 

In November the Government released sta- 
tistics on trade between India and Pakistan 
for the 6 months, March through August 
1951, which showed that Pakistan had an 
export surplus during this period of 328,700,- 
000 rupees. Pakistan exports were valued at 
417,700,000 rupees; imports from India, 89,- 
000,000 rupees. These figures include trade 
in addition to that specified in the agree- 
ment of February 27, 1951. 


Pakistan’s principal contribution to the 
trade with India was in raw jute, valued at 
320,600,000 rupees, or 77 percent of Pakis- 
tan’s total exports to India during the period. 
Of India’s exports to Pakistan, the distribu- 
tion was fairly well divided. 

As it was agreed in February that Indian 
rupees earned from current transactions 
were convertible into free sterling, the favor- 
able balance of trade with India could serve 
to increase Pakistan’s sterling balances. 
However, with the present limited availabil- 
ity of capital goods and equipment, the im- 
mediate advantages to Pakistan of this siz- 
able trade balance are qualified. 


SPECIAL SESSION OF CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 


Little significant economic legislation was 
passed at the brief special session of the 
Constituent Assembly convened November 
15. Approval was given to amendments to 
the Tariff Schedule and the Control of Ship- 
ping Ordinance 1951, granting the Govern- 
ment power to allocate shipping space. One 
of the principal pieces of legislation was the 
amendment of the Insurance Act of 1938, by 
which the preferential treatment accorded 
British insurance companies operating in 
Pakistan was withdrawn, United Kingdom 
Government securities were eliminated com- 
pletely from the list of investments eligible 
for life funds over the next 4 years, and the 
deposits required of all insurance companies 
were raised to the original amounts specified 
in the 1938 act. All foreign insurance com- 
panies in Pakistan are now on the same foot- 
ing. 

Two bills were passed limiting child and 
female night labor in mines, factories, and 
docks. Following considerable debate, a 
unanimous resolution was passed calling for 
the establishment of a committee to inves- 
tigate unemployment conditions in the 
country. 

Questions addressed to the Government 
elicited miscellaneous information of note: 
Pakistan’s national income in 1950 is roughly 
estimated at 16 billion rupees; while the 
Government has on occasion undertaken 
the purchase and distribution of certain es- 
sential commodities, it is not wedded to any 
theory of state or private trading; the Gov- 
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ernment plans to establish a Shipping Rates 
Advisory Board on rates for the carriage of 
passengers and cargo from Pakistani ports 
to the rest of the subcontinent; the local 
newsprint position is satisfactory and the 
Government does not intend to regulate dis- 
tribution at present. 


AGRICULTURE 


Pakistan’s cotton crop in 1951-52 con- 
tinued to be estimated at about 10 percent 
larger than the 1950-51 crop which was es- 
timated at 1,515,000 bales (of 400 pounds). 
The price of cotton during November in- 
creased 37 percent following the announce- 
ment on November 8 of the reduced United 
States estimate. Japan took approximately 
50,000 bales and European markets about 
10,000 bales. Declared exports from Septem- 
ber 1 to the end of November were 174,000 
bales, including at least 60,000 bales from 
the old crop shipped to China. Although ex- 
ports have been somewhat smaller than in 
the comparable period of 1950, the price is 
about 23 percent higher. 

Jute prices increased about 1 percent dur- 
ing the month and were a third higher than 
in November 1950. Exports, excluding those 
to India, in the first 3 months of the crop 
year amounted to 496,000 bales, with France, 
the largest importer, taking 134,000 bales. 
For comparable months in 1950, exports 
amounted to _1,897,000 bales. The latest 
figures on Indian jute imports are 440,000 
pales during July and August, compared 
with 663,000 for the corresponding 2 months 
in 1950. 

The wool market (awaiting the Sydney 
and Liverpool auction results) was not ac- 
tive during November. The Karachi price 
declined and stocks accumulated. The wool 
price at the end of the month was 140 rupees 
@ maund (82.28 pounds) compared with 
275 rupees a year earlier. During the first 
10 months of 1951, wool exports amounted 
to 48,927 bales compared with 79,763 bales 
for the like period in 1950. The 1951 Sep- 
tember and October figures are preliminary 
estimates. 


SaLtt SHORTAGE IN East PAKISTAN 


The salt shortage in East Pakistan ended 
in November. On November 27, the Gov- 
ernment announced a program to guard 
against a deterioration of the situation by 
authorizing foreign imports as well as in- 
creased imports from’ West Pakistan, initia- 
tion of a 6-month stockpile, and, to en- 
courage local production, the exemption 
from excise tax for 2 years of the small 
amount of salt manufactured in East Pakis- 
tan. 

INDUSTRY 


The Government of Pakistan’s Steel Pur- 
chasing Mission to Europe, which included 
representatives of private industry, com- 
pleted its work during November. Govern- 
ment account purchases amounted to 146,- 
758 long tons and private account purchases 
73,411 tons, or a total of 220,169 tons. The 
steel was obtained from agents rather than 
manufacturers. The principal sources of 
supply are believed to have been France 
and Belgium. 

By the middle of November, 20,000 long 
tons of iron and steel had been purchased 
in Japan since that country began making 
Offers to Pakistan in July. This includes 
500 tons of tin plate. 


TRANSPORTATION 


There was increased agitation during No- 
vember over the apparent shipping shortage 
between East and West Pakistan. The com- 
paratively much higher prices in East Paki- 
stan of such essential commodities as salt, 
rapeseed, and ‘edible oils, none of which are 
in short supply in West Pakistan, indicated 
that the root of the problem lay in the ship- 
ping field. The Controller of Shipping, in an 
effort to alleviate the shortage, authorized 
vessels owned and chartered by Pakistan 
shipping companies to carry “topping” cargo 
to Chittagong, but by the end of the month 
the situation had not improved noticeably. 
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Plans are nearing completion for the es- 
tablishment of a Pakistan international air 
line to operate between East and West Pak- 
istan, London, and Muslim capitals in the 
Middle East. An interim arrangement has 
been negotiated for the utilization.and oper- 
ation of aircraft on a charter basis, pending 
the arrival of three aircraft purchased for 
delivery in the latter part of 1953. 

A test flight was completed by Himalayan 
Airways of India on a proposed biweekly air 
service between Ahmedabad, India, and 
Kabul, Afghanistan, using a circuitous route 
via Karachi, Pakistan, and Jiwani and Zahi- 
dan in Iran. The Pakistan Government’s 
approval is awaited for the inauguration of a 
regular service. 

At the request of the local Combined Air- 
line Operators Committee, the Director- 
General of Civil Aviation agreed to call a 
conference of representatives of interested 
Government agencies and air-line Officials to 
discuss the implementation by Pakistan of 
annex 9 to the International Civil Aviation 
Convention concerning the facilitation of in- 
ternational air transportation, with regard 
to its application for flights through Paki- 
stan, principally Karachi. The conference 
was expected to convene in December. 


FINANCE 


On November 27, the Punjab Provincial 
Government floated a 40,000,000-rupee ($12,- 
121,000) loan, bearing an interest rate of 314 
percent, maturing in 1963. The issue was 
well received. The subscription list was 
opened and closed the same day, with the 
full amount subscribed. The proceeds of 
the loan are to be used for irrigation and 
electrification projects, loans to municipal- 
ities and cultivators, roads and buildings, 
and various development plans to be jointly 
financed with the Central Government. 

Reflecting seasonal demand for the mar- 
keting of crops, notes in circulation con- 
tinued their upward trend, which began in 
August, with indications that it will continue 
during the crop season. On November 30, 
1951, notes in circulation reached an all- 
time high of 2,199,800,000 rupees, an increase 
of 158,400,000 rupees during November and 
a gain of 389,900,000 rupees over December 1, 
1950. Seasonal demands caused scheduled 
bank advances to rise 146,700,000 rupees in 
November to 717,700,000, with bills dis- 
counted increasing 11,900,000 rupees to 
62,700,000. Demand and time deposits 
showed little change during the month, so 
that the ratio of advances and bills dis- 
counted to demand and time liabilities rose 
from 41 percent to 52. 

‘Sterling securities” (other than those 
pending transfer from India) held by the 
Issue Department of the State Bank rose 
202,300,000 rupees from October 26, and on 
November 30 stood at 1,072,900,000 rupees, a 
new high, principally as the result of securi- 
ties transferred from the Banking Depart- 
ment’s “Balances held outside Pakistan,” 
which declined 138,100,000 rupees to 466,200,- 
000, the lowest since December 1950. The 
ratio of gold coin and bullion, silver bullion, 
sterling securities, and approved foreign ex- 
change to total note circulation on Novem- 
ber 30 stood at 69.40 percent, as against 66.36 
percent on October 26. 

Despite the increase in the bank rates in 
Great Britain and India during November 
the Pakistan bank rate remained unchanged 
at 3 percent.—U. S. Empassy, Karacut, DEc. 
15, 1951. 


Portugal 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


PROPYL AND ISOPROPYL ALCOHOLS; 
Imports LIMITED TO USERS 


Importation into Portugal of propyl and 
isopropyl alcohols can be effected only by 
firms using them as raw materials or supply- 
ing fuel for aircraft, by decree-law No. 38,532, 
published in the Diario do Governo, Lisbon, 


of November 24, 1951, and effective imme- 
diately. 

A special license issued by the Inspection- 
General of Agricultural and Industrial Prod- 
ucts is required for all imports. : 

The stated purpose of this measure is to 
prevent the fraudulent sale of propyl and 
isopropyl alcohols as denatured ethyl alcohol. 


Rumania 
Tariffs and Trade Controls 


GIFT PARCEL REGULATIONS AMENDED 


Notification of a change in articles per- 
mitted in parcels sent to Rumania via parcel 
post has been made by the Rumanian Postal 
Administration through the International 
Bureau circular No. 257 of November 6, 1951, 
recently received by the U. S. Post Office 
Department. ~ 

The following articles are prohibited im- 
portation in postal parcels: Matches, playing 
cards, flints for lighters, cigarette papers, 
edible salt, all Kinds of living plants with 
roots, and articles of a military character. 
Parcels containing articles in the foregoing 
list will be returned to the sender. 

The following articles may be imported 
only if accompanied by a phytopathologic 
certificate: Fresh fruit of all kinds, seeds of 
all kinds (flowers, vegetables, trees, shrubs, 
agricultural plants, or forest species), rice, 
pearl barley, bulbs, onions, shoots, and other 
parts of living plants. Parcels containing 
any of these items not accompanied by a 
phytopathologic certificate will be destroyed. 

It is now permissible to import in parcels: 
200 cigarettes, or 200 grams (about 7 ounces) 
of tobacco, or 20 cigars (but only one single 
kind of such products), per month per per- 
son; and a lighter for personal use. Parcels 
containing larger quantities of these prod- 
ucts will be returned to the sender. 


Tunisia 


Economic Conditions 


FOREIGN TRADE, First 6 MONTHS oF 1951 


Tunisia’s foreign trade in the first 6 
months of 1951 was considerably greater than 
in the corresponding period of 1950, accord- 
ing to official statistics issued by the Tuni- 
sian Statistical Service and as reported by 
the U. S. Consulate General. 

Imports totaling 32,375 million francs (350 
fracs=US$1, official rate) showed an in- 
crease of 29.7 percent in value, and exports 
amounting to 22,541 million francs repre- 
sented a valuation gain of 19.9 percent over 
the like period in 1950. Higher prices were 
substantially responsible for the gains, par- 
ticularly in imports. The gap between im- 
ports and exports widened, exports covering 
69.6 percent of imports in the first half of 
1951, as against 75.3 percent in the first half 
of 1950. 

Geographic distribution of Tunisian for- 
eign trade shows France far in the lead, 
supplying 78.9 percent of total imports and 
taking 43.9 percent of exports. Tunisian 


TABLE 1.—I/mports and Exports by 
Currency Area 


{In millions of francs] 





First half of First half of Ral- 
1950 1951 olan 


Area 





t 
Im- Ex- Im- Ex- = 
ports | ports | ports | ports 





20,070 | 10,744 | 27,162 | 11,176 |—15, 986 
a 962 | 2,312 767 | 5,264 | +4, 497 
2, 215 687 | 1,681 322 | —1,359 
1,716 | 5,060 | 2,765 | 5,779 | +3,014 


Total. _.| 24,963 | 18,803 | 32,375 | 22,541 | —9, 834" 


























Source: Tunisian Statistical Service. 
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trade has decreased with the United States, 
which furnished 4.5 percent of imports and 
took 1.4 percent of exports compared with 
7.6 and 2.7 percent, respectively, in the first 
half of 1950. Decreased dollar allocation and 
a dwindling of United States purchases of 
olive oil were primarily responsible for these 
reductions. 

The Tunisian foreign trade shows deficits 
with the franc and dollar areas and favorable 
balances with sterling and other areas as 
shown in table 1. 


PRINCIPAL IMPORTS 


Of the Tunisian imports totaling 32,375 
million francs in the first half of 1951, over 
41 percent consisted of 10 commodity groups, 
which were (in percentages of total imports) : 
Sugar, 6.85; cotton textiles, 6.71; petroleum 
products, 6.12; railroad equipment, 5.2; auto- 
mobiles and trucks, 4.09; iron and steel rolled 
and drawn products, 3.13; tractors and agri- 
cultural machinery, 2.66; lumber and manu- 
factures of wood, 2.44; paper and paper prod- 
ucts, 2.22; textiles of wool and hair, 1.95. 


Tarte 2.—Principal Tunisian Imports 
Calendar Year 1950 and First Half of 
1951 


| Quantity (in | Value (in mil- 




















metric tons) |lions of franes) 
| 
_——— — = 
Commodity | Cala 
| yy | First - D-| First 
vat thalfof} S| nalfot 
year 05 | year 1951 
1950 1950 : 
Livestock - | 2 467) = 311 37 
Fresh and frozen meat | | 
and edible offal 49) 26} 17) 3 
Fish, salted, dried, or 
J ; 393) 123 40 12 
Milk... | 2,447) 1,392 354 218 
Butter 490} 340 215 140 
Potatoes ._._. .-------| J7, 968} 5,800 342 96 
Dried vegetables 831 345 55 27 
Tea. 2,927; 1,478; 1,184 559 
Cereals other than soft | 
wheat. ; salina 768) 839 45 49 
Flour_. ‘ } 2 5 “ae ‘ 
Oleaginous seeds and | | | 
fruits... : ----| 2,446] 1,427 220 162 
Vegetable oils... _- | 570} 1,375 91 280 
Sugar....... as . | 46,243) 30,931} 3,045) 2,219 
Tobacco j , 2, 636) 1,059) 544} 239 
Lime and cement _ - .-| 26,752) 5, 687 7| 169} 181 
Coal. 2 ----|159, 862}114, 97 4) 602 480 
Petroleum products 241, 642/115, 426 3,128) 1,983 
Pharmaceutical products _| 678) 402! 679) 431 
Fertilizer Ac-soisete Rar See 60) 31 
Soap | 2,246] 1,234 72| 192 
Lumber and manufac- | 
tures of wood 56, 568) 34,361} 1,116 789 
Paper and manufactures 
thereof_____- 9,350} 5,729 868 719 
Cotton threads and yarns 780 313 494 253 
Textiles of wool and hair £87 279} 1,047) 632 
Cotton textiles_....... 4,670| 2,223] 4,107) 2,171 
Rayon textiles...........| 488) 230; 739) 624 


Printed fabries_........-.| 413 
Embroidered goods, 
clothing, and accesso- | 
ride deinen 349 150 809 363 
Hosiery __- oe 544 193] 1,015} 442 
Iron and steel: | 
Rolled and _ forged 


171 492 225 











products 48, 565) 21,179) 1,557 753 
Drawn and extruded 
products , 11,168; 5,939 468 260 
Other common metals__- 1, 609 922 218 219 
Agricultural machinery. .| 3,559 2, 385 775 540 
Railroad equipment... 4, 116 723} 1,363) 1,684 
Passenger cars... .....-- 3, 004 gt 1, 271) 893 
Trucks... . seaochipae 2,071} 1,345 573 431 
Tractors. __. 3, 538; 1,007) 1,059 321 
Bodies, chassis, and parts 
of vehicles _. 619} 365 334 219 
Parcel post. __. ae 1, 429 493} 3,273) 1,532 
All other... _- 136, 793\111, 925; 18, Fens Sete ul, 958 
a cihtineddenain’ 05, 28e 178, 314) “51, 532) "92, 875 


; ! 


Source: Tunisian Statistical Service. 





PRINCIPAL EXPORTS 


Agricultural products and minerals are 
the principal Tunisian exports; farm prod- 
ucts accounted for the bulk of shipments 
from Tunisia in the first half of 1951. The 
following eight leading items represented 71.4 
percent of the 22.541 million francs of goods 
shipped (in percentage of total exports) : 
Esparto grass, 15.84; olive oil, 13.35; rock 
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TaBLE 3.—Principal Tunisian Exports, 


Calendar Year 1950 and First Half of 
1951 


Value (in 


Quantity (in millions of 


metric tons) 


| franes ') 
Commodity 
| « alen- First | val First 
dar | half of | “ nd Av \half of 
| year | “ios | year |" S951 
|} 1950 | -% } 19% 50 ’ 
} | } | 
| | 
Live animals r 669 499 89 66 
Sponges... 92 74 246 190 
Dried veget: ables 46, 789 7,926) 1,147 236 
Other vegetables 6, 859 2, 481) 186 86 
Dates___- 4, 313 1, 116) 322 62 
Citrus fruits. | 14,429) 10,214) 430 303 
Fresh almonds | 20 10 
Other edible fruits_ 689 331 46 44 
Wheat____ |} 146,481} 42,640) 4,539) 1,394 
Barley | 188,956} 62,893) 3,799) 1,502 
Esparto grass 142, 146; 122,461) 1,790) 3,572 
Olive oil. | 73,910 9, 716} 11, 550 3° 010 
Ordinary and spark- | 
ling wines |} 36,519 27,639; 1,520) 1,012 
Salt | 69,325) 53,749 92 74 
Phosphe ate rock _- |1, 688, 374)1, 177,219) 4,216) 2,996 
Iron ore ...-| 701,248) 459,356) 1, 229 950 
Zine ore 5, 916 3, 596 141 139 
Cork and manufac- } | 
tures thereof well 5, 176} 3, 551 103 95 
Sparterie and wicker- | 
ware | 188} 91 16) 7 
Rugs, woolen | 24 15 27) 20 


Ceramic products 1, 097 260 15 4 
Lead and lead alloys 21, 361 12,854) 2,038) 1, 666 
Other articles sa 132, 609) 118,148) 6,011) 5,104 


Total__. 3, 287, 190\2 >, 116, R39 39, 552} 22, 541 


1 350 francs= U. S. $1, official rate. 
Source: Tunisian Statistical Service. 


phosphate, 13.29; lead and lead alloys, 7.39; 
parley 6.66; wheat, 6.18; wine, 4.49; iron ore, 
4.21. 


Union of South Africa 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


SPECIFIED IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTS: 
DuTIES TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 


Import duties in the Union of South 
Africa on certain semifinished iron and-steel 
items have been suspended until further 
notice by Government Notice No. 2489 pub- 
lished in the Official Gazette of September 
28, 1951. The suspension of these duties 
became effective 14 days after publication of 
the notice. 

The items on which import duties have 
been suspended, South African tariff items 
122 (a), (b), (c), (ad), and (e), include iron 
and steel in blocks, ingots, pigs, billets, 
blooms, and scrap; plates, sheets, and strips 
not worked up in any way except polished, 
corrugated, galvanized, coated with lead, tin, 
or zinc; angle, bar, channel, rod, H, T, and 
other rolled-steel sections; drill steel; and 
tool steel. 


United Kingdom 


Exchange and Finance 


NEw STERLING AGREEMENT NEGOTIATED 
WITH INDIA 


(See item appearing under the heading 
“India.”) 


Tariffs and Trade Controls 


VINE TIE GRASS EXEMPT FROM 
Import DuTy 


The British Government has issued an or- 
der exempting imports of diss, or vine tie, 
grass from duty effective from November 30, 
1951.. Before November 30 diss had been 
subject to a duty of 10 percent ad valorem 
on importation from non-Commonwealth 
countries. 





CERTAIN CHEMICALS EXEMPT FROM 
ImMporT Duty 


The British Government has issued an or- 
der exempting the following chemicals from 
key industry duty at 3314 percent ad valorem 
during the period December 11, 1951, through 
February 19, 1952: Dimethoxyethyl phthalate 
(an ethylene glycol ether-ester); methyl 
cyanoacetate (a methyl ester); sodium 2: 5- 
dihydroxybenzoate. 


Venezuela 


RECENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


TRADE AND INDUSTRY 


Retail trade during the Christmas season 
was brisk, stimulated by the usual mid- 
December profit-sharing payments to em- 
ployees in accordance with the provisions of 
the Labor Law, and a distribution of ap- 
proximately 34,000,000 bolivars to Federal 
employees and members of the Armed Forces. 
It is estimated that the total value of sales 
in the Federal District exceeded that of the 
1950 Christmas period by 20 percent. Stocks 
of most merchandise were sufficient to sat- 
isfy all demands. 

As a result of the delay in the receipt of 
merchandise occasioned by the recent dock 
strike at the port of New York, the Govern- 
ment extended to January 31, 1952, the 
validity of the arrival date of pure cotton 
textiles under the established quotas for the 
second half of 1951. 

Production of crude petroleum, which de- 
clined to an average of 1,696,712 barrels per 
day the week ended December 10, owing toa 
break in one section of the Anaco-Puerto La 
Cruz pipeline, reached an all-time high in 
the subsequent week, averaging 1,790,630 
barrels per day. A cooperative poultry- 
packing plant opened in Caracas to handle 
production of the nearby chicken raisers; the 
plant has a deep-freeze capacity of 60,000 
birds monthly, but this is not in operation 
because chilled poultry can be marketed as 
fast as received. Sugar refineries are com- 
plaining of a surplus of molasses and al- 
cohol. They have asked the Government to 
establish facilities at Puerto Cabello for the 
bulk handling of these materials, as it is ex- 
pected they can be shipped abroad in tankers. 


TRANSPORTATION 


The Government decreed an additional 
40,000,000 bolivars to the Ministry of Public 
Works for continuation of extraordinary 
plans of public works. Of this sum, 17,000,- 
000 bolivars were allocated for the extraor- 
dinary highway construction, paving, con- 
servation, and study program; 13,000,000 
bolivars for the Caracas-La Guaira autopista; 
and 10,000,000 bolivars for the extraordinary 
port and airport construction, paving, con- 
servation, and study program. 


NATIONAL INDUSTRY PROTECTION 


The Government established maximum 
prices of sales of locally manufactured 
woolen cloths to importers. The prices fixed 
were unchanged from those set on March 7, 
1951, and importations of cloths of wool or 
goat hair and cloths of artificial wool, pure 
or mixed, remain subject to prior import li- 
cense on the basis of furnishing proof of the 
purchase of 1 meter of nationally produced 
woolen cloth for each 2 meters of desired im- 
portations. These actions are effective to 
May 31, 1952. 

AGRICULTURE 


The Venezuelan Development Corporation 
has withdrawn as a shareholder in the Vene- 
zuelan Basic Economy Corporation (VBEC). 
The latter has transferred to the Corpora- 
tion the two farms in the State of Portuguesa 
known as Agua Blanca. This transfer can- 
cels approximately one-half of the stock in- 
terest of the Corporation in VBEC, and the 
remainder of the shares will be taken up for 


(Continued on p. 28) 
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Automotive Produets 


ALL-METAL-Boby Bus OPERATED IN INDIA 


A bus with an all-metal light alloy body 
is being used for transporting passengers to 
and from the airport by the Madras agents 
for Air Ceylon. The all-metal bus body is 
on a Bedford chassis and has seating accom- 
modations for 26 persons. 

The bus was built by a company in Eng- 
land, which has been experimenting on an 
all-metal light alloy bus body suitable for 
export to tropical countries like India, Iran, 
Ethopia, Uganda, and Nigeria. According to 
a recent report, this special type of bus body 
will solve many of the transportation prob- 
lems of the tropical countries, such as rust, 
excessive humidity, destruction of timber by 
insets, and high operating costs, which in- 
crease with the weight of the vehicle. 


AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY AND USE, GREECE 


Motor vehicles in operation in Greece on 
January 1, 1951, totaled 29,383, including 
8,245 passenger cars, 17,055 trucks, and 4,083 
busses. New passenger cars were few, and 
at least 60 percent of the trucks were second- 
hand war surplus. 

There are 90 body builders in Greece, 
nearly all of them small enterprises having 
limited equipment and finances. They man- 
ufacture all metal or combination metal and 
wood bodies on imported United States or 
European chassis. The body-building in- 
dustry greatly improved during 1950 and is 
now considered able to meet the country’s 
requirements for bus bodies and other types 
of vehicles. Transport lines at the end of 
1950 were even oversupplied, though 300 to 
400 busses were estimated to be required an- 
nually to replace old vehicles. Proposals 
have been made to replace the streetcars 
with trolley cars in the city of Athens. This 
would further revive the bus-body industry 
in Greece, for the bodies would be built 
locally. However, the suspension of the is- 
suance of new operating licenses to bus 
operators, the increased taxes, and the keen 
competition in this industry are affecting 
operation progress. The development of ex- 
ports to adjacent countries is sought as an 
aid to the bus-building industry. 

Imports of new motor vehicles during 1950 
were estimated to number 1,300. Available 
import data do not show new and used ve- 
hicles separately. There were 1,093 new and 
used passenger cars imported into Greece 
during 1950, of which 323 were from the 
United States. The United States provided 
1,255 of the 2,532 trucks and truck trailers 
imported in 1950, and 4 of the 30 busses. 
The United States was also the source of 
716 of the 1,263 chassis imported during 1950. 
Of the 455 motorcycles imported, 436 were 
from the United States. Approximately 70 
percent of the raw materials and accessories 
used in the body-building industry were 
imported. 

Automotive parts may be imported within 
the budgeted foreign-exchange allocations in 
the semiannual import license schedules. 
Distributors and dealers of Greece are ade- 
quately stocked with parts. It is estimated 
that 75 percent of the imported replacement 
parts and accessories are of United States 
manufacture. 

For the first time since the war, the Greek 
automotive business was on a sound basis in 
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1950. However, imports and sales were on 
a decline in the last quarter of that year, 
owing to the depressed economic condition, 
and were expected to continue to drop. 

There has been a strict limitation on pas- 
senger-car imports from the United States 
and the United Kingdom since 1946. Euro- 
pean-made passenger cars may be imported 
under the clearing or trade agreements. An 
active demand exists for American-made 
passenger cars. They are desired because of 
their more powerful construction, and be- 
cause of the availability of replacement 
parts. 

Trailers are not popular in Greece, as the 
terrain of the country is difficult. A ready 
market exists for United States delivery vans, 
though competition from the British vans is 
strong because they are cheaper to operate 
and less expensive to buy. 


IRANIAN USE AND PURCHASE OF 
AUTOMOBILES 


Motor vehicles registered in Iran, as of 
September 1951, totaled 21,768 passenger 
cars, 15,407 trucks, 4,995 busses, 449 other 
vehicles, and 2,659 motorcycles. 

Imports for the 1951 Iranian fiscal year 
(ended March 20, 1951), totaled 2,529 pas- 
senger cars (3,329 for the like period of 
1950), 2,359 (2,844) trucks and 142 (179) 
busses and other vehicles. 

A decree of October 13, 1951, which placed 
a 50-percent tax on the wholesale price of 
all passenger cars and motorcycles imported 
into Iran, has brought automotive sales to a 
standstill. It is expected that a revised ver- 
sion of this tax will be considered in the 
near future. 


JAPANESE PRODUCTION AND USE OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES 


Japan produced a total of 85,182 motor 
vehicles of all types in the Japanese 1950 
fiscal year (April 1, 1950, to March 31, 1951), 
compared with 65,147 in the 1949 fiscal year. 

Of these, the most numerous were “three- 
wheelers,” the lightweight motorcycle trucks 
and taxis whose versatility and economy have 
made them so popular in Japan, with 39,102 
produced in the 1950 period (27,562 in 1949). 
Other production figures were: Light pas- 
senger cars, 1,994 (1,145); light trucks, 8,825 
(9,013); trucks and busses, 24,803 (18,589); 
motorcycles and motorscooters 9,755 (7,366) ; 
and electric passenger cars, trucks, and 
busses, 703 (1472). 


Tunis Uses SMALt Cars as TAXIS 


The Société des Bebe-Taxis, Tunis, Tuni- 
sia, recently placed in operation for taxi 
service the French 4CV Renault passenger 
car. At present the municipality has au- 
thorized 10 of these taxis to be used. 

In the past, taxi service in Tunis has been 
confined to normal-sized automobile taxis 
and horse-drawn vehicles. 


New ZEALAND Buys BUSSES 


The Auckland Transport Board, according 
to a recent press report, will buy 90 forty- 
four-seater Diesel busses from England 
costing £620,000 (£¢1—US$2.80) required for 
the second stage of its modernization plan 
which provides for the conversion of half of 
the present 10 tram routes. The busses will 
have a carrying capacity of 66 (44 seated and 





22 standing); Daimler chassis, and bodies 
made by the Saunders-Roe Co., and their 
underfioor engines will have a fluid drive and 
a 10.6-liter motor, the largest type used for 
passenger busses. Some of the units will be 
completed busses and others with bodies to 
be assembled in New Zealand. Deliveries 
are to be made at the rate of five a week. In 
addition, the Board has on order 50 British 
Leyland busses with Saunders-Roe bodies. 

For replacements and the building up of 
its fleet on new services, it has also on order 
13 British A. E. C. busses. One chassis of 
this underfloor engine type arrived in New 
Zealand recently and is now being fitted 
with a body. Nine more in this order have 
been shipped. 

Tenders for trolley busses for the mod- 
ernization plan closed December 14, 1951. 
All trolley-busses operating in New Zealand 
have been of British manufacture. However, 
the city of Auckland had under considera- 
tion the purchase of completely assembled 
United States trolley-busses. 


PLan To ASSEMBLE BRITISH CARS IN THE 
PHILIPPINES 


Ramcar, Inc., Manila, the Philippines, op- 
erators of a storage-battery factory and au- 
tomotive repair and supply shops, are plan- 
ning to open an assembly plant for British 
Hillman passenger cars and trucks. The as- 
sembly plant, which will cost 100,000 pesos 
(1 pesos= US$0.50), is expected to turn out 
assembled units sometime in 1952. 

Ramcar believes that it should be possible 
to dispose of 10 units a month and still ex- 
pand in the future. 

There is some doubt as to the market po- 
tentialities, as almost 100 percent of the ve- 
hicles in the Republic of the Philippines are 
of United States makes. It is believed that 
Ramcar and the Rootes firm are banking on 
the low gasoline consumption, and fee] that 
there should be a good possibility of devel- 
oping a steady demand, once the reputation 
of Hillman is established. 


Chemicals 


ARGENTINE EXPORTS OF TANKAGE AND 
DRIED BLoop 


Argentina’s exports of tankage totaled 
2,375 metric tons in November 1951. Ger- 
many was the largest purchaser (788 tons); 
the United States took 395 tons. Exports of 
dried blood amounted to 595 tons and went 
principally to the United Kingdom and 
Germany. 


NITRATE PRXDUCTION IN CHILE 


A downward trend in production of ni- 
trates by the Shanks process in Chile has 
been arrested by the reopening of idle plants. 
Two resumed work in the period October- 
November 1951, which brings to 17 the total 
number of nitrate works using either the 
Guggenheim or Shanks method. 


BRAZILI'N CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL 
IMPORTS 


Brazil’s imports of chemical and pharma- 
ceutical products increased by 92,800 metric 
tons in volume and 607,355,000 cruzeiros in 
value (1 cruzeiro—approximately US$0.05) 
in the first 8 months of 1951 over those in 
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the corresponding period of 1950. These 
products were among the principal items 
making up the increase in total imports. 
Part of the larger volume is attributed to 
greater stockpiling. 


FERTILIZER SALES IN CANADA STEADY 


Sales of fertilizers in Canada in the fiscal 
years 1949-50 and 1950-51 were at virtually 
the same level. They amounted to 618,610 
tons and 616,300 tons, respectively. Author- 
itative sources indicate that they do not 
expect any significant change in consump- 
tion in the current or immediately following 
fiscal year, but that there will be a substan- 
tial increase over a longer period. 

Total consumption of fertilizers (mate- 
rials and mixtures) increased from 169,565 
tons in the calendar year 1927 to 764,580 
tons in 1950. The increase is attributed to 
use on a steadily growing acreage in eastern 
Canada and in British Columbia, as well as 
to greater amounts per acre. 


CHEMICAL SHORTAGES IN FINLAND 


Although the Finnish plastics industry 
has expanded considerably in the postwar 
period, it is having difficulty in’ meeting the 
growing domestic demand for all types of 
industrial and consumer products because+ 
of shortages of raw materials, especially poly- 
vinylchloride. The output of cellulose-ace- 
tate, polystyrene, polyethylene, and poly- 
vinylehloride products by the injection- 
molding branch doubled in 1951 over that 
in 1950. The output of melamine products 
also is increasing; production of phenolics 
will remain at the same level. 


GOVERNMENT HANDLES CHEMICAL FERTI- 
LIZERS IN FORMOSA 


The production, importation, and distri- 
bution of chemical fertilizers in Formosa 
are handled almost entirely through Govern- 
ment channels. Private trade in these prod- 
ucts in postwar years has been negligible. 
Fertilizers are distributed by the Provincial 
Food Bureau, Taiwan, Sugar Corporation, 
and the Provincial Department of Agricul- 
ture and Forestry. 


CONTROL OF PLANT DISEASES NEEDED IN 
NIGERIA 


Because of the relative inaccessibility of 
scattered plots, it has not been possible for 
the cocoa survey group to assess accurately 
the extent of damage which resulted in 
Nigeria and the British Cameroons in 1951 
from swollen shoot disease. It is believed, 
however, that losses are increasing each year 
because of the ineffectiveness of control 
measures. The mold infection which causes 
black pod also ‘has been higher. 

The government policy of cutting out in- 
fected trees had to be discontinued because 
of opposition from the native population, 
and it is feared that swollen shoot disease 
may spread from the Ibadan area to other 
districts. The problem is increased by the 
fact that infected trees continue to produce 
healthy pods for some time after the start 
of the disease. If pod development were 
curtailed immediately, it would be easier to 
persuade growers to accept destruction of the 
trees. 


SULFuRIC ACID PRODUCTION CONSIDERED IN 
FRANCE 


Because of the shortage of sulfur and the 
high price of pyrites, the French Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce has drafted plans 
for construction of a three-kiln sulfuric- 
acid nlant to use gypsum as raw material and 
has submitted them to the industry’s syn- 
dicate for study. So far, no decision has 
been made, and it is not known whether the 
Government will undertake to build the 
plant should private interests decide against 
it. It is understood that a major difficulty 
is the problem of disposing of the clinkers 
which are a byproduct of the operation. 
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They must be sold in order to reduce the 
cost of the acid and permit it to be mar- 
keted at competitive prices. Producers con- 
sider that the output of clinkers from a 
plant of the size contemplated would cause 
an oversupply and make sales difficult or 
impossible. 


FRANCE TO IMPORT FERTILIZERS 


It is estimated that France will import 
20,000 metric tons of sodium nitrate from 
Chile in the fiscal year 1951-52 and 15,000 
tons of ammonium nitrate from various 
sources. No other imports of fertilizers 
from outside the French Union are contem- 
plated during the current fiscal year. 


SPAIN TO ERECT CHEMICAL PLANT 


Real Compafia Asturiana de Minas, Tor- 
relavega, Santander, Spain, will erect a plant 
to make dimethylaniline. A United States 
company will design the factory and furnish 
the equipment. 


DEMAND FOR SPANISH PYRITES HEAVY 


Demand for Spanish pyrites in western 
Europe was reported heavy in the fourth 
quarter of 1951. Production was running 
considerably ahead of that in 1950. 


U. K. CHEMICAL EXPORTS HIGH 


Exports of chemicals, drugs, dyes, and col- 
ors from the United Kingdom in October 1951 
totaled £13,630,630, according to Board of 
Trade statistics published in the British 
press. They increased more than £2,000,000 
in value over those in September and ac- 
counted for the highest monthly total of the 
year except for August (£14,100,530). 


FERTILIZER SUBSIDY To BE GRANTED IN 
U. 


Among adjustments to cover increased 
farm costs in the United Kingdom will be 
a subsidy of approximately 30 percent on 
phosphatic fertilizers. It will be granted 
on supplies bought in the period July 1951- 
June 1952. This action reverses the earlier 
policy of abolishing fertilizer subsidies. The 
reduction in the cost of fertilizers may stim- 
ulate farm production, especially since use of 
these materials declined after the former 
subsidy was removed. 


VENEZUELA Buys CHEMICALS AT LOW 
RATES 


Agricultural chemicals from Germany are 
reported to be selling at lower prices in Ven- 
ezuela than those from the United States 
and the United Kingdom. It is understood 
that this price advantage also is true of fer- 
tilizers. 


Nawal Stores. Gums, 
Waxes, & Resins 


CANADIAN USE OF NAVAL STORES 


Rosin made from tall oil has appeared on 
the Canadian market. One Montreal dis- 
tributor reports interest in the product and 
a soap manufacturer plans to use it. Paint 
producers are using less natural rosin, but 
large quantities of synthetic resins. The 
paper industry is purchasing more finished 
rosin size rather than natural rosin from 
which manufacturers formerly made their 
own size. 

A significant trend in consumption of naval 
stores in the Dominion has been the re- 
duced use of turpentine in paint manufac- 
ture. Dealers in gum turpentine report a 
decline in sales in bulk, but a steady market 
in retail-size containers for use as a thinner. 


InpIA ESTIMATES Low Lac Crop 


Preliminary estimates indicate that India’s 
1951 Kusmi lac crop is not good, although 
better than that of 1950. Production is ex- 
pected to total 61,500 maunds (1 maund= 
82.27 pounds), compared with a normal crop 





of 156,000 maunds; output in 1950 was 40,- 
800 maunds. Estimates of the 1951 crop 
by States are as follows, in maunds: Bihar, 
113,500; Madhya Pradesh, 27,000; Orissa, 13,- 
000; and other, 2,500. 

A considerable shortage of brood through- 
out the country because of the failure of the 
summer crop (Jethwi) is said to be the prin- 
cipal reason for the lower yield from kusum 
trees in 1951. 


GUM PRODUCTION IN GREECE 


Unusually wet and cool weather in Greece 
in October 1951 is reported to have had an 
unfavorable effect on gum production. Ear- 
lier estimates of a crop of 18,500 metric tons 
have had to be revised, and it is believed that 
the total 1951 dip will not exceed 16,500 tons. 


Radio & Television 


BELGIUM ADOPTS TELEVISION SYSTEM 


The Belgian Cabinet has recently approved 
the recommendation of the Minister of Com- 
munications on a television system for Bel- 
gium. The system to be adopted has been 
in controversy for some time (see FOREIGN 
COMMERCE WEEKLY issues of April 9, 1951, 
p. 25, and December 31, 1951, p. 22). The 
Minister’s recommendations were based on 
the report of a television investigating com- 
mittee which has been studying the matter 
since last April 

The Minister proposed that Belgium adopt 
two systems—819 lines, the French system, 
for operation in the French-speaking part of 
Belgium, and 625 lines for the Flemish areas 
of the country, the system most generally 
used in Europe. This mixed system will have 
the following basic characteristics: Channel 
width of 7 megs, and positive-image modula- 
tion and sound modulation. It has been 
seemingly impossible to agree on a single 
system for the entire country because of the 
two linguistic and cultural elements in the 
population. 

Whether National Radio is to have a 
monopoly on television in Belgium has still 
not been announced. Although the press 
and the majority of the public do not favor 
granting this monopoly to State Radio, it 
would appear such a grant would be the 
practical solution to the problem. 


U. S. Rapios MEETING COMPETITION IN 
LEBANON 


A number of radio receivers were formerly 
assembled in Lebanon from United States 
and European components. The operation 
proved unprofitable, however, and was en- 
tirely abandoned in late 1950. 

Imports of radio receivers in 1950, valued 
in Lebanese pounds, totaled 1,202,251 
(L£2.21=US $1). The percentages of the 
total supplied by the principal sources were 
approximately as follows: The Netherlands, 
30 percent; Great Britain, 26 percent; United 
States, 21 percent. Imports of radio-receiv- 
ing tubes in 1950, valued in Lebanese pounds, 
totaled 92,157. The percentages of the total 
supplied by the principal sources was ap- 
proximately as follows: United States, 40 per- 
cent; the Netherlands, 19 percent; Great 
Britain and France, 18 percent each. 

(Figures for the first quarter of 1950 cover 
the Syro-Lebanese Customs Union. The eco- 
nomic break with Syria occurred on March 
14, 1950.) 

The number of radio sets in use in Leba- 
non, registered and unregistered, is estimated 
at 60,000, approximately 70 percent of which 
are designed for United States type tubes. 
Local distributors of United States radio 
tubes, however, are said to experience diffi- 
culty in securing deliveries. European com- 
petition was increasingly successful during 
1951, the keenest competition coming from 
British, Netherlands, and German products. 
For example, sales of United States radio 
sets represented about 25 percent of total 
sales in 1949, dropped to between 10 and 15 
percent in 1950, and to below 10 percent in 
1951. 
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Current prices of United States radio re- 
ceivers are reportedly 75 to 100 percent high- 
er than those of European makes. European 
makes have already gained considerable 
popularity, and in view of their lower price 
distributors of United States sets have heen 
so handicapped that many of them have dis- 
continued handling them. 


RADIO IN IRAQ 


The allocation for imports of radio sets 
and accessories in Iraq for 1952 will be $224,- 
000, the same as for 1951, as indicated by 
the Director General of Imports. Import 
licenses for radio spare parts will be granted 
only to firms with radio maintenance facili- 
ties which have previously imported such 
commodities. 

The total number of radio receivers in 
Iraq is estimated at 60,000, two-thirds of 
which are designed for United States type 
tubes. Two-thirds of the radios in use are 
believed to be less than 6 years old and the 
remainder from 7 to 15 years old. 

The departure from Iraq of about 120,000 
Jews during 1950-51 placed on the market a 
large number of radios at prices consider- 
ably below replacement costs and adversely 
affected radio merchants’ sales during the 
past 18 months. In addition, the listening 
audience in Iraq has been considerably af- 
fected, as the Jews represented the largest 
single group demanding radio sets capable 
of receiving broadcasts from abroad. The 
majority of the local population understands 
Arabic only. Therefore, broadcasts from 
abroad are confined to Arabic. 

Imports of receiving apparatus, including 
loud-speakers, in 1949 amounted to a value 
of 134,987 Iraq dinars, and in 1950 to 117,861 
dinars (ID1—1,000 fils—US$2.80). The 
United States share of these totals was 42,738 
dinars in 1949, and only 24,100 dinars in 1950; 
United Kingdom’s share was 60,835 dinars 
in 1949 and 56,995 in 1950; the Netherlands’ 
share, 23,165 dinars in 1949 and 21,384 in 
1950. These three countries were the princi- 
pal suppliers during both periods. 

Efficient servicing is an essential factor. 
Many radio sets introduced into Iraq soon 
disappeared from the market because of im- 
proper servicing facilities afforded to buyers. 
United States manufacturers should note 
that only importers classified as to financial 
responsibility by the Director General of Im- 
ports are permitted to import goods into Iraq, 
and manufacturers should therefore refrain 
from granting their agencies to unclassified 
firms. 

Some of the primary causes of premature 
break-down of radio receivers are climatic 
conditions; fluctuation of power supply, 
especially outside Baghdad and Basra; and 
heavy use. Radios installed in coffee shops 
usually run from sunrise to shortly before 
midnight. 

The most popular radio set is five tubes, 
AC/DC, three waves. The United States 
set of this type retails at between 18,000 
and 21,000 dinars, and the English set re- 
tails for 17,500 dinars. European sets have 
band spread, whereas United States sets of 
the same price do not. 

Table radios represent 85 percent of the 
sets in use. The use of console radiophono- 
graphs increased from 2 percent in 1949 to 3 
percent in 1950. 


FINANCING TELEVISION IN THE 
NETHERLANDS 


Netherland TV-set owners will be taxed a 
fee of 30 guilders a year. Distribution of the 
proceeds will be by decree of the Dutch 
Minister of Education, Arts, and Sciences as 
follows: After the costs of collection and of 
the Television Advisory Council have been 
subcontracted (Council to consist of at least 
10 members) an annual maximum of 600,000 
guilders will be granted to authorized tele- 
vision broadcasters as a contribution to their 
programing costs. The amount to be granted 
will be equal to funds used by the broad- 
casters themselves up to the stated maxi- 
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mum. Any surplus will be utilized to meet 
expenses incurred by the Postal and Tele- 
graph Services in operation of the TV-trans- 
mitter installations. 


RADIO IN NEW CALEDONIA 


Licensed radio receivers in the colony of 
New Caledonia were reported at 2,074 on 
November 14, 1951. Of these, 1,473 were 
located in the capital city of Noumea. Un- 
licensed sets were estimated at 1,000. 


The license fee for radio receivers ranges. 


from 25 to 200 francs C. F. P., depending 
upon the set. However, an early increase in 
these taxes was proposed by the Governor 
during the first part of December. (US$1— 
63.63 francs C. F. P.) 


SWITZERLAND To HAvE EXPERIMENTAL 
TELEVISION 


The project for establishment of an ex- 
perimental television station on the 
Uetliberg near Zurich, Switzerland, was 
passed on December 5, 1951, by the Swiss 
National Council (Lower House). The plan 
provides for a Federal subsidy of 2.4 million 
Swiss Francs to be spent during the 3-year 
experimental period of 1952-54 (1 Swiss 
Franc=approximately US$0.2338). Total 
cost of the experiment is estimated at 4 mil- 
lion francs. Contributions from the Swiss 
Broadcasting Corporation, the TV industry, 
and TV set owners will make up the differ- 
ence. 

About 1 million people—nearly one-fourth 
of the country’s total population—are living 
within the range to be covered by the 
transmitter. 

The Swiss Postal, Telegraph, and Tele- 
phone Administration will be in charge of 
technical operations, and program activities 
will be the Swiss Broadcasting Corporation’s 
responsibility. An advisory committee to be 
appointed shortly, will provide SBC with a 
set of directives for its programming. This 
committee will include members of churches, 
political parties, and cultural organizations, 
as well as artists, educators, journalists, and 
others. Advertising will not be permitted. 

One of the main objectives of the Zurich 
experiment is to train a body of Swiss tele- 
vision technicians. Operations will begin in 
the spring of 1952. By then a 5-kilowatt pic- 
ture transmitter and a 3-kilowatt low sound 
transmitter will be installed on the Uetliberg. 
In the initial stage total weekly programs 
will be 2 or 3 hours long and will gradually 
be increased to 7 hours. 

In keeping with Switzerland’s decentral- 
ized structure other stations will be in- 
stalled once television is past the experi- 
mental stage. 

When TV becomes a regular operation a 
fee of not less than 70 francs per spectator- 
family will have to be levied in order to make 
it self-supporting, according to the Federal] 
Government’s estimate, based on the as- 
sumption that 200,000 families will have sets 
installed. 

The local press has not been too enthusi- 
astic over the prospect of television, perhaps 
considering it a formidable competitor. 
Television’s influence on the younger genera- 
tion has been painted in the darkest colors 
by scores of recent articles while very few 


have pointed up its possibilities in the field 
of education. 


RaDIo IN SYRIA 


About 1,000 small crystal sets with ear- 
phones were assembled in Syria during 1951, 
800 of which reportedly were sold in Damas- 
cus and 200 in Aleppo, at S£10 per unit 
(US$1 equaled 3.85 Syrian pounds open-mar- 
ket rate, on November 2, 1951, and averages 
approximately 3.50 Syrian pounds). The sets 
are small and can be used only in Aleppo 
and Damascus, where radio stations exist. 

The 1950 lead held by the British in the 
radio-receiver market was lost in 1951 be- 
cause of the lower prices, superior workman- 
ship, and tone fidelity of the Dutch and 
German sets. The principal suppliers of 


radios to Syria during 1951 ranked as fol- 
lows in total receipts: Holland, 33 percent; 
Germany, 26; United Kingdom, 23. 

Syria imported 12,016 radio receivers, 
valued at S£927,658, in 1950, and trade cir- 
cles estimate that the same level was main- 
tained in 1951, that is, 1,000 units monthly. 
The market is still slow because large stocks 
were accumulated on the assumption that 
a world war would result from the Korean 
fighting. 

United States share of radio-receiver sales 
in 1951 was 13 percent, a drop from 21 per- 
cent in 1950. This decline is attributed to 
higher prices. Additionally, European man- 
ufacturers generally require payments 
against shipping documents, whereas United 
States firms require cash with orders. 

Table radios constitute 83 percent of the 
sets in use. Ninety-seven percent are de- 
signed for short-wave reception and 66 per- 
cent for medium and short-wave; 70 per- 
cent are designed for United States-type 
tubes, and 92 percent were manufactured 
since 1939. 

Statistics in late November indicated 35,- 
000 registered receivers; Government offi- 
cials estimate unregistered sets at 6,500, 
while trade circles place this figure from 
10,000 to 11,500. In an effort to encourage 
registrations, the Government has a bill un- 
der way to exempt fines imposed on owners 
of unregistered radio sets. 


Textiles 


RAYON INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA 


Yarn and staple.—There has been no rayon 
yarn or staple production in Australia, but 
the textile plant being constructed by Court- 
aulds (Australia), Ltd., is scheduled te start 
producing acetate yarn in January 1952. 
This plant will also manufacture tire cord 
from imported yarn. A section of the plant, 
scheduled for completion in 1953, will pro- 
duce rayon yarn. 

Imports of pure and mixed rayon yarn and 
staple fiber during the fiscal year 1950-51 
amounted to 18,700,000 pounds, as compared 
with 9,300,000 pounds in the preceding year. 
As in preceding years, the United Kingdom 
dominated imports, supplying 55 percent, 
and the Netherlands and Italy supplied 17 
and 16 percent, respectively. Because of the 
general decline in the textile industry and 
local credit restrictions brought about by 
the Government’s 1951-52 budget, many 
mills are curtailing production, and conse- 
quently rayon yarn sales have decreased. 

Rayon Piece Goods.—Production of pure 
rayon piece goods in 1950-51 amounted to 
10,600,000 square yards, an increase of 53 
percent over the preceding year. The out- 
put of rayon mixtures was 822,000 square 
yards, an increase of 9 percent. Production 
continued high during the first quarter of 
1951-52 (July-September 1951), but dropped 
off considerably in October and November. 

It is reported that sales have been made 
at reduced prices in order to dispose of a 
large stockpile of. imported rayon fabrics. 
According to one Sydney newspaper, dress 
manufacturers, usually busy at this time of 
year (late 1951), have been idle for the first 
time in the history of their business. 

Import tariff concessions granted rayon 
piece goods were to be withdrawn after De- 
cember 31, 1951, at which time the full rate 
of duty was to apply. With the protection 
from import competition expected to result 
from imposition of the full duty, it is be- 
lieved that local weaving mills will expand 
rapidly enough to meet Australia’s full re- 
quirements of such goods. There are at 
present five active rayon mills, and three new 
ones are planned. It is estimated that the 
annual production rate will reach 22,000,000 
yards by June 31, 1952, and that plant in- 
stallations will be capable of producing 
32,000,000 yards during the year. Present or 
planned expansions should make it possible 
to increase production rapidly to 40,000,000 
yards annually. 
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Expansion of Mexican 
Electric-Power Facilities 


The improvement in electric-power-pro- 
ducing facilities in Mexico continues. The 
Federal Electric Commission announced that 
it would issue on its own initiative 17,100,- 
000 pesos of bonds to finance electrification 
of the States of Sonora, Tamaulipas, and 
Veracruz. On October 31, 1951, it was an- 
nounced that contracts had been awarded 
for construction of a new thermoelectric 
plant at Dos Bocas, near Medellin, Veracruz, 
which will have an eventual capacity of 50,- 
000 kw. from five generators. Matamoros and 
Reynosa report power consumption at a 
record peak, about 60 percent above 1950 
levels. Elsewhere, at Chihuahua and Tor- 
reon, a power shortage was recorded in Octo- 
ber, although efforts were being made to 
alleviate the situation. 

Five 1,000-kw. Diesel generators and a 10,- 
000-kw. turbogenerator on loan from the 
U. S. Navy arrived at Chihuahua in October 
1951, and installation of the units was pro- 
ceeding rapidly. As in 1950, the low level of 
Lake Chapala threatened Guadalajara with a 
power shortage later in the dry season. 


New Caledonia and Australia 
Open Radiotelephone Service 


The establishment of regular radiotele- 
phone service between New Caledonia and 
Australia, as well as plans for the early link- 
age by radiotelephone of New Caledonia and 
Wallis Island, a French Protectorate approxi- 
mately 1,130 miles from Noumea, has been 
announced by the U. S. Consulate in Noumea. 

Radiotelephone communication between 
New Caledonia and Australia was made avail- 
able to the public in November 1951, through 
the facilities of the Postal, Telephone, and 
Telegraph Service of the Colony. Calls may 
be made daily from 9:30 a. m. to 10:30 p. m., 
except on Sundays and holidays. For tech- 
nical reasons, all conversations in New Cale- 
donia must be held in a telephone booth of 
the main office of the P. T. T. in Noumea. 

Charges made for Noumea-to-Sydney calls 
are: Preliminary call by telephone office, 48 
CFP francs ($0.75, U. S. currency); first 3 
minutes, 483 CFP francs ($7.59); and each 
subsequent minute or fraction thereof, 161 
CFP francs ($2.53). 


World Telephone Statistics 


The annual statistical publication of the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Co. en- 
titled “Telephone Statistics of the World” 
which has just been released, indicates that 
74,800,000 telephones were in_ service 
throughout the world on January 1, 1951. 
This is an increase of 4,500,000 telephones, 
or 6.4 percent over the preceding year’s total. 

The report further states that only 10 
countries were served by more than 1,000,000 
telephones. They were: United States, 
United Kingdom, Canada, Germany, France, 
Japan, Sweden, U. S. S. R., Italy, and Aus- 
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tralia. 
more than 15 telephones for each 100 of their 


Among large countries, six reported 


populations; namely, United States 
Sweden (23.9), Canada (20.8), 
(19.1), New Zealand (19.1), 
(16.9). 

More than one-half the world’s telephones 
are in the United States, where the entire 
industry is operated under private owner- 
ship. Although some 82 percent of this 
country’s 43,000,000 telephones were operated 
by the Bell System, comprising the Ameri- 
can Telephone and Telegraph Co. and its 
2Q principal telephone subsidiaries, more 
than 5,500 other privately-owned telephone 
companies were operating within the United 
States at the beginning of 1951. 

The telephone user in the United States 
may be connected with most of the world’s 
telephones by land-lines, submarine cables, 


(28.1), 
Switzerland 
and Denmark 
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or radiotelephone facilities. Because of re- 
strictions in certain areas resulting from 
war conditions, it is difficult to estimate ac- 
curately the number of telephones which 
may be connected at present. However, phy- 
sical facilities exist for the potential con- 
nection of telephone users in the United 
States with about 96 percent of the world’s 
telephones. 

Only those telephones which are avail- 
able to the general public are included in 
this compilation. Private intercommuni- 
cating sets and private iine telephones used 
excusively by railroads and other agencies, 
which do not have connection with a com- 
mercial system are excluded. Statistics are 
presented insofar as possible as of January 
1, 1951. Where current official data could 
not be obtained, estimates have been based 
on the latest data available. 


Telephones in Continental Areas, on January 1, 1951" 


Per- Per 


cent of 100 


Continental area Number 


Per- Per Per 


cent of cent of cent of 


Number total Number total Number total 
total popu- 

world lation tele- tele- tele- 

. . phones phones phones 
North America 45, 933, 800 61.4 27.5 | 45, 554, 400 99.2 | 31, 923, 300 69.5 45, 916, 800 100.0 
Middle America 555, 000 0.7 1.1 511, 100 92.1 385, 600 69.5 549, 000 Os. 9 
South America 1, 815, 000 2.4 1.6 903, 900 49.8 1, 355, 900 74.7 1, 491, 300 43, 2 
Europe 21, 390, 000 28. 5 3.5 3, 149, 900 14.8 | 14,772, 600 69.4 | 19, 422, 400 9}.2 
Africa 895, 200 1.2 0 15, 100 1.7 579, 400 (4.7 753, 400 84.2 
Asia 2, 655, 000 3. 6 0.2 197, 700 7.4 1, 152, 000 413.4 1, 435, 200 1 
Oceania 1, 646, 000 2.2 11.9 LOY, 600 6.7 1, 040, 800 63. 2 1, 631, 900 99.1 
W orld 74, 800, 000 100.0 3.1 50. 441, 700 67.4 51, 209, 600 68.5 71, 400, 000 95. 5 
United States 43, 003, 832 57.5 28. 1 43, 003, 832 100.0 30,170, 000 70.2 42, 994, 883 100.0 

Partly estimated; data reported as of other dates have been adjusted to January 1, 1951 


Less than 0.04 percent do not connect. 
Less than 0.03 percent do not connect. 


Electric Power Restrictions 
Enforced in Western Germany 


Restrictions have been imposed _ since 
October 1951 upon all electric-power con- 
sumers in the Federal Republic of Germany 
who use more than 1,000 kw.-hr. per month. 
Advertising and shop-window lighting also 
has been curtailed. The amount of elec- 
tricity supplied to industrial firms having a 
weekly consumption of more than 2,000 kw.- 
hr. has been reduced to 90 percent of con- 
sumption in the corresponding month in 
1950. Coal mining, and other important 
operations, such as hospitals, water supply, 
occupation forces, have been exempted from 
this restriction. The effect of these power 
restrictions in October was reflected in the 
consumption figure, which was only 13.5 per- 
cent above that for the comparable month of 
1950. The usual increase has been running 
consistently over 18 percent. 


Shipping in Dar es Salaam 


The largest oil tanker ever to enter the 
port of Dar es Salaam, Tanganyika, in East 
Africa, the Linde (Norwegian) recently ar- 
rived in the port with 4,000 tons of oil for 
the California Texas Oil Co., Inc. This is 


the vessel’s third voyage since completing 
its trials in August 1951. The vessel weichs 
15,680 tons and has a cruising speed of 13 
to 14 knots. Its first voyage was from Aruba, 
N. W. I., in the Carribean Sea, to Antwerp, 
Belgium, after which it took a cargo of oil 
from Houston, Tex., to London, England. On 
this voyage it sailed from London via Port 
Said, Egypt, Bahrein, and Mombasa, Kenya. 


The new British-India tug, Arusha, and 
three Thames barges arrived in Dar es 
Salaam on December 7, 1951. This tug is 


designed to tow cargo from the smaller ports 
along the East African coast to Dar es 
Salaam, Tanga, Mombasa, and Zanzibar for 
loading into ocean-going vessels. The 
Arusha weighs 110 tons, and when towing 
the three barges has a speed of 10 knots an 
hour. 


Solving Dutch-Belgian Radar 
Problems on Scheldt River 


A meeting of Dutch and Belgian radar 
specialists was recently held in Brussels, in 
order to examine several aspects of the prob- 
lem of navigational security on the Scheldt 
River. A Belgo-Dutch Syndicate for Re- 
search of the Installation of Radar Equip- 
ment for the Navigation of the Scheldt River 
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was founded in order to unite the facilities 
for scientific research work, the knowledge 
and the experience of the two countries in 
this field. 

The average number of foggy days in Ant- 
werp amounts to 13 a year, according to sta- 
tistics of the Pilotage. At the rate of 30 to 
35 vessels a day this means that some 390 
to 450 ships suffer delays each year on their 
voyages to Antwerp and about the same num- 
per on the outbound journey. It is esti- 
mated that in order to control effectively the 
navigation on the Scheldt from the sea to 
Antwerp, eight radar posts should be erected 
along the river banks, spaced about 10 kilo- 
meters apart. It is believed that this ma- 
terial might cost 96,000,000 Belgian francs 
and, taking into consideration buildings and 
installation costs, the total expenditure 
would amount to approximately 150,000,000 
Belgian francs. (1 Belgian franc=approxi- 
mately US$0.02.) 

For experimental purposes only, the S. A. 
Internationale de Telegraphie Sans Fil, of 
Antwerp and Brussels, has erected a radar 
station on the right bank of the Scheldt, 
about 1,000 meters downstream from the 
Kruisschans lock (the main lock into the 
inner harbor). The useful range of this ap- 
paratus is theoretically 40 miles, but the 
most efficient working setting is for a l- to 
3-mile radius. When the set is dialed on the 
¥-mile range objects down to a distance of 
30 to 40 meters can be seen. 

Experiments have, so far, failed to con- 
vince local authorities dealing with maritime 
matters of the advantages of shore radar 
stations to navigation on the Scheldt, par- 
ticularly since, owing to the tortuousness of 
the river, the effective range of the individual 
stations would be so limited. 


New Thermal Power Plant 
Inaugurated in Belgium 


Belgium’s new 100,000 kw. thermal electric 
power plant at Awirs, in the Province of 
Liége, was Officially put into operation on 
November 24, 1951. The plant, which has 
been under construction since 1949, will use 
lower grades of bituminous coal. Its present 
consumption averages 1,000 tons daily. 

The capacity of the plant eventually will 
be raised to 300,000 kw. 

Funds for the plant were subscribed by 
various industries located in or around the 
city of Liége. Each of the industries which 
subscribed to the capital may reserve for its 
own consumption, at reduced rates, a share 
of the energy output proportional to its 
power requirements. 

This new power plant is affiliated with the 
“Union des Centrales Electriques de Liege, 
Namur, Luxembcurg,’”” known as U. C. E. 
LINALUX and is interconnected with the var- 
ious electric power plants which comprise 
this Union. The plant will be operated prin- 
cipally for industrial purposes, and will per- 
mit the establishment of new industries or 
the extension and modernization of those 
industries already established. 


Test of Electric Traction 
System of British Railways 


British Railways has decided to carry out 
a trial of the single-phase 50-cycle a. c. 
system of electric traction. The trial is 
to take place on the Lancaster-Morecambe- 
Heysham line, originally electrified experi- 
mentally in 1908 at 6,600 volts, 25 cycles, the 
equipment of which is now life-expired. It is 
stated that various methods and equipment 
will be tried out, and the overhead line volt- 
age will be varied, up to and including 20,000 
Volts. 

This traction system, in which current is 
fed directly to the trains at high voltage 
and at the standard national frequency, was 
recommended by a recent report of the Brit- 
ish Transport Commission on electrification 
for secondary lines, the recommended sys- 
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tem for lines carrying heavier traffic being 
1,500 volts d. c. overhead. The system in- 
troduces special problems, but advantages 
include a lighter overhead system, fewer and 
simpler substations, and the absence of 
power cables alongside the track. 

The Railway Executive believes that, be- 
cause of recent technical advances, the sys- 
tem may now have a wider field of economic 
application. The experiment will provide 
experience of the suitability of standard fre- 
quency a. c. electrification for conditions in 
Britain. 


Highway Progress in Honduras 


The western highway project from San 
Pedro Sula to Santa Rosa de Copan was 
nearing completion in December 1951; the 
western terminus of the road was only 32 
kilometers from Santa Rosa de Copan. This 
important highway, which will open up fer- 
tile coffee and tobacco growing regions, is 
expected to be ready for traffic early in 1952. 
Paving the south coast highway running 
from Tegucigalpa to San Lorenzo on the Gulf 
of Fonseca, a distance of 81 miles, was under 
consideration. The national Government 
was expected to obtain a loan of $10,000,000 
from the Central Bank for highway work. 


Third Television Station 
Inaugurated in Cuba 


Cuba’s third television station went on 
the air experimentally in Camaguey in De- 
cember. This 500-watt station, which is 
owned by the CMQ network, will operate on 
channel 6, the same chanel CMQ-TV uses 
in Habana. It will not be connected to the 
Habana station at present but will transmit 
local programs, as well as programs recorded 
on film in the studios of the parent station 
in Habana. 

The third station in the CMQ-TV chain is 
expected to go on the air in Santa Clara in 
about a month, transmitting on channel 5. 
Other stations in the proposed CMQ net- 
work, their channel designations in paren- 
thesis, are as follows: Matanzas (9), Holguin 
(4), Santiago (2). Eventually all the sta- 
tions in the CMQ network will be connected 
together by a microwave relay system. 


German Federal Ministry of 
Transport-Plans Repairs on 


Kiel Canal 


It is reported that 4,150,000 deutsche- 
marks of the 1951-52 budget of the Federal 
Ministry of Transport will be used to re- 
habilitate bridges and locks on Germany’s 
Kiel Canal. An estimated 14,100,000 
deutschemarks would be required to com- 
plete all the desired repairs (1 deutsche- 
mark = $0.238) . 


Reduction in Air Postage on 
Printed Matter from 
India to U. S. 


The cheaper air mail service for second 
class mail, comprised of printed papers, news- 
papers, business papers, sample packets, 
mixed packets, and literature for the blind, 
which was originally introduced by the 
Indian Government in April 1950 to only a 
few foreign countries, has now been extended 
to all foreign countries served by air mail, 
effective from December 1, 1951. 


Hamburg Gasworks Plans 


Large Expansion Program 


The Hamburg (Germany) Gasworks is 
planning to increase its present annual ca- 
pacity, including reserves, from about 300,- 
000,000 cubic meters to 450,000,000 cubic 


meters, in order to meet the growing indus- 
trial demand for gas. The project will be 
carried on in two phases, the first to be 
completed in the fall of 1952 and the second 
sometime during 1953; each phase adding 
facilities for handling 750 tons of coal per 
day, so that the total capacity of the Gas- 
works will be about 2,500 tons of coal per day 
by the end of 1953. It is estimated that the 
entire program will cost about 35,000,000 
deutschemarks, of which 10,000,000 deutsche- 
marks will be provided by the Gasworks and 
the remainder through bearer bonds. 


Extension of New Brunswick 


Power Plant Officially Opened 


The first unit of the extension to the 
steam power plant at Grand Lake, New 
Brunswick, Canada, was officially opened on 
December 13, 1951. It is stated this unit is 
capable of adding 16,800 horsepower to the 
present system. 


New Zealand Increases Parcel 
Post Rates to United Kingdom 


New Zealand’s Fostmaster General has an- 
nounced that an increase in postage rates 
for parcels to the Uniteci Kingdom became 
effective on January 1, 1952. The Postmaster 
General explained that sea transport and 
handling costs in the United Kingdom have 
risen to such an extent that costs exceed the 
postage collected in New Zealand; it was 
therefore necessary to increase the rates to 


meet this loss, plus internal costs in New 
Zealand. 


Airports Proposed for Sonora 
Consular District, Mexico 


It has been announced by the Secretaria 
de Comunicaciones y Obras Publicas, of 
Mexico, that the State Government of Sonora 
is interested in construction of two airports 
in this consular district. The first and larger 
of the two is the already reported enlarge- 
ment of facilities planned for Hermosillo. 
The second is planned for Nogales, Sonora, 
Mexico. Enlargement of the Hermosillo air- 
port will cost nearly 6,500,000 pesos and will 
accommodate the largest planes used at 
present on international flights. 


Madagascar Improves Highways 


The Government of Madagasgar has made 
progress on a long overdue and much needed 
improvement program on the road system 
around Tananarive. The 48-kilometer road 
connecting this city with the international 
airport at Arivonimamo, the island’s most 
used highway, has been straightened and 
widened in places, and resurfaced with gravel. 
It is now usable in all weather without much 
difficulty, although it would still not be con- 
sidered good by the highest standards. Im- 
provements are nearing completion on the 
Tananarive-Ambatolampy section of the 
highway to Fort Dauphin, with new gravel 
and asphalt surfacing now extended for 
about 55 kilometers south of Tananarive. 


Important New Highway Link 
Completed in Paraguay 


Announcement has recently been made of 
the completion of Route No. IV, thus adding 
an important link to Paraguay’s national 
road network. Route No. IV, now finished 
in its entirety, runs from the important river 
port and growing industrial city of Pilar to 
the interior city of San Ignacio, where it joins 
with Route I, the Asuncion-Encarnacion 
highway. 

The highway work just completed consisted 
of 140 kilometers of clay surface, and it is 
transitable by trucks and other vehicles in 
dry weather. 
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Paris Office Equipment 
Exhibition International 


The second Salon de l’Equipment de Bu- 
reau, held in Paris, France, October 6-17, 
1951, at the Parc des Expositions, had an 
attendance of 60,000 visitors, of whom ap- 
proximately 8,000 were from abroad. Mer- 
chandise displayed emphasized latest devel- 
opments in a wide range of office equipment 
and accessories, including typewriters, calcu- 
lating machines, cash registers, duplicators, 
addressing machines, and voice-recording 
machines. In all, 210 firms, of which 55 
were foreign, participated in the Salon. Of- 
fice equipment of 19 United States companies 
was displayed by local agencies in France. 
Also shown were the products of two United 
States subsidiaries in France, and of one 
French firm operating under a United States 
licensing arrangement. Other foreign coun- 
tries participating were Germany, with 18 
exhibitors; Switzerland, with 5; Great Brit- 
ain, 4; Italy, 4; Sweden, 2; and Czechoslo- 
vakia, Norway, and the Low-Countries, each 
with 1 exhibitor. 

The Salon de l’Equipment de Bureau, an 
annual show, was organized under the aus- 
pices of the Federation des Industries et du 
Commerce de Bureau, by the Societe Civile 
du Salon des Industries et du Commerce de 
Bureau. Plans for the 1952 Exhibition are 
not yet available. 

Further information may be obtained from 
the Federation des Industries et du Com- 
merce de Bureau, 36 Avenue Hoche, Paris 
8em, France, or through the Office of the 
Commercial Counselor, French Embassy, 2129 
Wyoming Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 


1952 Dates Set for 
Cologne Trade Fair 


The 1952 International Cologne Fairs, Co- 
logne, Germany, are scheduled for the spring, 
March 2 to 11, and for the fall, September 
7 to 16. 

The two sections of the 1951 fall exhibi- 
tion, known as the Textile Goods and Cloth- 
ing Fair and the Household Goods and Iron 
Ware Fair, were held from September 9 to 11 
and from September 16 to 18, respectively. 
The total attendance was estimated at 57,000 
from Western Germany and many foreign 
countries. Collective exhibits were arranged 
by Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, and 
France. Typical products of these countries 
in the textiles, clothing, foodstuffs, and other 
consumer-goods lines were on display. The 
total number of foreign exhibitors exceeded 
700, an increase over the last Cologne fall 
fair of approximately 260. 

More than 1,300 German and foreign firms 
displayed their products in the Textile Goods 
and Clothing Fair. Dutch and Belgian firms 
were the most numerous of the foreign group. 
Some 650 firms, two thirds of which were 
producers and the other third wholesalers, 
represented the West German textile goods 
and clothing industries. Of the more than 
900 exhibitors who participated in the House- 
hold Goods and Iron Ware Fair, nearly 800 
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firms were German, and the remainder rep- 
resented foreign concerns. Of the German 
firms, more than 650 were producers, over 60 
were wholesalers, 40 producers and whole- 
salers, and nearly 50 were agents. 

Further information on the semiannual 
Cologne Fair may be obtained either directly 
from the Messe- und Ausstellungs Gesell- 
shaft, m. b. H., Messeplatz, Cologne, Ger- 
many, or through the German-American 
Trade Promotion Office, Empire State Build- 
ing, Suite 6921, 350 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. 


International Technical 


Exhibition Held in Turin 


The 1951 “Salone Internazionale della Tec- 
nica’”’ was held in Turin, Italy, from Septem- 
ber 22 to October 7, 1951. This exhibition, 
which covered over 215,000 square feet of 
space, was made up of the engineering, agri- 
cultural engineering, plastics, and motion 
picture technique sections. In all, over 1,100 
exhibitors from 11 countries had displays in 
this event. Of this number, 851 represented 
Italian firms and the remainder represented 
firms from Germany, the United States, the 
United Kingdom, the Netherlands, France, 
Switzerland, Austria, Belgium, Sweden, and 
Japan. Some 215,000 persons attended this 
event and it is reported that an estimated 
$3,200,000 worth of business was transacted. 

The engineering section was subdivided 
into metallurgy, general mechanics, tools 
and machine tools, electro-technique, and 
television. Several completely new types of 
products in the electronics field were shown. 

Exhibits ranged from giant machines to 
small precision equipment for controlling 
and testing microscopic units. Much space 
was devoted to foundry equipment, and pro- 
duction techniques, such as those for in- 
creasing quantity and improving quality of 
products while conserving manpower and 
maintaining healthy working conditions. Of 
particular interest were the new patented 
“Homelec” type monorail conveyor; and var- 
ious types of elevators (electric, hydraulic, 
stationary, and self-propelling) especially 
made for heavy duty work; a type of self- 
propelled materials-handling elevator-fork 
truck, with a lifting height of 2 to 5 meters 
and with varying load capacities. Machine- 
tool manufacturers and agents were repre- 
sented with exhibits of modern turret lathes, 
horizontal lathes, gear-cutting machines, 
milling machines, and tool grinders. 

Agricultural machines of all types were dis- 
played in the agricultural engineering sec- 
tion. Included were excavators, equalizers, 
tractors, sewing machines, mowing machines, 
ploughs, irrigation equipment, and various 
other agricultural machinery and imple- 
ments. This sector covered an area of over 
53,800 sq. ft. 

The elaborate and extensive displays of the 
plastics industry, representing 142 firms, in 
8 countries, clearly revealed the progress that 
is being made in plastic materials. 

The motion picture technique section was 
organized in collaboration with the Venice 


















International Exhibition of Arts. Producers 
from the following countries participated: 
the United States, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Spain, Switzerland, and Italy. 

Further information may be obtained 
either directly from Mr. Giancarlo Camarana, 
Salone Internazionale Della Tecnica, Turin, 
Italy, or from the Office of the Commercial 
Counselor, Italian Embassy, 1601 Fuller St. 
NW., Washington, D. C. 


Dates Set for 1952 British 
Agricultural Machinery Show 


The 1952 Smithfield Show and Agricul- 
tural Machinery Exhibition, London, Eng- 
land, has been scheduled for December 8 to 
12. The last exhibition, the third since the 
end of the war, was held at Earls Court, 
London, December 3 to 7, 1951. The organ- 
izers were the Smithfield Club, the Agricul- 
tural Engineers’ Association, and the Society 
of Motor Manufacturers and Traders Ltd. 

Livestock exhibits totaled 1,300 and farm 
machinery, implement and equipment dis- 
plays about 6,600. The total number of in- 
dividual exhibits was larger than in 1950. 
Some 20 foreign exhibits (United States and 
Continental) were included among the ma- 
chinery and equipment manutracturing 
displays. 

Attendance exceeded 66,000, including 500 
from overseas, as compared with less than 
50,000 in 1950. In 1938, there were more 
than 24,000 visitors, and in 1949 nearly 43,000, 
showing a steadily increasing interest. 

Further information may be obtained 
either directly from the Smithfield Show 
Joint Committee, 148 Piccadilly, London, 
England; or through the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders, 921 Seventeenth 
Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


Commercial Aspects of 
Fair Held in Panama 


The Col6én Fair held in Colon, Panama, 
from May 19 to June 2, 1951, under the aus- 
pices of the Comité Coldén Prospera, included 
commercial as well as educational and cul- 
tural displays according to a report recently 
received from the U. S. Consulate in that city. 

An estimated 125,000 persons attended this 
event. Some 200 exhibitors displayed foreign 
and domestic commodities, including auto- 
mobiles, refrigerators, radios, dairy products 
and other foodstuffs, and beverages. Britain, 
the United States, Italy, Spain, China, India, 
and Greece were represented. 

Few exhibitors were prepared to sell a large 
quantity of merchandise during the Fair; 
therefore, little selling resulted. Consumer 
reaction did indicate a heavy demand for in- 
expensive toys. The Fair was especially 
significant as a medium for institutional ad- 
vertising, and it is reported that the United 
States was particularly well represented in 
this respect. Political unrest at the time of 
the Fair had a certain dampening affect on 
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Kxport-Control Developments 


Office of International Trade, U. 5. Department of Commerce 


{Note: Excerpts from recent announcements 
in CEB (Current Export Bulletin) and from 
press releases of OIT (Office of International 
Trade) appear below. The announcements, 
containing more detailed information, may be 
obtained from the OIT, U. S. Department of 
Commerce. Any such requests should refer to 
the date and the number of the OIT Press Re 
lease (free) or of the CEB (for which there 
is a charge of 10 cents each) shown at the end 


of each item. ] 


STEEL MILL PRODUCTS BROUGHT UNDER 
CMP 


Exporters who held export licenses for 
certain types of steel mill products which 
formerly were “Class B’’ products but which 
were classified as CMP materials beginning 
January 1, 1952, were authorized to apply 
CMP allotment symbols and numbers from 
January 1 through January 15, 1952, to pro- 
cure those materials for first-quarter 
delivery. 

The steel mill products brought under CMP 
include specified types of galvanized steel 
sheets, die blocks, nails, woven wire netting, 
welded wire mesh, wire rope, and wire 
strand. The National Production Authority 
notified steel manufacturers by CMP Letter 
296 of December 5, 1951, that these products 
would be reclassified beginning with the first 
quarter of 1952. 

The blanket authority which was granted 
by OIT on December 28, 1951, was intended 
to facilitate the change-over to the CMP al- 
lotment procurement procedure by permit- 
ting license holders to apply CMP allotment 
symbols and numbers without returning 
their licenses to OIT and requesting au- 
thorization on an individual basis. How- 
ever, licensees are required to report to OIT 
(on the standard amendment form, IT—763) 
the extent to which they have used«this 
authority. Such reports must be filed on or 
before January 31, 1952. 

The CMP allotment symbol W4-1Q52 
should be used to procure delivery of ma- 
terials licensed for shipment to Economic 
Cooperation Administration countries, and 
the symbol W2-1Q52 for materials licensed 
for export to other countries. 

The blanket authority to apply these sym- 
bols in procuring the reclassified materials 
was effective only through January 15. Li- 
censees who were unable to place orders un- 
der this authority by that date may request 
amendment of their licenses (on the stand- 
ard amendment form, IT—763) at any time 
up to and including January 31, 1952, for 
consideration against first- or second-quarter 
export quotas for CMP materials. Exporters 
who do not have licenses to export the re- 
classified materials may file applications 
until the same date. Both amendment re- 
quests and new applications must specify 
the calendar quarter for which the right to 
apply allotment symbols and numbers is 
requested. 

Wire strand, which previously required a 
validated export license for shipment only 
to countries outside the Western Hemisphere, 
now requires such authorization for ship- 
ment to all countries except Canada. (CEB 
652; OIT-904, Dec. 28, 1951.) 


CARBON BLACK AND COKE EXPORT 
QvuoOTAS ESTABLISHED 


First-quarter export quotas for furnace 
carbon black and metallurgical and foundry 
coke were announced on January 2. 

The first-quarter quota for furnace carbon 
black is 32,500,000 pounds. The same amount 
was made available for export in each of the 
third and fourth quarters of 1951. 

Special licensing ceilings, which have been 
placed on exports of semireinforcing furnace 
(SRF) and thermal blacks for two quarters 
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in order to protect domestic supplies, have 
again been established for these blacks in 
the first quarter. However, continued easing 
of supplies has permitted higher ceilings to 
be set for the first quarter than in either of 
the preceding two quarters. 

In licensing against the 32,500,000-pound 
first-quarter furnace carbon-black quota, 
OIT may authorize up to 10,500,000 pounds 
of SRF and 6,000,000 pounds of thermal 
black for export. These quantities compare 
with ceilings of 9,500,000 pounds in the 
fourth quarter and 6,000,000 pounds in the 
third quarter for SRF, and 5,500,000 pounds 
in the fourth quarter and 4,000,000 pounds 
in the third quarter for thermal black. 

OIT will continue to license contact black 
to meet essential requirements of friendly 
foreign countries without specific quantita- 
tive limitation in the first quarter. 


METALLURGICAL AND FOUNDRY COKE 


An export quota of 15,000 short tons of 
metallurgical and foundry coke has been 
established for the first quarter of 1952. The 
same quantity was made available for export 
in each quarter of 1951. 

Metallurgical and foundry coke is used for 
the production of pig iron and foundry prod- 
ucts. Petroleum coke is not included in 
the 15,000-ton quota, but validated export 
licenses are required for shipment to all 
countries except Canada. 

As in previous quarters, it may be possible 
to license metallurgical and foundry coke in 
addition to the quota if it is produced in 
excess of domestic requirements in the first 
quarter. Such excess coke would be made 
available for export by OIT through col- 
laboration with the Solid Fuels Administra- 
tion and the National Production Authority. 
(OIT 905, Jan. 2, 1952.) 


ADVANCE LICENSING OF CMP CARBON STEEL 
EXPoRTS 


Advance export licensing of CMP carbon 
steel to meet defense and direct defense- 
supporting requirements of friendly nations 
from second-quarter U.S. production has been 
completed, OIT announced on January 2. 

License applications covering those end- 
uses were approved under the advance li- 
censing authority delegated to OIT by the 


Defense Production Administration, pending - 


establishment of the export quota by DPA. 

When the total quota is established, OIT 
will license additional tonnages for urgent 
and essential end-uses related to the main- 
tenance of basic civilian activities and public 
services of friendly countries. Pending 
license applications for such end-uses, sub- 
mitted during the recent second-quarter 
filing period, cover more than 1,000,000 tons 
of steel. OIT pointed out that the final 
second-quarter quota undoubtedly will per- 
mit approval of only a very small percentage 
of these pending cases. 

In addition to these pending applications 
and the ones approved under advance licens- 
ing authority, OIT has received and returned 
without action several thousand second- 
quarter applications covering over 325,000 
tons of steel for end-uses which did not 
clearly meet the criteria for defense, direct 
defense-supporting, or basic civilian require- 
ments. 

These licensing policies and procedures 
were followed by OIT after discussions with 
its Steel Export Advisory Committee, which 
met November 15, 1951. (OIT-906, Jan. 2, 
1952.) 


COTTON LINTERS AND PULP EXPORTS 


A total of 263,129 bales of cotton linters 
and pulp (bleached linters) were licensed for 
export between August 1, 1951, the beginning 
of the new crop year, and December 29, 1951. 


Of this amount, 54,213 bales were licensed 
after November 30, 1951, when licensing fig- 
ures were last reported. Approximately 96 
percent of the 54,213 bales was licensed for 
shipment to five countries: England, 15,136 
bales; Germany, 12,975 bales; Japan, 10,884 
bales; The Netherlands, 7,828 bales; and 
Italy, 5,040 bales. 

The regular semimonthly report was not 
released in the middle of December because 
licensing of linters for most countries had 
been slowed down temporarily until the sup- 
ply situation could be reevaluated in light of 
the reduced cotton crop estimates in Novem- 
ber and December. Although production of 
linters will be less than was previously esti- 
mated, it is believed that domestic require- 
ments also will be lower and that supplies 
will still permit reasonable quantities of 
linters and pulp to be licensed to friendly 
countries. 

On October 22, 1951, OIT pointed out that 
it might be necessary temporarily to restrict 
licenses for exports to particular destinations 
if applications to those destinations reached 
totals larger than should be expected. The 
quantities already licensed for export to 
Australia, Belgium, England, Italy, The 
Netherlands, Sweden, and Switzerland ap- 
pear to have reached this point. Therefore 
the issuance of licenses for these countries 
is being suspended for the present. The 
linter situation is under constant review, and 
should the supply situation later appear to 
warrant further approvals for these coun- 
tries, an announcement will be made. In 
the meantime, applications for licenses for 
these countries will be held in OIT. (OIT- 
907, Jan. 3, 1952.) 


EXPORT PRIVILEGES DENIED 


A. Givatowsky and his import firm Etab- 
lissements du Grei in Brussels, Belgium, 
together with his associated company, Girol- 
Trust, in Vaduz, Liechtenstein, have been 
denied the privilege of participating in any 
way in United States export trade until De- 
cember 31, 1952, for concealing their inten- 
tion to reexport a United States tractor and 
bulldozer from Belgium to Czechoslovakia. 

Givatowsky and his firms violated export 
control regulations by falsely stating to OIT 
through the New York exporter from whom 
they ordered the tractor and bulldozer that. 
shipment was to be made to Antwerp, Bel- 
gium, as the ultimate destination, though 
they intended from the outset to transship 
them to Czechoslovakia. 

The deception was uncovered by OIT’s In- 
vestigation Staff when the New York exporter 
applied for a license to export the equipment 
to Antwerp. The application was denied, 
and shipment was not permitted. 

Givatowsky and his firms were charged 
with the violation on June 29, 1951, and 
temporarily suspended from participation in 
any validated license shipments from the 
United States pending administrative pro- 
ceedings. The complete denial on January 5, 
1952, of export privileges until the end of the 
year supplants the previous suspension. 

Givatowsky and his firms did not request 
an oral hearing. (OIT 908, Jan. 5, 1952.) 


CoAL Export LICENSES EXTENDED DURING 
STRIKE 


The validity period of certain export li- 
censes covering coal shipments through Nor- 
folk and Portsmouth, Virginia, were extended 
to 12:01 a. m., January 11, 1952, because of 
the tugboat strike at those ports. 

In acting to assure that licensed coal ex- 
ports would be able to move as soon as the 
strike was ended, OIT was carrying out its 
announced policy of promoting oversea ship- 
ments of coal, particularly to Western Eu- 
rope, where U. S. coal is urgently needed. 

The extension applied to all licenses which. 
were issued in December 1951, and which 
were valid through January 5, 1952, for ex- 
ports of coal (Schedule B Nos. 500100 and 
500200) assigned to vessels which were in 
port and ready to load at the piers of the 
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Norfolk & Western Railway Co. and The Vir- 
ginian Railway Co. in Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth prior to January 5. 

Exports of other commodities were not 
affected by this extension. (OIT-—909, Jan. 
5, 1952.) 


New DDT Export PROGRAM 


A 25,000,000-pound DDT export licensing 
program for the first 6 months of the “insec- 
ticide year,’ October 1, 1951, through Sep- 
tember 30, 1952, was announced on January 8. 

Previously, 20,000,000 pounds of DDT were 
programed for export licensing in the full 
year. The January 8 increase was made pos- 
sible by the successful efforts of DDT pro- 
ducers to maintain high production during 
the fourth quarter of 1951 and the outlook 
for continued high production during 1952. 

The National Production Authority has 
concurred in this new export program, which 
is designed to help carry out urgent defense, 
agricultural, and health requirements for 
DDT abroad. 

In the first quarter of the current insec- 
ticide year (fourth quarter, 1951), 10,300,000 
pounds of DDT were licensed for these pur- 
poses. The balance of the new program, 
14,700,000 pounds, will be licensed in Janu- 
ary and February, 1952, so that exports can 
move before domestic demand for DDT 
reaches its customary peak. These quanti- 
ties, together with 10,574,000 pounds of DDT 
licensed in the third quarter of 1951, will 
bring the quantity of DDT authorized for 
oversea shipment in the 9-month period be- 
ginning July 1, 1951, to a total of 35,574,000 
pounds. 

To assure early movement of DDT exports, 
the expiration date for all licenses issued 
after January 8 will be set at March 15, 1952. 

Under the new program, licenses will be 
issued against country “target figures.” The 
licensing targets take into consideration in- 
formation on DDT requirements in the im- 
porting countries which OIT and the Mutual 
Security Agency have obtained from both 
trade and governmental sources. 

License applications will be considered for 
approval against the target figures through 
February 1, 1952. After that date, applica- 
tions will be considered, in order of receipt, 
for approval against the total unlicensed 
balance, without respect to individual coun- 
try target figures until the full 25,000,000 
pounds have been licensed, or until March 1, 
whichever occurs earlier. Any applications 
received before February 1 which cannot be 
acted upon within the country targets will 
be held in OIT for further consideration after 
that date. (OIT-910, Jan. 8, 1952.) 
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83. India—Major T. Murari, representing 
Thunga and Co., P. O. Box 458, Madras, is 
interested in exporting lea, coffee, essential 
oils, pepper, coir rope, mica, rosewood, kaolin, 
cashew nuts, manganese ore, and Other In- 
dian products; and possible investment in 
the Madras area. He is also interested in 
obtaining agencies for United States agri- 
cultural machinery, pumps, and dairy equip- 
ment. He is now in the United States until 
the middle of February. U. S. address after 
January 28: c/o Davies Turner Co., 8 Bridge 
Street, New York, N. Y. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 

84. Italy—Dott. Ing. Vincenzo Zampi- 
chelli, representing “San Giorgio’’—Societa 
Industriale per Azioni (manufacturer, im- 
porter, exporter), 21 Via Corsica, Genoa, 
is interested in exporting optical goods, 
ophthalmologic instruments, double cylinder 
circular knitting machines, and portable air 
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cash by VBEC. The Corporation plans to 
use the Agua Blanca property as a rice farm, 
the same use to which it was applied by 
VBEC. This terminates the financial co- 
operation between the Government and 
VBEC in agricultural production ventures. 


FINANCE 

Sales of dollar foreign exchange by the 
Central Bank in October amounted to 
$51,319,682, and exceeded purchases by 
$8,747,372. Sales of dollar foreign exchange 
for the first 10 months of the calendar year 
1951 were $511,327,899, and exceeded pur- 
chases by $18,735,664. However, it is esti- 
mated that purchases of dollar foreign ex- 
change in November exceeded sales by ap- 
proximately $11,000,000. The balance of gold 
and of foreign exchange holdings of the Cen- 
tral Bank was equivalent to $339,047,412 on 
October 31. Government expenditures in 
October amounted to 188,728,693 bolivars, and 
were 45,924,598 bolivars greater than reve- 
nues, which reduced reserve funds in the 
Treasury to 98,884,080 bolivars as of October 
31. Government expenditures of 830,759,801 
bolivars for the first 4 months of the current 
fiscal year (July 1-—October 31, 1951) were 
216,128,437 bolivars greater than revenues. 
As a result of additional appropriations de- 
creed to the Government budget since July 1, 
the approved budget of 1,951,000,000 bolivars 
for the current fiscal year rose to 2,097,475,- 
264 bolivars by December 31. 

The Minister of Finance announced that 
studies of several plans submitted for the 
establishment of a mortgage bank had been 
completed, and that opening of the institu- 
tion may be anticipated during the first half 
of 1952.—U. S. Empassy, JAN. 2, 1952. 





compressor sets. He is also interested in 
appointing representatives and studying 
sub-contract possibilities. He is now in the 
United States until the middle of February. 
U. S. address: c/o G. Soria, 250 West 57th 
Street, New York 19, N. Y. Itinerary: De- 
troit, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, and 
New York. 

85. Lebanon—Antoine Kazan, Place de 
l’Etoile, Beirut, is interested in purchasing 
refrigerating machinery and auviliary equip- 
ment for an ice skating rink, and machinery 
and equipment for the dairy industry. He 
is now in the United States until the end of 
January. U.S. address: c/o Madih Farkough, 
9442 Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn, New York. 
Itinerary: New York and Boston. 

World Trade Directory Report being pre- 
pared. 


Trade Lists Available 


The Commercial Intelligence Division has 
recently published the following trade lists 
of which mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices. The price 
is $1 a list for each country. 


Alcoholic Beverage Manufacturers—Trini- 
dad 

Chemical Importers and Dealers—Trinidad 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers and 
Dealers—Iran 

Fiber Producers and Exporters—France 

Hospitals—Trinidad 

Machinery Importers and Dealers—Costa 
Rica 

Motion Picture Industry—Honduras 

Radio and Radio Equipment Importers and 
Dealers—Nicaragua 

Radio and Radio Equipment Manufac- 
turers—Canada 
Soap Manufacturers—Costa Rica 





THE ECAFE CONFERENCE 
ON TRADE PROMOTION 
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dures, government priorities, and ailo- 
cations might be improved. It was gen- 
erally agreed that countries sHould have 
recourse through the normal diplomatic, 
commercial, and trade channels for ob- 
taining supplies and equipment. How- 
ever, in those cases where countries feel 
that their position would be strength- 
ened by communicating their require- 
ments to ECAFE, it was agreed that the 
Secretariat might perform a useful func- 
tion in transmitting the information to 
the supplying countries or to the allo- 
cating authorities. 

It was proposed to the final plenary 
session that further conferences on 
trade promotion be held at regular in- 
tervals. Some delegations felt that the 
next conference should be held in 1952, 
whereas others felt that a 2-year in- 
terval would be desirable to allow time 
for the recommendations of this con- 
ference to be acted upon by member 
governments. 

It cannot be emphasized too often that 
economic prosperity and strength de- 
pend, just as do military security and 
peace, upon the close friendly coopera- 
tion of free governments. We must 
work with the countries of the ECAFE 
region to effect an orderly flow of goods, 
capital, and technical resources among 
our countries which will contribute to 
the maximum well-being and security 
of all. Only through the increasing in- 
terchange of goods and services will 
come the higher standards of living for 
all peoples of all nations to which we all 
aspire. 





FAIRS and 
EXHIBITIONS 
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the number of exhibitors, the quality of ex- 
hibits and on the attendance. 

Further information may be obtained 
either directly from the Colén Prospera 
Comité, Col6én, Panama, or through the Office 
of the Commercial Counselor, Embassy of 
Panama, 2862 McGill Terrace, Washington, 
D. C. 


France Has Permanent Exhibit 


At New Orleans Trade Mart 


A display of French Goods was installed 
at the International Trade Mart, New Or- 
leans, by the local French Commercial Office 
in October 1951. It was recently decided to 
make the display permanent. More than 75 
lines of French goods are exhibited including 
wines, spirits, foods, gloves, handbags, 
scarves, stoles, handkerchiefs, women’s wear 
accessories, perfumes, furs, fabrics, gift arti- 
cles, glassware, chinaware, cameras, art books, 
guns, knives, shears, and combs. 

According to the organizer this event was 
planned particularly to attract United States 
wholesalers. Although orders will not be 
taken on the spot, prices can be quoted and 
the names of the French manufacturers 
represented will be made available. Further 
information may be obtained from Mr. Ger- 
ard Dubois, French Commercial Attaché, 
International Trade Mart, New Orleans, La. 
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